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• 15% of your grade is determined by attendance and participation. This grade has two com-
ponents. First, physical attendance in class comprises 7.5%. An attendance sheet will be 
circulated each day. Each student is allowed two unexcused absences without penalty to 
their grade. However, things happen - illness, serious family emergency, participation in 
official university-sponsored events or competitions, religious holidays, etc. If this occurs, 
please contact me as soon as possible. Second, 7.5% of this component comes from partici-
pation. You can earn this 7.5% from actively participating in class discussions or answering 
questions I pose to the class. If no one offers to answer a question I pose, I will randomly choose 
a notecard and that student will be responsible for answering. 

• 25% of your grade is determined by completion and success on 
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A+ 97-100% C 73-76% 
A 93-96% C- 70-72% 
A- 90-92% D+ 67-69% 
B+ 87-89% D 63-66% 
B 83-86% D- 60-62% 
B- 80-82% F 0-59% 
C+ 77-79% 

provide a clear explanation as to why a different grade is in order. You should also indicate what 
grade you believe is appropriate for your work. When work is reviewed for a grade dispute, the 
grade may be left unchanged, raised, or lowered. All grade disputes are due in hard copy within 
one week of the date that grades are returned in class. Grade disputes will not be considered if 
submitted past the one-week statute of limitations. 

Course Policies 

Contacting Me 

I am available by email Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. You are welcome to stop by 
my office, 232 Stubbs Hall, if I am available, but an appointment is preferred. You can make an 
appointment via Calendly online. You can also visit during my office hours, Tuesdays from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. There is no guarantee I will respond to emails either in the evenings or on the 
weekends, so plan accordingly. A note on etiquette: please sign your emails with your name and 
include an appropriate salutation. (Hint: you can’t go wrong with, “Hi, Dr. Gunderson.") 

During Class 

I will begin the semester giving students the benefit of the doubt and allow laptops. However, I 
reserve the right to ban laptops at any point, should they prove to be a distraction or to disrupt 
to the operation of the course. Students should only use laptops to access course readings and 
take course notes. No phones are permitted. Thank you for reading the syllabus! If you see this note 
before the start of class on August 27, please send me an email with your favorite .gif (appropriate ones 
only, please) for two extra credit points. Note that your .gif may be shared in the first class. 

Time Requirements 

Please keep in mind the university’s definition of work required for each credit hour: “not less 
than one hour (50 minutes) of lecture/classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of 
two hours out-of-class student work across 15 weeks for one semester." Given that this is a 3-hour 
course, this means that students are expected to devote a total of 9 hours of work each week: 3 
hours in the classroom and an additional 6 hours of course related work outside the classroom. 

Graduate Credit or Honors Credit 

For students taking this course for graduate credit or for those who wish to receive special 
Honors credit, it is the student’s responsibility to contact me during the first week of classes to 

3/7 

https://calendly.com/agunderson/30min
https://calendly.com/agunderson/30min


   

       

            

    

   

     

   

   

 

POLI 4023, Fall 2019 

make appropriate arrangements. 

Filming and Recording 

You may not film or record this class without permission. 

Policies on Incomplete Grades and Late Assignments 

You will be penalized for late assignments or missed exams unless the absence/delay is excused 
(whether due to illness, serious family emergency, participation in university events, religious 
holidays, etc., but must be cleared with me). The penalty for unexcused late assignments is 
ten percentage points per day. For example, if the quality of your work earned you a 95 on 

https://www.lsu.edu/hss/english/university_writing/faculty_resources/policies_and_procedures/plagiarism.php
https://www.lsu.edu/saa/students/academicintegrity/index.php
https://www.lsu.edu/disability/
https://www.lsu.edu/disability/
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• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 6, pages 1-21 

Th, October 10: Judicial Hierarchies II: Team Models of Hierarchy 

• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 6, pages 21-58 

T, October 15: Judicial Hierarchies III: Principal-Agent Models of Hierarchy 

• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 6, pages 58-88 

• Journal Article III: Songer, Donald R., Jeffrey A. Segal, and Charles M. Cameron. “The 
Hierarchy of Justice: Testing a Principal-Agent Model of Supreme Court-Circuit Court 
Interactions." American Journal of Political Science 38, no. 3 (1994): 673-96. 

Th, October 17: Fall Break! 

T, October 22: Judging on a Collegial Court I 

• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 7, pages 1-33 

Th, October 24: Judging on a Collegial Court II 

• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 7, pages 33-53 

T, October 29: Judging on a Collegial Court III 

• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 7, pages 53-82 

• Journal Article IV: Carrubba, Cliff, Barry Friedman, Andrew D. Martin, and Georg Van-
berg. “Who Controls the Content of Supreme Court Opinions?." American Journal of 
Political Science 56, no. 2 (2012): 400-412. 

Th, October 31: Judging on a Collegial Court IV 

• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 7, pages 82-110 

T, November 5: Judging in a System of Separated Powers I 

• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 8, pages 1-41 

Th, November 7: Judging in a System of Separated Powers II 

• Judicial Decision Making, chapter 8, pages 41-72 

• Journal Article V: Clark, Tom S. “The Separation of Powers, Court Curbing, and Judicial 
Legitimacy." American Journal of Political Science 53, no. 4 (2009): 971-989. 

T, November 12: The Court of Appeals (and an Application to Death Penalty Appeals) 

• RHJB, chapter 14 

• Beim, Deborah, Tom S. Clark, and Benjamin E. Lauderdale. “Random Assignment to 
Death." Working paper; available on Moodle. 
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Th, November 14: District Courts (and an Application to Prisoner Lawsuits) 

• RHJB, chapter 15 

• Schlanger, Margo. “Civil Rights Injunctions over Time: A Case Study of Jail and Prison 
Court Orders." New York University Law Review 81 (2006): 550-630. 

T, November 19: State Courts and Elections 

• RHJB, chapter 17 

• A. Huber, Gregory, and Sanford C. Gordon. “Accountability and Coercion: Is Justice Blind 
when It Runs for Office?." American Journal of Political Science 48, no. 2 (2004): 247-263. 

• Journal Article VI: Caldarone, Richard P., Brandice Canes-Wrone, and Tom S. 


