


Class Assignments 
Examinations (60%):  Students will take 2 exams, each constituting 30% of the final grade.  The 
midterm exam will occur on Wednesday, 16 October 2019, at 12:30pm.  The final exam will occur on 
Thursday, 12 December 2019, at 7:30am.  The final exam will be cumulative, but with more weight given 
to material covered during the second half of the course.  Students must present their student ID to 
be admitted on exam day. 
 
Final Paper (30%): Students will choose from one of the books listed below and write a final paper 
�W�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�·�V���W�K�H�P�H�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H��  The paper will be due on the final class, Friday, 6 December 
2019.  More information will be given in class about fulfilling this course requirement. 
 

Mueller, John.  2010.  Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshima to Al-Qaeda.  Oxford: 
Oxford University Press.  ISBN: 9780199837090 
 
Sagan, Scott D.  1995.  The Limits of Safety: Organizations, Accidents, and Nuclear Weapons.  
Princeton: Princeton University Press.  ISBN: 9780691021010 
 
Richelson, Jeffrey.  2007.  Spying on the Bomb: American Nuclear Intelligence from Nazi Germany to 
Iran and North Korea.  New York: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.  ISBN: 9780393329827 
 
Narang, Vipin.  2014.  Nuclear Strategy in the Modern Era: Regional Powers and International Conflict.  
Princeton: Princeton University Press.  ISBN: 9780691159836



Class Schedule 
Week 1: Introduction  �² Do Nuclear Weapons Matter? 
�´�7�K�H���D�W�R�P�L�F���E�R�P�E���L�V���V�K�L�W�������7�K�L�V���L�V���D���Z�H�D�S�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���Q�R��military significance.  It will make a big bang�³ a very big bang�³
�E�X�W���L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D���Z�H�D�S�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���X�V�H�I�X�O���L�Q���Z�D�U���µ  �²Robert Oppenheimer 

�x 8/ 26 �² 



Week 4: Nuclear Strategy and Statecraft 
�´�$�U�H���Z�H���W�R���U�H�O�\���X�S�R�Q���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V���R�I���P�D�V�V���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�O���D�Q�G���Y�L�W�D�O�O�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���R�I���R�X�U���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K����
which we would expect to employ deliberately, immediately, and unhesitatingly in the event that we become involved in a 
military conflict with the Soviet Union?  Or are we to retain such weapons in our national arsenal only as a deterrent to 
�W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���D�V���D���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���U�H�W�D�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���F�D�V�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���X�V�H�G�"�µ�����²George Kennan 
 
�´�7�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�V�W�� �Y�L�Wal step in the American security program for the age of atomic bombs is to take measures to 



Week 7: Nuclear Strategy and Statecraft, cont. 
�´�1�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V�� �P�D�N�H�� �D�� �X�Q�L�T�X�H�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�V�N�V�� �R�I�� �D�Q�\�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�F�D�O�F�X�O�D�E�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �X�Q�D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H������
Thus, they remain essential to preserve peace.  The fundamental purpose of the nuclear forces of the Allies is political: to 
preserve peace and prevent coercion and any kind of war.  They will continue to fulfill an essential role by ensuring 
uncertainty in the mind of any aggressor about the natur�H���R�I���W�K�H���$�O�O�L�H�V�·���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�������7�K�H�\���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H��
�W�K�D�W���D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q�\���N�L�Q�G���L�V���Q�R�W���D���U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�S�W�L�R�Q���µ�����²�1�$�7�2�·�V�������������6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���&�R�Q�F�H�S�W 

�x 10/7 �² �)�U�H�H�G�P�D�Q���� �/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���� �� ������������ �� �´�0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\-�,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �&�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�L�H�V���µ �´�7�K�H�� �&�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V��
�8�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���µ���D�Q�G���´�3�D�U�L�W�\���µ����The Evolution of Nuclear Strategy.  New York: Palgrave MacMillan.  
P. 317-354. 

�x 10/9 �² �)�U�H�H�G�P�D�Q���� �/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H������ ������������ ���´�6�H�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���2�S�W�L�R�Q�V�µ���D�Q�G���´�7�K�H���5�H�D�J�D�Q���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �*�U�H�D�W�� �1�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �'�H�E�D�W�H���µ�� ��The Evolution of Nuclear Strategy.  New York: Palgrave 
MacMillan.  P. 355-406. 

�x 10/11 �² �)�U�H�H�G�P�D�Q���� �/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���� �� ������������ �� �´�7�K�H�� �7�K�U�H�D�W���(�Y�D�S�R�U�D�W�H�V�µ�� �D�Q�G�� �´�7�K�H���6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �1�X�F�O�H�D�U��
�$�J�H���µ����The Evolution of Nuclear Strategy.  New York: Palgrave MacMillan.  P. 407-457. 

 
Week 8: Nuclear Strategy and Statecraft, cont. 
�´�8���6�����Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���D�O�O���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W�����D�Q�G���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���G�R���V�R�������%�X�W�����W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H�O�\��
to the deterrence of both nuclear and non-nuclear aggression.  They are essential for these purposes and will be so for the 
�I�R�U�H�V�H�H�D�E�O�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�«�7�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���8���6���� �Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���S�R�O�L�F�\�� �D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\�� �L�V�� �W�R���G�H�W�H�U���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�G�Y�H�U�V�D�U�L�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �Q�X�F�O�H�D�U��
�D�W�W�D�F�N���R�I���D�Q�\���V�F�D�O�H�«�*�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�G�Y�H�U�V�D�U�L�H�V�����W�K�H�L�U���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�����W�K�L�V���U�H�Y�L�H�Z calls 
for a flexible, tailored nuclear deterrent strategy



Week 11: Nuclear Proliferation, cont. 
�´�7�K�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���V�R�O�H�O�\���W�R���G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����E�X�W���W�R��
make the world safer�³ �Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���Q�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J���µ�����²Herman Kahn 

�x 11/4 �² �6�R�O�L�Q�J�H�Q���� �(�W�H�O���� �� ������������ �� �´�7�K�H�� �3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �(�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� �R�I�� �1�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �5�H�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W���µ�� ��International 
Security 19 (2): 126-169. 

�x 11/6 �² �*�H�U�]�K�R�\���� �*�H�Q�H���� �� ������������ �� �´�$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H�� �&�R�H�U�F�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �1�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �5�H�V�W�D�L�Q�W���� �+�R�Z�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G��
�6�W�D�W�H�V���7�K�Z�D�U�W�H�G���:�H�V�W���*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�·�V���1�X�F�O�H�D�U���$�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V���µ����International Security 39 (4): 91-129. 

�x 11/8 �² Levite, Ariel E.  ������������ �� �´�1�H�Y�H�U�� �6�D�\�� �1�H�Y�H�U�� �$�J�D�L�Q���� �1�X�F�O�H�D�U�� �5�H�Y�H�U�V�D�O�� �5�H�Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���µ����
International Security 27 (3): 59-88. 

 
Week 12: Iran, the JCPOA, and Next Steps 
�´�%�X�W���K�R�Z���F�D�Q���Z�H���L�Q���J�R�R�G���F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���M�X�V�W�L�I�\���Z�D�U���E�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H�·�Y�H���W�H�V�W�H�G���D���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�V���R�X�U��objectives; 
that has been agreed to by Iran; that is supported by the rest of the world; and that preserves our options if the deal falls 
short? How could we justify that to our troops? How could we justify that to the world or to future generations? In the 



�x 11/20 �² �6�D�J�D�Q�����6�F�R�W�W���'���������������������´�7�K�H���.�R�U�H�D�Q���0�L�V�V�L�O�H���&�U�L�V�L�V�����:�K�\���'�H�W�H�U�U�H�Q�F�H���L�V���6�W�L�O�O���W�K�H���%�H�V�W��
�2�S�W�L�R�Q���µ����Foreign Affairs.  URL: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/north-korea/2017-
09-10/korean-missile-crisis 
�-�H�I�I�U�H�\�����-�D�P�H�V���������������������´�:�K�D�W���L�I���+�����5�����0�F�0�D�V�W�H�U���L�V���5�L�J�K�W���D�E�R�X�W���1�R�U�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�"�µ����The Atlantic.  
URL: https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/01/hr-mcmaster-might-be-
right-about-north-korea/550799/ 

�x 11/22 �² �&�K�D�����9�L�F�W�R�U���D�Q�G���.�D�W�U�L�Q���)�U�D�V�H�U���.�D�W�]���������������������´�7�K�H���5�L�J�K�W���:�D�\���W�R���&�R�H�U�F�H���1�R�U�W�K���.�R�U�H�D����
�(�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �7�K�U�H�D�W�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�� �*�R�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �:�D�U���µ�� ��Foreign Affairs.  URL: 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/north



Disability Services Statement 
�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�D�W�D�O�R�J�����´�7�K�H��Office of Disability Services assists students in identifying and 
developing accommodations and services to help over


