POLI 4060 “Politics of Israel”

Classroom: 116 Stubbs Hall Instructor: Leonard Ray
Class Time: T TH 9-10:20 Office: 208C Stubbs Hall
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-12:00 Email: [ray2@Isu.edu

Course Description

This course is an introduction to the political system of the modern state of Israel. After a quick review of the
history of the Zionist movement and the foundation of the state of Israel, the course will focus on the social,
economic, and demographic evolution of the country since 1948. These developments help explain the diversity of
political parties which compete in legislative elections, and comprise coalition governments of varying stability.
Whether there will be an early election during the course of the semester remains to be seen. The course will
cover some of the quirks of the Israeli system, such as the use of judicial review in the absence of a written
constitution, the use of primaries in a PR system, and the failed experiment with the direct election of the Prime
Minister. We will conclude with discussions of some of the ongoing controversies in Israeli politics, including what
exactly it means to be a Jewish State, relationships with the European Union and the United States, and the future
of the territories occupied in 1967.

About the instructor:


mailto:lray2@lsu.edu
http://mosaicmagazine.com/observation/2013/12/their-tragic-land/
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2014/aug/14/liberal-zionists/

Kashua, Sayed. Native: Dispatches from an Israeli-Palestinian Life, Grove Press. 2017. Until he left Israel
in 2014, Sayed Kashua was a regular columnist for the newspaper Haaretz. An Arab citizen of Israel, he
lived the complicated mixture of identities of the non-Jewish citizens of Israel. His columns explore this
EstZAKZY AYE +3ADU A EGPAEG ZT /63AGH € dGBGYH DZIsKPAI SietZdl) 3/~ E-13: 978-0802126290)

Several additional readings will be posted on Moodle.

News Sources: Students are expected to keep up with developments in Israeli politics. Mainline media
sources such as the Economist and New York Times are good starting points.

Three particularly useful Israeli English language news sites include:

Haaretz newspaper  http://haaretz.com/

Ynews http://www.ynetnews.com
Jerusalem Post http://jpost.com
Times of Israel https://www.timesofisrael.com/

¥ §V4GAGEKY0 DZAGYH GIGYHE DZEDACH € #SGCWIZWAEGE WZEDAEE TaZW d>s6 https://tlvl.fm/podcasts/the-
promised-podcast-show/

Requirements:

Mid Tem Exam (25%)
Final Exam (25%)


http://haaretz.com/
http://www.ynetnews.com/
http://jpost.com/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/

Course Schedule (Subject to change)

January 11. Ancient Israel and Diaspora
Readings:
§ o T APDASAYEHSG GAiZte §Y Addl> ~pSHAd Judaism’s Great Debates: Timeless Controversies
from Abraham to Hertzl. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society. 2012.
Mahler pp 1-17

January 16. European Antisemitism and the Enlightenment

Readings:

Introduction (Sections I, Il (pages 15-32) in The Zionist Idea: A Historical Analysis and Reader. Arthur
Hertzberg ed. Doubleday & co. Garden City New York 1959.

January 18. Religious Zionism and Political Zionism
Readings:

Hertzberg ed. Doubleday & co. Garden City New York 1959.

WSYGE G 1S EARZYAlEW AYYZE G ~AGDZIAG . —ZGROZY i€ +SG AZZ0G ZT :GIISES EAKZYARSW,_—=GIE NIl
APDGDY SAGEESSD ZYiL §Y 4SG , ZIL >AYE__§Y The Zionist Idea: A Historical Analysis and Reader.
Arthur Hertzberg ed. Doubleday & co. Garden City New York 1959. pp. 412-415.*

Sections IV, V (pp 45-51) in The Zionist Idea: A Historical Analysis and Reader. Arthur Hertzberg ed.
Doubleday & co. Garden City New York 1959.

>GZ WSYEUGT — Z4Z- WAYDSPAKZY "GDKZYE [ I AYE ly, y §Y dSG $ZVieh /EGA  ,setZaibAl  VAILIESE AYE
Reader. Arthur Hertzberg ed. Doubleday & co. Garden City New York 1959.

, G dSG :GIIsES MAKG_~GDKZYE / /I AYE s AVE s/ ;ZVikYG

The Pittsburgh Platform 1885 http://ccarnet.org/rabbis-speak/platforms/declaration-principles/

$'66°, Gl AYE €66 _§Y  Add > ~DSIAGH ZEASW € "dGAH GAAIGE ddWGIGEE ZYHZIGAEGE 102w

Abraham to Hertzl. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society. 2012.

January 23. Ottoman Palestine and WWI
Readings:

SADIGE KYG— # &83ct M0St 68ej & ~SAI DL WIZWEEGE >AYE
Mahler pp 17-22

January 25. Labor Zionism

Readings:

David Ben-"Z&#ZY —dSG WDGIAKIGE ZT 456 :GI1iES ZG1ZiZKZY__3Y The Zionist Idea: A Historical Analysis
and Reader. Arthur Hertzberg ed. Doubleday & co. Garden City New York 1959., pp. 606-619.*

A.D. Gordon, " WGZPIG AYE >AdZd_~7WG KdeGAIAKZYE_—KZd Tasks Ahead, §Y The Zionist Idea: A
Historical Analysis and Reader. Arthur Hertzberg ed. Doubleday & co. Garden City New York
1959, pp. 371-374; 383.*


http://ccarnet.org/rabbis-speak/platforms/declaration-principles/

February 6. The British Mandate/ Revisionist Zionism

Readings: Correspondence with the Palestine delegation and the Zionist Organization
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/yale.39002033907149

Jabotinsky The Iron Wall , Ethics of the Iron Wall ;" bi-national Palesting

Mahler pp. 23-33

February 8. The Great Arab Revolt and the Peel Commission

Ben Gurion 1937 letter (On Moodle)

February 13. Mardi Gras Holiday
February 15. Nazism and WWII

Mahler pp. 33-44

February 20. The birth of the State of Israel
Readings:
Israeli Declaration of Independence (on Moodle)
SADIGA 831G SLEEA eend 8 ~SAIE DL WIZWAEGE >AYE
Eienstein, Arendt et al: Letter to NYT RE: Begin.
Mahler pp.
Recommended:
DZ0d€ GYV ee6cdSG AZEGEAYE SAGADIGA ZTHSG @Ad diZEZE Tazw WAIGEKYG dSG /edAGl GIGYEG
&Z0DGE VAGIKOGYDG  GAYDS  YAILIEKE ZT :2Y6 eend. DIEEIG ASHGAY MZESGE tF -19.*

February 22. Consolidation of the Israeli State
Readings:

Mahler Chapter 2
Recommended:

Israel Studies, Summer 2002, Vol. 7, Issue 2.

February 27. The Six Day War (1967) and Greater Israel



TIEWGADG DSGIAIG,  15GI TaZw :GaZEAIGW _h~ MAKG  GPE 1977



March. 29. The role of Religious Law
Mahler Chapter 3
§c, Gl AYE "SAWWAS §Y AddL L. Schwartz. :ZEASW € "dGAH GAAIGE diwGiGES
Controversies from Abraham to Hertzl


http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702304081804579559432394067704

Lutz Ch 12 and 18,
T GIGAKYO VEK-/€0AGI WIZPAOAYER = ZEG
University BDS Campaigning Guide: Student Solidarity with the Palestinian liberation struggle
April 28. Looking back and ahead
SADAGA AGIGYIGGY— LIHSG AGA_ & ASAISt DL WIZWAEGE >AYE
TdZYL :ZEF € &8YAI €Z3E ZY /€3AGT
Re-dGAE , G =G5S MAKG

Final Exam 12:30-2:30



