
1, 1:00

-4:00, or by appointment 
 

Course Description & Objectives 
The post-Cold War era marks the first time that the majority of the world’s governments were demo-

cratic. However, the norm for the vast majority of human history was rule by a dictatorship in one 

form or another. This class aims to draw a deeper understanding of the historical, cultural, and politi-

cal contexts that shape modern authoritarian regimes, past and present. This course, then, will intro-

duce students to concepts, ideas, and theories in the field of authoritarian studies, and their applica-

tion and practice in the real world. The class consists of three parts: the first part explores approaches 

and rough classifications of authoritarian regimes. The second part examines the policies, prefer-

ences, and outcomes of various authoritarian regimes. The third and final part of the class looks at the 

lifespans of authoritarian regimes, including their continuance and demise, as well as the complicated 

process of democratization. 
 

Course Requirements 
The following several components make up the final grade:  

• Participation – The class is structured as a seminar. As such, participating in class lectures and dis-

cussions in an active and constructive manner is an integral part of this class. Earning participation 

points in a class you are not regularly attending will be difficult. Participation will make up 15% of 

your overall score. 

• “Simulocracy” Simulation – Five times throughout the semester the class will run a simulation. Stu-

dents will learn firsthand how an authoritarian regimes operates, apply concepts and theories learned 

mailto:mtoje1@lsu.edu


https://www.lsu.edu/saa/


https://lsu.zoom.us/j/7939165749




5 

 

Part 2: Regime Features 

 

Week 6, Feb. 15-19: Consolidation, Legitimacy, and Control 

  Gandhi, Jennifer, and Ellen Lust-Okar. 2009. “Elections under Authoritarianism.” Annual Re-
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Part 3: Regime Longevity and Transitions 

 

Week 11, Mar. 22-26
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