
POLI  4040-02 |  SPECIAL TOPICS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS : 
M ILITARY  H ISTORY AND POLITICS  
FALL 2018 
 
 
Instructor: Michael Reed 
E-mail: greed12@lsu.edu 
Classroom: Allen 31 
Lectures: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday (12:30 �² 1:20) 
Office: Stubbs 231 
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday (9:30 �² 11:30) or by appointment 
 
 
 
Course Description 
Though there exist many different types of states�³ from democracies to theocracies, republics to 
autocracies�³ all share the same first priority: maintaining their existence.  To this end, states expend 
considerable resources on their defense and security.  Invariably, the character of these defense 
establishments is influenced by the societies that field them.  Equally invariably, these institutions 
influence the civilizations they defend.  It is no surprise then that democratic Athens was guarded by 
the phalanx (infantry) and navy�³ both having egalitarian origins and characteristics�³ or �W�K�D�W���F�D�Y�D�O�U�\�·�V��
dominance on the medieval European battlefield led to their dominance in feudal society. 
 
This course will examine the links between war and politics (both domestic and international).  It will 
begin with an examination of ancient Greek and Roman societies and conclude with an examination 
of how the modern American defense establishment and American political processes influence each 
�R�W�K�H�U�������$�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���D�V�N�����+�R�Z���G�R�H�V���D���V�W�D�W�H�·�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���L�W�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����D�Q�G���Y�L�F�H-
�Y�H�U�V�D�"�����+�R�Z���G�R�H�V���D���V�W�D�W�H�·�V���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���L�W�V���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���R�I���Z�D�U�"�����+�R�Z���G�L�G���U�L�V�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P��
during the French Revolution influence the Napoleonic Wars?  How did technological advances in 
the twentieth century affect civil-military relations?  How can the intelligence cycle be insulated from 
politics; or, with the need for political oversight, to w. 

 



Class Assignments

 Examinations (60%):  Students will take two exams throughout the semester, each constituting 30% of the final grade.  The midterm exam will occur on .2fOctober 2018 and will cover all reading and lecture material to 



Week 3: Classical Greece—Democracy and Athenian Naval Power cont. 
¶ 9/3 – NO CLASS 
¶ 9/5 – P. 95-153 
¶ 9/7 – P. 154-184 

Week 4: Classical Greece—Democracy and Athenian Naval Power cont. 
¶ 9/10 – P. 185-220 
¶ 9/12 – P. 221-246 
¶ 9/14 – P.249-279 

Week 5: Classical Greece—Democracy and Athenian Naval Power cont. 
¶ 9/17 – P. 280-310 
¶ 9/19 – P. 311-318, Pericles Funeral Oration 
¶ 9/21 – Hanson, The Western Way of War, selections. 

Week 6: The Supremacy of Cavalry and the Development of Feudalism 
¶ 9/24 – Oman, The Art of War in the Middle Ages, P. 10-42 
¶ 9/26 – P. 43-70 
¶ 9/28 – P. 71-85 

Week 7: The Supremacy of Cavalry and the Development of Feudalism cont. 
¶ 10/1 – P. 86-129 
¶ 10/3 – P. 130-166 
¶ 10/5 – P. 167-179 

Week 8: Nationalism, the French Revolution, and Total War 
¶ 10/8 – Fuller, The Conduct of War, selections. 
¶ 10/10 – Clausewitz, On War, selections. 
¶ 10/12 – EXAM 

Week 9: Modern Military History and the Future of Politics 
¶ 10/15 – Townshend, The Oxford History of Modern War, P. 3-39 
¶ 10/17 – P. 40-73 
¶ 10/19 – NO CLASS 

Week 10: Modern Military History and the Future of Politics cont. 
¶ 10/22 – P. 74-137 
¶ 10/24 – P. 138-176 
¶ 10/26 – P. 177-223 

Week 11: Modern Military History and the Future of Politics cont. 
¶ 10/29 – P. 224-244 
¶ 10/31 – P. 245-279 
¶ 11/2 – P. 280-302 

Week 12: Modern Military History and the Future of Politics cont. 
¶ 11/5 –
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