
POLI 4060-1: Democracy in Crisis? 

T/TH: 10:30-11:50am 

Locations: Online (Lecture); 102 Stubbs (Lab) 

Professor: Dr. Yann Kerevel   

Office Hours: 



series of lab assignments. Attendance in the lab will be limited to 10 students. You will have four 
lab assignments to complete. You can work at your own pace, and once you complete all 4 
assignments, you do not need to continue to attend lab. I will organize a lab rotation so all 
students have equal access to the lab throughout the semester. You should expect to attend lab 
about 3-4 times/month. 

Required Materials 
¶ All assigned readings are provided in PDF format on Moodle. 

¶ You need a USB drive or external hard drive to save your lab work throughout the course 

Evaluation 

2 exams: 40% 
There will be two exams throughout the semester, each worth 20% of your grade. The exams are 
not cumulative, and will be based on content from lectures and assigned readings. Prior to each 
exam I will provide you with a study guide. All exams will be online, but must be taken on the 
specified day.  

Lab assignments: 20% 
Throughout the course you will be given four lab assignments to compare the attitudes of 
individuals in your assigned country to other countries as well as to different groups within your 
assigned country. At the beginning of the course I will introduce you to the World Values Survey, 
a public opinion data set with survey data from nearly 50 countries. I will teach you some very 
basic skills that will allow you to draw information from this very large data set using STATA. I will 
also show you how to create some tables and graphs within Excel to present this information. 
Each lab assignment is worth 5% of your grade. You may use the results of each assignment in 
your final paper. 
 
If we are forced to switch to a completely online course during the semester, I will grade any 
completed lab assignments. For any uncompleted lab assignments, I will redistribute the 
unearned points equally across the other assignments (exam, weekly quizzes/responses, final 
paper). 

Weekly quizzes/responses: 15% 
You will be asked to complete short quizzes/responses each week to demonstrate you have 
completed the readings and watched the lectures. These will generally open on Mondays, and 
close the following Monday. 

Final paper: 25% 
Students are required to write an original 9-10 page paper on the quality of democracy in their 
assigned country. Students will be expected to cover the following questions: how have NGO 
ratings of democracy changed over time in your country? How widespread is support for 
democracy and democratic institutions? Is the party system stable? How well are relevant 



marginalized groups represented in formal democratic institutions? What are the primary 
challenges to maintaining/strengthening/deepening democracy in your country? 



Week 1: Introduction 

¶ 1/12(T): First Class on Zoom to go over course format 

¶ Tasks to complete: 
o Complete Lab Questionnaire on Moodle by January 15th 
o Complete Characteristics of Democracy Questionnaire by January 18th. 

Week 2: The State of Democracy 

¶ 1/19(T): Lab Group 1 

¶ 1/21(Th): Lab Group 2 

¶ Lecture Topic: What is Democracy?/The State of Democracy 
o Assigned readings:  

 Schmitter, Philippe C., and Terry Lynn Karl. "What democracy is... and is 
not." Journal of democracy 2, no. 3 (1991): 75-88. 

 Schenkkan, Nate, and Sarah Repucci. "The Freedom House Survey for 
2018: Democracy in Retreat." Journal of Democracy 

 

 



¶ 2/11(Th): Lab Group 2 

¶ Lecture Topic: Democratic Breakdown in Chile/Polarization and Democracy 
o Assigned readings:  

 Cohen, Youssef. Radicals, Reformers, and Reactionaries: The Prisoner's 
Dilemma and the Collapse of Democracy in Latin America. University of 
Chicago Press, 1994. (Chapters 5 & 7



 Clayton, Amanda, and Pär Zetterberg. "Quota shocks: Electoral gender 
quotas and government spending priorities worldwide." The Journal of 
Politics 80, no. 3 (2018): 916-932. 

 Reynolds, Andrew. "Representation and rights: The impact of LGBT 
legislators in comparative perspective." American Political Science 
Review 107, no. 2 (2013): 259-274. 

Week 10: Descriptive Representation & Class 

¶ 3/16(T): Lab Group 1 

¶ 3/18(Th): Lab Group 2 

¶ Lecture Topic: Class & Democracy 
o Assigned readings:  

 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/04/here-are-3-facts-you-need-to-know-about-inequality-and-populism/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/04/here-are-3-facts-you-need-to-know-about-inequality-and-populism/


 Cagé, Julia. The Price of Democracy: How Money Shapes Politics and What 
to Do about It. Harvard University Press, 2020. (Chapters 9-11) 

Week 14: Improving Democracy? Part 2: Open Democracy 

¶ 4/13(T): Lab Group 1 

¶ 4/15(Th): Lab Group 2/Lab Assignment #4 due 

¶ Lecture Topic: Open Democracy 
o Assigned Readings:  

 Helen Landemore, 2017, “Deliberative Democracy as Open, Not (Just) 
Representative Democracy”, Daedalus 

 Helen Landemore, 2013, Democratic Reason. Princeton University Press 
(Chapter 4) 

 Arash Abizadeh. 2020. “Representation, Bicameralism, Political Equality, 
and Sortition: Reconstituting the Second Chamber as a Randomly Selected 
Assembly.” Perspectives on Politics 

 Susan McKay. 2019. “A Jury of Peers.” Foreign Policy 

Week 15: Exam #2 

¶ 4/20(T): No class 

¶ 4/22(Th): No class 

Final Paper Due: Friday, April 30th, midnight. 
 


	POLI 4060-1: Democracy in Crisis?

