Political Parties in the United States
Political Science 4031

Fall2016
Dr. Hogan Office HoursMon. 911 (or by apt.)
TTH 1:30-250 238 Stubbs Hall
132 Prescott Telephone: 578217

e-mail: rhoganl@lsu.edu
Course Description

This cours@xamines the current stateofitical partiesiithin the U.S. political system. We eolhsidewariousaspects
of parties 2 their organizational elemgnthe extent to whicltitizers identify with parties,and the role of partiesn
government Our focus is on describing each of these three mlajopentsunderstanding thinkages among therand
assessing theimfluencewithin the electoral and lprymaking spheresA comparative approach will be employben
possible as wexamine parties on the patil, state, and local leve®uch a pspective will enable us to address several
fundamental questions: Do political padi@sancer detract frontepresentative democradyo the two major parties in the
U.S. provide real policy alternatives to vot&w® time, have parties become towgrful? Or have they become too weak
in the current candidatenteredinterest grounfluencedtlectoral environmehtin addition to aspects of parties themselves,
we will focus attention on factors that conditimir activities anpower How dorules or contextual variabbdfect parties
andwhat changes migtgformeffortsbring?

Polarization of the partiés atopic that has receiveignificantpublic attention in recent yearsd we will spend time
pondering this aspect of party pcdi. Many observers and schol@wthe high degree of party polarization in U.S. politics
asworrisome Throughout the semestee will address various questions regarding polarization swedsasng thextent
of polarization, theonditions regmsiblefor its presenceand the implications of a polaripetditical system.

In addition to our substantive focus, we alglbgive attention to the methodsd techniquessed by scholaes they go
aboutansweringmportantquestions about fpitical parties. One of our objectives is to assess the evidence uncovered by
scholars. How do these findings comport with common percegtioreslia account®ncerningpolitical parti€d While this
is not a course gooliticalscience methodologysugs involving research design and analysis will play promimaatlyah
our class discussions.

Time Requirements






General Policies

Academic Honesty

Students are required to abide by the academic conduct policies outlinedSb tGede of Student Conduct
(http://www.Isu.edu/judicialaffaiyjs Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to: cheating on exams,
plagiarizing, buying or selling assignments, altering gnéelgsnal deceptiorand ollaborating with others without
permission. | reserve the right to investigate when | suspect a violation of any of these policies. All violations of the
XQLYHUVLW\-V DFDGHPLF FRQGXFW SROLFLHY DUH WXUQHG RYHU WR WKH 'l

Classrodrules
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Course Schedule

August 23 Introduction to the Course
f No reading assignment.

August 25 What Are Political Parties and Why Should We Study Them?
f Hershey






November 3

November 8

November 10

November 15

November 17

November 22

November 24

November 29

December 1

Parties and Presidential Nominations
f Hersheypp. 196215.

fReading82 3XWQDP -RVK “(YHU\W K leHovwtReXPresiddr@alWritnarQ R Z D E |
: R U NWaghington Py 12.
fReading 83: %\FRIIH $DURQ "7TKH (Q&RorK HidaQuey SULP DU\

Presidential Nomination Proces and the Media

f Reading 84: Pdterson, Thomas E. 20161 HZV &RYHUDJH RI WKH SUHVLGHQWL
5HSRUWLQJ +DV &RQVHTXHQFHYVY p 6KRUHQVWHLQ &HQWHU RQ OH
Media Tenor, Harvard Kennedy School, July.

f Reading 85 We Asked 8 Political Scientist,| 3DUW\ 30D WdéRO0BY ODWWHU p

Political Parties in the General Election
f Hersheypp.216234.

fReading #86: & KHQ /DQKHH - DQG $QGUHZ 5HHYHV "TXUQLQJI 2 X
Periphery? An Analysis of Coubeyel *tDQGLGDWH $SSHDUDQFHV LQ WKH 3UH

American Politics Re$®arsB4656.
*** Presentations: Set #1 ***

Political Parties in the General Election Continued

fReading87 %URRNV 'DYLG New I arkime sibvehiibey B 1
fReading88 &RFNEXUQ $QGUHZ ""RZQ WKH 7XEH YHOHYLVLRQ

,QGXVWULD ©D&FRSRHIIO WAPIR JD]LQH
*** Presentations: Set #2 ***

Minor Parties in U.S. Elections
f HersheyReread pp. 346.
**xx% Printed copy of State Party Project due at the beginning of class *****

Parties in Legislatures

f Hersheypp. 261286.

f Reading 89 Nokken, Timothy P. "'\QDPLFV RI &RQJUHVVLRQDO /R\DOW\ 3
Call Behavior, 1947 |Legislative Studies Quatedly745.

Thanksgiving Holiday

Party Effects in Government
f Hersheypp. 287334.

Summationand Review



