
  
 

   
  

      
     
               

        
 

 
             

             
   

              
               

 
            
              

             
      

 
           

             
          

         
            

             
           
  

  
         

              
            

             

          

JUDICIAL POLITICS 4023 
2020 FALL SEMESTER 

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
CLASS HOURS 5-7-50 P.M. 

INSTRUCTOR: ELI J. ABAD 
504-256-5413 
eabad4@lsu.edu  

OFFICE HOURS: ONE (1) HOUR FOLLOWING EACH SCHEDULED CLASS OR BY 
APPOINTMENT 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course will introduce students to the litigation process within the American legal 
system. Emphasis will be placed on examinations of the federal system, the state 
system, and the fundamental principles of law associated within those systems. 
Students will study the organization of the courts and learn the roles of individuals 
that work within the systems. Specific areas of study will include [but are not limited 
to] jurisdiction and venue, the persons that are active within the system, civil 
litigation, the role of law enforcement within the criminal setting, specialized courts, 
appellate litigation, the use of technology in the courtroom, the use of social media 
within the systems, Louisiana politics, and other issues related to the legal system. 
Additionally, students will participate in courtroom observation and draft a document 
that relates to concepts in this course.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Students will learn how judges, attorneys, witnesses, and litigation parties interact 
within our legal system and the significance of their interactions. Also, students will 
gain an understanding about the structures, organizations, and processes of court 
systems. Upon the completion of this course, the student will be able to describe the 
state and federal court system, understand issues related to litigation, identify the 
role of the persons in the litigation process, and have personal contact with 
individuals associated with the legal system either in a classroom setting and/or 
courtroom setting. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
ATTENDANCE: Students are expected to attend all virtual classes. Advanced 
arrangements should be made with the instructor should there be a need to miss 
class. A student missing class is responsible for all materials, notes, etc. disseminated 
in the missed class. Written documentation must be provided immediately upon 
return to support an excused absence. An attendance record will be kept. Students 
are required to attend class, be prepared for classroom discussions, and participate in 
class. Students are responsible to know the LSU attendance policy. 



   
           

             

    

          
             

              
          

  

         
          

         
           

        
      

            
        

 
               

             
 

 

        
      

               

      

   

         



 

     
         

         
            

           
            

              
           

              
             

          
             

 

          
              

           
             

            
            

            
             

          
     

           
   

            
            

 
 

  

          

            
             

          

• Classroom participation/ attendance [35 total points] 
• 

TOTAL POINTS 320 TOTAL POINTS [no curve] 
**bonus points [discretionary] [5-15 per assignment; added to total semester points] 

There will be TWO EXAMINATIONS during the semester. The exams will consist of 
short answer, true/false, multiple choice, and essay questions. The exams will cover 
materials from lectures, reading, handouts, and guest speakers. Various handouts may 
be provided throughout the semester. All materials are intended to complement [not 
duplicate] each other. Thus, some of what you read may not be discussed in class and 
some of the lecture material may go beyond what you read. Each student is 
responsible for ALL material. *** PLEASE NOTE THAT THE FINAL IS CUMULATIVE*** The 
format of the exam may be modified at the discretion of the instructor. Makeup 
examinations may be allowed based solely upon the discretion of the instructor and 
only for those absences necessitated by a legitimate, documented medical 
emergency. Makeup examinations may vary in format and will be administered at the 
discretion of the instructor. 

WRITTEN ANALYTICAL ASSIGNMENTS will be due prior to the taking of examinations. 
The due dates for uploading these reports through the Moodle site are listed on the 
syllabus. Remember that these are individual assignments that you must complete 
without the assistance of others. The due dates for the assignments vary throughout 
the semester. It is your responsibility to keep track of the deadlines and complete the 
assignments on time. There are no grace periods for these assignments and 
submitting them after the deadline will result in a substantial reduction of points. 
I recognize, however, there are legitimate reasons for missing a deadline. If you 
experience a significant problem that prevents you from submitting a report, it is your 
responsibility to let me know about it in a timely manner and to provide appropriate 
documentation (e.g., doctor’s note). 

PARTICIPATION is based on regular virtual attendance via Zoom, preparation, the 
student’s ZOOM discussion, and is discretionary with the instructor. Classroom 
participation is an important element within your grade. Students are reminded that 
just logging in through Zoom is not sufficient for earning full credit for class 
participation. THE INSTRUCTOR SPECIFICALLY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 
DETERMINE AN APPROPRIATE GRADE BASED [IN PART] ON THE QUALITY OF THE 
SUBSTANTIVE MATERIAL SUBMITTED BY THE STUDENT FOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS. 

BONUS POINTS may be awarded during the semester based upon bonus projects. The 
decision to administer [or not] bonus projects is a discretionary choice made by the 
instructor. In conjunction with LSU policy, a ‘plus/minus’ grading scale will be utilized 



          
            

            

 

        

             
     

         
             

             
              



               

    
    

                               

   

    

 

  

      
     

    

     
    

          




