Political Science 4030: Political Attitudes & Public Opinion (Fall 2019)
Instructor: Steven Brailsford; 309 StubbsHall Time: TTH 12:00-1:20
Email: sbrail2@Isu.edu Place: 253 Himes Hall
Office Hours: Tuesdays 9:30-11:30,
Thursdays 9:30-11:30,
or by appointment.

Introduction and Objectives:

The purpose of this course is to provide you with an introduction to the literature on American public
opinion, which shows the place of public opinion in American democracy. Factors included in this are the
ingredients of electoral choice, policy opinions, and political evaluations. The primary goal of this course
is to understand why people form particular opinions, why they sometimes change their views, why
opinions even matter (if they do), and how to interpret public opinion polling. Some major questions we
will approach this semester is what it means to say that the public supports X, what level of competence
citizens carry into their political participation, whether citizens can hold leaders accountable, and how
well the government represents public views.

This course focuses on the United States since World War 11, taking a particular emphasis on the role of
political communication. While the primary focus of this course is not to learn the latest poll results or
debate issues therein, you will see these contours of opinion and we will have plenty of healthy
discussion. This course will help you become more critical in your consumption of information about
American public opinion, inform you about how publics function in democracies, and develop your critical
thinking, research, and analytic writingskills.
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