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CLASS FORMAT 

This class will meet in-person in accordance LSU’s current COVID policies, which only permits classes with over 
100 students to meet online/hybrid format. I will do my best to remember to record lectures for those of you 
that are unable to make it to class due to illness or covid protocols, but due to technically difficulties 
encountered throughout the semester (or operator error) I will not guarantee that 100% of the lectures will be 
recorded and posted online.  That being said, I will post lecture slides on the course Moodle site !"##"$%&'-each 
lecture. 

Student Hours 
If you have a question about course material, or you just want to chat about the Supreme Court or anything 
else, my student hours (aka office hours) will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:30-2:30 pm CST in 205 
Stubbs Hall. If this time is inconvenient for you, or you need to meet via Zoom, please email me to arrange an 
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Assignment Due Date Points 
Constitutional Law Pre-Test Tuesday, January 25 50 
Briefing-Discussion Memos Throughout Semester 300 (30 each) 
Quizzes Throughout Semester 200 (50 each) 
Midterm Thursday, March 10 200 
Constitutional Law Post-Test Thursday, May 5 50 
Final Exam Monday, May 9 200 
Total 1,000 

Assignment Description 
Constitutional Law Pre- & Post-Tests (100 points) 
These multiple-choice, true and false, and short answer tests will be graded for completion only. Your grade is 
not based on how many questions you get right or wrong.  They will be used to gauge your knowledge of the 
Supreme Court prior to taking the class and evaluate how much you learn/retain by the end of the semester. 
After the due date and time, I will go through and change all grades to 100% for those who made a full faith 
effort to complete the tests. Please note that these are worth the equivalent of two quiz scores and can 
significantly help your overall semester grade. The pre- and post-tests are due at 11:59 pm CST on the due date 
listed in the course schedule section of the syllabus. 

Briefing-Discussion Memos (300 points) 
These will be graded for completion and good faith effort. They do not have to be perfect, but there should be 
some demonstration of an effort to understand the course material correctly. Each memo will receive a check 
plus (full credit), a check, or a check minus. Since the Facts Issue Rule Application Conclusion (FIRAC) briefing 
style is likely new to most of you, everyone is expected to complete the first assignment, due Tuesday, February 
1, before class begins. I, along with the class teaching assistant will provide feedback on this assignment to 
guide your future work. However, I will not provide feedback if you did not put forth the effort expected of a 
Briefing-Discussion Memo. 
¥ In addition to the first memo, each student is required to complete nine additional Briefing-Discussion 

memos, a total of 10 for the entire semester. Of the 10 total memos, you must complete five prior to 
midterm (first memo plus four additional memos of your choice) and the final five after the midterm, prior 
to the final exam. 

¥ The memos must include the FIC of a FIRAC brief for each case listed on the syllabus schedule for that day. 
This component of this assignment is to help you learn how to organize and clarify Supreme Court decisions. 
You must also summarize how the cases fit together and share your opinion on the justices’ decisions. The 
goal of the discussion portion is to synthesize the case information and share your perspective. That is, how 
do these cases fit together, and do you think the justices got these cases “right?” 

¥ Memos are due at 9:00 am CST on the day they are listed on the syllabus. That is, they must be completed 
and submitted before the lecture on that content is held. All memos must be uploaded as a PDF. Please see 
Late Work section of the syllabus if you fail to make this deadline. 

Quizzes (200 points) 
There will be four quizzes throughout the semester. These quizzes will serve as an assessment to ensure you 
are keeping up with course content between exams. They will be available for approximately one and a half 
days prior to the due date and time. For example, if the quiz is due at 12:00 pm CST on Tuesday, it will be 
posted by Sunday evening, and if it is due Thursday by 12:00 pm CST, it will be posted by Tuesday evening. All 
quizzes will be due prior to class on the day they are listed and will consist primarily of true or false and 
multiple-choice with some short answer questions. 
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Academic Integrity 
Louisiana State University adopted the Commitment to Community in 1995 to set forth guidelines for student 
behavior both inside and outside of the classroom. The Commitment to Community charges students to 
maintain high standards of academic and personal integrity. All students are expected to read and be familiar 
with the LSU Code of Student Conduct and Commitment to Community, found online at www.lsu.edu/saa. It is 
your responsibility as a student at LSU to know and understand the academic standards for our community. 

Students who are suspected of violating the Code of Conduct will be referred to the office of Student Advocacy 
& Accountability. For undergraduate students, a first academic violation could result in a zero grade on the 
assignment or failing the class and disciplinary probation until graduation. For a second academic violation, the 
result could be suspension from LSU. For graduate students, suspension is the appropriate outcome for the 
first offense. 

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism 
Nearly everyone understands that copying passages verbatim from another writer's work and representing 
them as one's own work constitute plagiarism. Yet plagiarism involves much more. At LSU plagiarism is defined 
to include any use of another's work and submitting that work as one's own. This means not only copying 
passages of writing or direct quotations but also paraphrasing or using structure or ideas without citation. 
Learning how to paraphrase and when and how to cite is an essential step in maintaining academic integrity. 
Written assignments for this class will be subject to review by plagiarism detection software. Incidents of 
dishonesty may also be reported to the Department or University, which can result in further disciplinary action.  
On your reading responses I expect this to be in your own words and not the words of Woodward and 
Armstrong. I do not want to see that you can copy the book. You must demonstrate your own understanding of 
this material. 

With regard to group work, all work must be completed without assistance unless explicit permission for group 
or partner work is given by the faculty member. This is critical so that I can assess your performance on each 
assignment. If a group/partner project is assigned, the student may still have individual work to 
complete. Read the syllabus and assignment directions carefully. You might have a project with group work 
and a follow up report that is independently written. When in doubt, e-mail the me member or ask during a 
class session. Seeking clarification is your responsibility as a student. Assuming group/partner work is okay 
without permission constitutes a violation of the LSU Code of Student Conduct. 

WORD OF WARNING: There are several online resources that that summarize the facts of the case, the main 
issue, and decision.  I strongly recommend that you DO NOT VISIT 
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Tuesday, February 1 
¥ Institutional Constraints on Judicial Power – Ch. 2 pgs. 55-65 & Moodle 

o CD-<,/*3-?4(,/9#3-
o .+E,&-AB-F3!3&93/)-"!-G%#9#%!3H-

¥ FIRST BRIEFING MEMO DUE 9:00 am CST 

Thursday, February 3 
¥ Incorporation of the Bill of Rights Ch. 3 – pgs. 67-74 

o I,//"&-AB-I,#*%2"/3-
o J+/*,9"-AB-(,#%!"/&%,-

Tuesday, February 8 
¥ Fundamental Rights Analysis – Ch. 3 pgs. 74-87 

o K,#L"-AB-("&&34*%4+*-
o F+&4,&-AB-."+%)%,&,-

PART II: FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS – FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
Thursday, February 10 

¥ Free Exercise Clause: Compelling Interest Standard – Ch. 4 pgs. 91-113 
o (,&*$3##-AB-("&&34*%4+*-
o ;03/73/*-AB-M3/&3/-
o G%)4"&)%&-AB-N"93/-

¥ QUIZ 1 DUE AT 11:59 PM CST 

Tuesday, February 15 
¥ Free Exercise Clause Contd.: Smith Standard & RFRA – Part II & Ch. 4 pgs. 113-126 & Moodle 

o C2<#"@23&*-F%A%)%"&-AB-;2%*0-
o (0+/40-"!-*03-.+L+2%-I,7,#+-1@3-O&4B-AB-(%*@-"!-J%,#3,0-
o I+/$3##-AB-J"77@-."77@H-

Thursday, February 17 
¥ Establishment Clause: Pre-Lemon – Ch. 4 pgs. 126-143 

o CA3/)"&-AB-I",/9-"!-C9+4,*%"&-
o ;40""#-F%)*/%4*-"!-17%&'*"&-="$&)0%<-AB-;4032<<-
o .32"&-AB-P+/*Q2,&-

Tuesday, February 22 
¥ Establishment Clause: Post-Lemon – Ch. 4 pgs. 143-161 

o R3#2,&-AB-;%22"&)SJ,//%)-
o C9$,/9)-AB-1'+%##,/9-
o ="$&-"!->/3343-AB->,##"$,@-

Thursday, February 24 
¥ Establishment Clause: Displays & Government Involvement – Ch. 4 pgs. 161-179 

o M,&-T/93&-AB-K3//@-
o 123/%4,&-.3'%"&-AB-123/%4,&-J+2,&%)*-1))"4%,*%"&-
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o ?4(+##3&-AB-(",L#3@-

PART IV: FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS – FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
Tuesday, April 5 

¥ Prior Restraint – Ch. 7 pgs. 263-276 
o V3,/-AB-?%&&3)"*,-
o V3$-N"/L-=%23)-AB-UB;B-
o J,Q3#$""9-;40""#-F%)*/%4*-AB-P+0#23%3/-

Thursday, April 7 – ONLINE PRE-RECORDED LECTURE 
¥ Government Control of Press Content & Special Media Rights – Ch. 7 pgs. 277-285 & Moodle 

o ?%,2%-J3/,#9-AB-="/&%##"H-
o I/,& Q7+/'-AB-J,@3)-

PART V: FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS – BOUNDARIES OF FREE EXPRESSION 
Tuesday, April 12 

¥ Libel – Ch. 8 pgs. 287-299 
o V3$-N"/L-=%23)-AB-;+##%A,&-
o J+)*#3/-?,',Q%&3-AB-X,#$3##-

¥ QUIZ 3 DUE AT 11:59 PM CST 

Thursday, April 14 
¥ Obscenity – Ch. 8 pgs. 299-310 

o 6"*0-AB-UB;B-
o ?%##3/-AB-(,#%!"/&%,-

PART VI: THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS 
Tuesday, April 19 

¥ The Right to Bear Arms – Ch. 9 pgs. 354-364 & Moodle 
o U&%*39-;*,*3)-AB-?%##3/H-
o F%)*/%4*-"!-("#+27%,-AB-J3##3/-
o ?4F"&,#9-AB-(%*@-"!-(0%4,'"H-

PART VII: THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY 
Thursday, April 21 

¥ Establishing a Right to Privacy – Ch. 10 pgs. 341-371 
o >/%)$"#9-AB-("&&34*%4+*-
o 6"3-AB-G,93-
o K#,&&39-K,/3&*0""9-"!-;"+*03,)*3/&-K3&&)@#A,&%,-AB-(,)3@-

PART VIII: EQUAL PROTECTION 
Tuesday, April 26 

¥ Contemporary Approaches to Equal Protection – Part IV & Ch. 14 pgs. 515-522, 557-578 
o (#37+/&3-AB-(#37+/&3-.%A%&'-(3&*3/-
o ."A%&'-AB-M%/'%&%,-
o 63'3&*)-"!-*03-U&%A3/)%*@-"!-(,#%!"/&%,-AB-I,LL3-
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Tuesday, May 3 
¥ 


