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Men make their own history, but they do not make gqsst dsehelp plot make it under
circumstances chosen by themselves, but unddireciiguestanicesred, given and
transmitted from the past. Tl todchll tidead generations weighsgikere on the

brain of the living
Karl Marx,The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bb85pgarte

This course provides an analytical overview of the compaalitics of East Asiégcusng on

Northeast AsigChina, Taiwan, KoreandJapah with some emphasis on Southeast Asia. This
course has at least three goals: 1) to understand important political issues, political institutions,
political behaviors, contentious politics, and political meesmwf East Asia, 2) to provide a
theoretical frmework to understand important historical evdras have shaped the current
politics of East Asia, and 3) awercome an ethnocentric provincialism by makiptrit and

implicit comparisons (e,gChina Korean and JapaBast Asia and EurAmericd. To do so, this

course is divided into three parts.

In Part I, ve will begin with a session that equips students with a theoretical framework of
comparative politics and introduces this region more gerigydibcusing on the modesapital
nationstate formation in the context of colonialésrd imperialisirthe following sessions in Part |

will provide significant historical facts and issues inhdmiwan,Koreg Japanand Southeast

Asian countries t



SCHEDULE/OUTLINE OF TOPICS
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1-2 | Jan 11-18 Introductionand Analytical Framework
. MODERN CAPITAL-NATION -STATE FORMATION
3 Jan 23
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READING ASSIGNMENTS AND SPECIFIC TOPICS
|. MODERN CAPITAL-NATION -STATE FORMATION

Week1-2 (Jan.1218 Introduction and Analytical Framework
Scope and roadmap of the couféeeeresearclhraditionsor paradigmsstruduralism, culturalism,
and rationalisnAnalytical frameworRoleof theay. Importance dfistory.

Carr, E. H. 196MWhat Is Histos?P#HZ <RUN 5DQGRP +RXVH “7KH +LVWRULDC
35.

Week3 (Jan.23-25 The Emergenceof Modern East Asia: A Bird’s Eye View

What is unique about East Asks?a before Europe& KLQHVH ZRUOGBGe fRiW@riAUp DQC
systemAnarchical vs. hierarchical international syst@mdogical old regimpCapitaination

state.” PDJLQHG F R R®Ealishahdivpealism Turning point in historynternational

setting in the late 2@nd early 20centuriesDecolonization. Eurocentris@lobahistory.

Borthwick, Mark. 2007.
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Week 6-7 (Feb. 1520) Japan andKorea

Tokugawa regim&ankirkota. Meiji Ishin OligarchsTaisho DemocracyRationalist explanation.
Imperialism in the 1880s. Expansionism and militaZeiimatsuChoson (or Joseodynasty and
the issue of historicatontinuity.Decolonizatiorperiod and the Korean War. How was l&ore
divided?The world in 194%uchend the ature of the North Korean state.

"-DSDQHVH ORGHESt AdiahWRuditulum Project of Columbia University.
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/

Ramseyer, J. Mark and Frances RosenbluthTh@3oliticsaifgarchy: Institutional Choice in Imperial
JaparNew York Cambridge University Pregs, p28.

".RUHD LQ (DVW $VLDQ DQG :Rpé&éht it LADW RUS VL D.® XD ULFXOXF
Columbia University. http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/

II. POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS , CULTURE
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,QJOHKDUW 5RQDOG " ArKlawvexide HHabDisp G andl Pariddh iingtonp
(eds.Culture Mattepp. 8097.

Przeworski, Adam, et al. T1&XOWXUH D.Q\N&rid KCBIRe lREpBMris: UNESCO
Publishing, pp. 12631, 134146.

Week11l(Mar. 20220 The Hegemonic Party
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[lI. POLITICAL ECONOMY: MIRACLES AND CRISES

Week 15Apr. 1719 The Developmental State

Historical trenaf economic growth throughout the wotliminishing return. Import substitution

vs. exporborientation " (P EHG G H G . prevatRadR Ghaeborhe MITI and EPBIs ‘the

$VLDQ P huWubdel®?pgins and the demise of the developmental st&#iciency or
FROOXVLRQ" :KR JXDUGV WKH JXDU GddnQlatéd & DQerwdhtrisDd VW $V

.UXJIPDQ 3DXO T7KH O\WK RI $VLD:-V FotelgD Aflalis $ &D
(November/December): 628.

(YDQV 3HWHU "3UHGDWRU\ 'HYHOR SehpQative olitbad G 2 W K
(FRQRP\ 3HUVSHFWLYH R Q Satkldgigakunid(E): SBE80G 6 WDWH p

'RQHU B5LFKDUG HW DO A INEWCHidrs Fof Dé\@IQpibriidEdsO L W\ D
1IRUWKHDVW DQG 6RXWKHDVW $ MielDatioQaigaRi28i@IEP 32B6AH 3HUV SH

Week16 (Apr. 2% The Rise (?) ofChina and the Reorienation of the World

"H Q Jedbnomicreforms. Developmentatate vs.guanxicapitalism. Socialism with i@nese
FKDUDFWH U L \SaciaksY legddiesvial \'radk Fo@nship and village enterprises (TVES).
Stateowned enterprises (SOES). Foreign direct investment TRBIjise of East AsagainShort
term view vs. lorgerm view.

Bardhan, Pranab. 20Jwakening Giants, Feet of Clay: Assessing the Economic Rise of China and
Princeton: Princeton University Préssoduction and Chapter 2, pg34

Arrighi, Giovanni "6WDWHVQ @ RDNHWYY ODV P RoBitows: Bsfa @ritiddiy W
15(2): 25:284.

Week16 (Apr. 26 “Futures Past”



