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Course Overview 

Course Description  

This course provides a regional analysis of political systems in the states of East Central Europe. 

Emphasis is given to the evolution of domestic institutions and political parties, as well as the current 

political climate, elections, and the legacies of communism. This comparative politics course is designed 

to focus on the development of the bloc as a whole, but also features discussion of individual states as 

case studies. In addition, attention is also given to ethnicity, nationalism and certain aspects of the 

economy, namely the transition of states from communism to market economies. 
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Quizzes (2) 

Students will take two in-class quizzes on dates noted by the instructor in the Course Calendar. Content 

for quizzes will be taken from select news articles or other readings provided by the instructor. These 

articles will be posted on Moodle in a labeled quiz folder. Quizzes be multiple-choice and you will need 

a small scantron for quizzes. 

Exams (2)  

Content for exams are taken from in-class lectures and assigned chapter readings (textbook chapters & 

other chapter readings). Note that news articles are not required reading material for exams, although 

some of the material may overlap. The format for exams will be multiple choice and short answer essay.  

 

 -Midterm Exam- 

 This exam will test for content covered from the beginning of the course to the point of the 

 Midterm Exam. The format for this exam will be multiple choice and short answer essay. The 

 Midterm Exam will be administered in-class on March 8, 2022. You will need a small 

 scantron and a bluebook for this exam.  

 

 -Final Exam- 

 This exam will test for content covered after the Midterm Exam. While this exam is not 

 cumulative, you will still need a fundamental grasp of the concepts and ideas discussed in the 

 first half of the semester to be effective on this exam. The format for this exam will be multiple 

 choice and short answer essay. The Final Exam will be administered on Tuesday, May 10, 2022 

 at 8:00pm. The location for the Final Exam will be the normal classroom. You will need a small 

 scantron and a bluebook for this exam.  

  *Note: This exam date/time is set by the University and cannot be moved,    

  modified, or 

m



Grading Policies 





Communication and Conduct 

All communication with the instructor and all written work should be prepared using formal, standard 

language. In other words, do not use “texting” language or other abbreviated jargon to communicate 

your thoughts and ideas for this class.  

 

Additionally, all students are required to conduct themselves appropriately at all times and in a 

professional, courteous manner. This means it is necessary for you to treat others with respect and 

courtesy. Talking while the instructor or another student is talking will not be tolerated.  Conduct that is 

disruptive and/or not respectful of an academic environment will also not be tolerated. Severe violation 

of these guidelines will be reported to the LSU Office for the Dean of Students. 

General Statements 



LECTURE TOPICS       [Spring 2022] 

(in order of class discussion) 

 

Topic I.  Introduction to East Central Europe | 

  Early Twentieth Century States and Context of World War II 

  Required Reading: Textbook, pp. 3-16 

 

Topic II.  





   

Mar 29 
 
 

Lecture - 

   

Apr 5 
 
 

Lecture - 

   

Apr 12 
 
 

Lecture Quiz #2 

   

Apr 19 
 
 

Lecture - 

   

Apr 26 
 
 

Lecture


