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THE FACES OF MODERNITY: DIFFERENT WAYS OF THINKING   
  
�³�%�X�W���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�Q���D�P���,�"�����$���W�K�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�L�Q�N�V�������:�K�D�W���L�V���D���W�K�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�L�Q�N�V�"�����,t is a thing which doubts, understands, 
�F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�V�����D�I�I�L�U�P�V�����G�H�Q�L�H�V�����Z�L�O�O�V�����U�H�I�X�V�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�O�V�R���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���I�H�H�O�V���´�� 
 René Descartes  
  
�³�7�K�H���U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���D�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���L�V���D��command of reason; and the expression of this 
command is called an �L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���´�� 
  I. Kant  
  
The fate of our times is characterized by rationalization and intellectualization and, above all, by the 'disenchantment of 
the �Z�R�U�O�G���¶����Precisely the ultimate and most sublime values have retreated from public life either into the transcendental 
realm of mystic life or into the brotherliness of direct and personal human relations.  
 Max Weber  
  
  
Required Readings:  
   

René Descartes, Selections from Meditations on First Philosophy   
 http://webspace.ship.edu/cgboer/descartesmeditations.html 
  
  Immanuel Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (Especially the Preface) 
  http://www.justiceharvard.org/resources/immanuel-kant-groundwork-for-the-metaphysics-of-morals-1785/ 
 
 �,�P�P�D�Q�X�H�O���.�D�Q�W�����³�3�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�O���3�H�D�F�H�������$���3�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�L�F�D�O���6�N�H�W�F�K�´ 
 https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/kant/kant1.htm 
 

�0�D�[���:�H�E�H�U�����³�6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�V���D���9�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´ (E-Reserve) 
  
    
    

MISGIVINGS WITHIN MODERNITY   
  
�³Universal freedom, therefore, can produce neither a positive work nor a deed; there is left for it only negative 
action; it is merely the fury �R�I���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���´�� 
 G. W. F. Hegel  
  
�³�$�O�L�H�Q�D�W�H�G���O�D�E�R�X�U���W�X�U�Q�V���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�H�V-life of man, and also nature as mental species-property, into an alien being 
and into a means for his individual existence.  It alienates from man his own body, external nature, his mental 
life and his human life.  A direct consequence of the alienation of a man from the produce of his labour, from 
his life activity and from his species-life, is that man is alienated from �R�W�K�H�U���P�H�Q���´�� 
 K. Marx & F. Engels  
  
civ - i - li - za - tion, n.  1.  an advanced state of human society in which a high level of art, science, religion, 
and government has been reached.  2.  that which is largely responsible for our misery.          
 American College Dictionary & Sigmma/y(1 39 )8g 

   

http://webspace.ship.edu/cgboer/descartesmeditations.html
http://www.justiceharvard.org/resources/immanuel-kant-groundwork-for-the-metaphysics-of-morals-1785/
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/kant/kant1.htm


Required Readings:  
  
 G. W. Hegel, Excerpts from The Phenomenology of the Spirit   

(A. Consciousness & B. Self-Consciousness) 
 http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/hegel/phindex.htm 
 
 C. L. Eubanks, 

http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/hegel/phindex.htm
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/manuscripts/labour.htm
http://faculty.georgetown.edu/irvinem/theory/Freud-CivDis.html
http://www.handprint.com/SC/NIE/GotDamer.html
http://www.naturalthinker.net/trl/texts/Foucault,Michel/Foucault,%20Michel%20-%20Truth,%20Power,%20Self.pdf
http://www.naturalthinker.net/trl/texts/Foucault,Michel/Foucault,%20Michel%20-%20Truth,%20Power,%20Self.pdf
http://foucault.info/foucault/interview.html


 
 

A BRIEF HUSSERLIAN INTERLUDE ON THE RECOVERY OF NAIVETÉ  
  
�³�,�W���Z�L�O�O���J�U�D�G�X�D�O�O�\��become clearer, and finally be completely clear, that the proper return to the naïveté of life 
�± but in a reflection which raises above this naïveté �± is the only possible way to overcome the philosophical 
�Q�D�w�Y�H�W�p���Z�K�L�F�K���O�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���>�V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\�@���µ�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�¶���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���R�I���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�L�F���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\���´�� 
 E. Husserl  
  

MARTIN HEIDEGGER AND THE REMEMBRANCE OF BEING   
  
�³�%�X�W���Q�R�Z���Z�H���P�X�V�W���Q�R�W�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���H�Y�H�Q���D�V���H�D�U�O�\���D�V���*�D�O�L�O�H�R�����W�K�H��
surreptitious substitution of the mathematically substructed world of idealities for the only real world, the 
one that is actually given through perception, that is ever experienced and experienceable �± our everyday 
life-�Z�R�U�O�G���´�� 
 E. Husserl  
  
�³�7�K�L�V���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���L�V���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O���Q�R�U���S�U�D�Ftical.  It takes place before this differentiation.  This thinking, 
insofar as it is, is the remembrance of Being and nothing else. . . .  Such thinking has no result.  It has no 
�H�I�I�H�F�W�������,�W���V�D�W�L�V�I�L�H�V���L�W�V���Q�D�W�X�U�H���V�L�P�S�O�\���E�\���E�H�L�Q�J�������,�W���O�H�W�V���%�H�L�Q�J���E�H���´  
 M. Heidegger  
  
Required Reading:  
   
 �-�����3�����6�D�U�W�U�H�����³�(�[�L�V�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�P���L�V���D���+�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P�´�� 
 http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm

http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm


   
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS   

   
The study of political theory or philosophy is the study of meaning:  the meaning of time, of being, of 
history, of individual and communal existence.  It is not possible to divorce that study from value or 


