
  
              

 
  

 

 

         
     

  
 

                   
              

     
          

                  
       

         
 

  
 

 

     
 

      
  

                
  

   
 

Political Science 4030:  Political Attitudes & Public Opinion (Fall 2019) 
Instructor: Steven Brailsford; 309 StubbsHall Time: TTH 12:00–1:20 
Email: sbrail2@lsu.edu Place: 253 Himes Hall 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 9:30–11:30, 

Thursdays 9:30–11:30, 
or by appointment. 

Introduction and Objectives: 

The purpose of this course is to provide you with an introduction to the literature on American public 
opinion, which shows the place of public opinion in American democracy. Factors included in this are the 
ingredients of electoral choice, policy opinions, and political evaluations. The primary goal of this course 
is to understand why people form particular opinions, why they sometimes change their views, why 
opinions even matter (if they do), and how to interpret public opinion polling. Some major questions we 
will approach this semester is what it means to say that the public supports X, what level of competence 
citizens carry into their political participation, whether citizens can hold leaders accountable, and how 
well the government represents public views. 

This course focuses on the United States since World War II, taking a particular emphasis on the role of 
political communication. While the primary focus of this course is not to learn the latest poll results or 
debate issues therein, you will see these contours of opinion and we will have plenty of healthy 
discussion. This course will help you become more critical in your consumption of information about 
American public opinion, inform you about how publics function in democracies, and develop your critical 
thinking, research, and analytic writingskills. 

mailto:sbrail2@lsu.edu
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   Meanings & Measures of Public  Opinion            Opinion  Voting,  Campaigns, &  Elections    & Elections: Nomination  
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�‡ Kevin Arceneaux, Martin Johnson, & John Cryderman. 2013. Communication, persuasion, and the 
conditioning value of selective exposure. Political Communication. 30(2):213-231. 

�‡ Yptach Lelkes, Gaurav Sood, & Shanto Iyengar. 2015. The Hostile Audience: The Effect of Access to 
Broadband Internet on Partisan Affect. American Journal of Political Science. 61(1):5-20. 

Section IV: Explaining Why Americans Differ 

Social Identities and Group Prejudices 

10/31 Thursday Ethnocentrism & Threat 
�‡ Ted Brader, Nicholas Valentino, & Elizabeth Suhay. 2008. What Triggers Public Opposition to Im­

migration? Anxiety, Group Cues, and Immigration Threat. American Journal of Political Science, 52(4): 
959-978. 

�‡ Kam, Cindy D. and Donald R. Kinder. 2007. Terror and Ethnocentrism: Foundations of American 
Support for the War on Terrorism. Journal of Politics 69(2): 318-336. 

�‡ Claudine Gay 2004. Putting Race in Context: Identifying the Environmental Determinants of Black 
Racial Attitudes. American Political Science Review 98: 547-562. 

�‡ Katherine Cramer Walsh. 2012. Putting Inequality in Its Place: Rural Consciousness and the Power 
of Perspective. American Political Science Review, 106(3): 517-532. 

11/5 Tuesday Racial Attitudes 
�‡ Donald Kinder & Nicholas Winter. 2001. Exploring the Racial Divide: Blacks, Whites, and Opinion 

on National Policy. American Journal of Political Science 45: 439-456. 
�‡ Antoine Banks & Nicholas Valentino. 2012. Emotional Substrates of White Racial Attitudes. American 

Journal of Political Science 56: 286-297. 

11/7 Thursday History & Race 
�‡ Edwards Carmines & James Stimson. 1986. On the Structure and Sequence of Issue Evolution. Amer­

ican Political Science Review 80: 901-20. 
�‡ Avidit Acharya, Matthew Blackwell, Maya. Sen. 2015. The Political Legacy of American Slavery. 

Journal of Politics 78 (3), 621-641 

11/12 Tuesday Messaging on Race/Class 
�‡ Paul Sniderman, Edward Carmines, Geoffrey Layman, & Michael 
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