POLI 4072: Politics of East Central Europe
M/W/F: 1:30pm-2:20pm
Location: Allen 0023

Professor: Austin S. Matthews Office Hours: Monday 2:30-3:30 or by appt.
Office: Stubbs 320 Email: amatt18@Isu.edu
Overview

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the states of Eastern Europe have developed
into a diverse system of regimes. Some have blossomed into textbook examples of liberal
democracies, while others have stagnated under controlled dominant party systems or even
outright authoritarianism. This course will survey the region to develop a better understanding of
the history, institutions, party systems, and political futures of these states. Utilizing historical
analysis, government documents, and cutting-edge academic research, we will explore the
challenges facing Eastern Europe as a geo-political region and develop our expectations of their



Grading Scale:

Final grades will be determined in accordance with the current plus/minus system of alphabetical
grading utilized by LSU. Below are the possible grades and their numerical range.

Score Grade Score Grade Grade Score

97-100 A+ 94-96 A 90-93 A-

87-89 B+ 84-86 B 80-83 B-

77-79 C+ 74-76 C 70-73 C-

67-69 D+ 64-66 D 60-63 D-
<60 F

Course Policies:

LSU Learning Competency Statement for the Social Sciences:

LSU graduates will demonstrate an understanding of the informing factors of global
interdependence, including economic force, political dynamics, and cultural and linguistic
difference.

Participation:

This course is designed to be a mix of instructor-guided lecturing and student discussion.
Considering my generous policy on reading assignments, | expect all students to come to class
ready to critique the week’s assigned reading and core concepts. This is a small class, so
attendance and participation will be noted.

Special Accommodations:

Please speak with Disability Services and the instructor as early as possible in the semester if you
have a documented need for accommodation. | will of course keep this information in confidence
and do everything I can to facilitate the course’s learning objectives for you. Disability Services is
located in 115 Johnson Hall and can be contacted at 225-578-5919.

General Statement on Academic Integrity:
L



excuse for academic misconduct. Remember there is a difference between paraphrasing and
quoting and how to properly cite each respectively.

One tool available to assist you in correct citations is the “References” function in Microsoft
Word.



Week 5, Sept. 18-22: Modern history — post-communist era
Watch “ABC — 1990 News reports on the collapse of communism.” Available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBZ2i2m3ai0

Week 6, Sept. 25-29: Institutions and party systems — East-Central Europe



THANKSGIVING BREAK: Nov. 22 & 24

Week 14, Nov. 27-Dec. 1: Future Issues — Violence and Ethno-Nationalism
Baki!-Hayden, Milica. 1995. “Nesting Orientalisms: The Case of Former Yugoslavia.”
Slavic Review 54 (4): 917-931. Available through Google Scholar search.

FINAL EXAM: Saturday, Dec. 9, 3:00-5:00pm, meet in our usual classroom



