
ing 

on Northeast Asia  (China, Taiwan, Korea , and Japan ) with some emphasis on Southeast Asia. This 

course has at least three goals: 1) to understand important political issues, political institutions, 

political behaviors, contentious politics, and politica l economies of East Asia, 2) to provide a 

theoretical fra mework to understand important historical events  that have shaped the current 

politics of East Asia, and 3) to overcome an ethnocentric provincialism by making expl icit and 

implicit comparisons (e.g.
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SCHEDULE/OUTLINE OF TOPICS  

 
 
1-2 

 
Jan 

 
14-19 

  
Introduction and Analytical Framework 

 
I. MODERN CAPITAL -NATION -STATE FORMATION  

 
 
2-3 

 
Jan      

 
21-26 

  
The �(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H���R�I���0�R�G�H�U�Q���(�D�V�W���$�V�L�D�����$���%�L�U�G�·�V���(�\�H���9�L�H�Z 

 
3-4 

 
Jan/Feb    

 
28-2-4 

  
China and Taiwan 

 
5 

 
Feb 

 
9 

  
Mardi Gras Holiday �² No class meeting 

 
5-6 

 
Feb   

11-16-
18 

  
Korea and Japan 

 
II. POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS , CULTURE S, AND PEOPLE  

 
 
7 

 
Feb   

 
23 

  
Democracies 
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READINGS 
 
Each student is expected to read (before class) all the required 
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Week 5-6 (2/ 11-16-18)  Japan and Korea 
Tokugawa regime. Sankin-kotai. Meiji Ishin. Oligarchs. Taisho Democracy. Rationalist explanation. 
Imperialism in the 1880s. Expansionism and militarism. Zaibatsu. Choson (or Joseon) dynasty and 
the issue of historical continuity. Decolonization period and the Korean War. How was Korea 
divided? The world in 1945. Juche and the nature of the North Korean state. NucTJ
6m

1 
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�.�U�X�J�P�D�Q���� �3�D�X�O���� ������������ �¶�7�K�H�� �0�\�W�K�� �R�I�� �$�V�L�D�·�V�� �0�L�U�D�F�O�H���� �$�� �&�D�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\�� �)�D�E�O�H���·��Foreign Affairs  
(November/December): 62-78.   
 
�(�Y�D�Q�V���� �3�H�W�H�U���� ������������ �´�3�U�H�G�D�W�R�U�\���� �'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�D�O���� �D�Q�G�� �2�W�K�H�U�� �$�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V�H�V���� �$ Comparative Political 
Economy Perspective on the Third Worl�G���6�W�D�W�H���µ��Sociological


