Political Science 7940: Seminar in International Politics

Spring 2016

Class Meeting: Tuesday 9:00-11:50 Instructor: David Sobek

Class Location: 210 Stubbs Office Hours: Thursday 9:00-10:00
Wednesday 9:00-10:00

E-mail: dsobek@Isu.edu Office Location: 211 Stubbs

Office Number; 578-2134

Summary:



Reading assignments

Many of the readings for this course come from the books. Significant portions of the
readings, however, come from articles that you will need to acquire. For each week the assignments
are listed in a specific order meant to demonstrate the development of the literature. Please read
them in the order that they are listed.

Required Books:

Angel, Norman. 2012 [1912]. The Great Illusion - A Study of the Relation of Military Power To National
Advantage. New York: Bottom of the Hill Publishing. ISBN-10: 161203652X

Blainey, Geoffrey. 1988. The Causes of War, 31 edition. Free Press. ISBN-10: 072510550X

Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce. 1983. The War Trap. New Haven: Yale University Press. ISBN-10:
0300030916

Carr, E.H. 2000. The Twenty Year Crisis 1919-1939. Palgrave Macmillin. ISBN-10: 0333963776
Gat, Azar. 2006. War in Human Civilization. Oxford: Oxford University Press. ISBN-10: 0199236631

Kant, Immanuel. 1957 [1795]. Perpetual Peace. New York: The Liberal Arts Press. ISBN-10:
0915145472

Keohane, Robert. 1984. After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the World Political Economy. Princeton:
Princeton University Press. ISBN-10: 0691122482

Gilpin, Robert. War and Change in World Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. ISBN-10:
0521273765

Hobson, John. 1965. Imperialism. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.



Rosecrance, Richard. 1986. The Rise of the Trading State: Commerce and Conquest in the Modern World. New
York: Basic Books. ISBN-10: 046507037X

Schumpeter, Joseph. 1984. Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy. Harper Collins. ISBN-10: 189139651X

Watson, Adam. 1992. The Evolution of International Society: A Comparative Historical Analysis. Routledge.
ISBN-10: 0415069998



Grading System:

Attendance and Participation (20%):. Attendance and participation account for 20% of your final
grade. Itis vitally important for you to come to class prepared, i.e. having carefully read the
assignments. Simply showing up for class is not sufficient. You will need to consistently contribute
to class discussion in order to satisfy the participation aspect of this part of your grade.

2 Reviews and Presentations (10% each): Three times in the semester you will be required to read
and discuss the optional readings. During these weeks you need to prepare a summary for each of
the required and optional readings (roughly a half page singled-spaced for each article/about 1-2
pages for a book). You will also be expected to present the optional readings to the class (about 15-
20 minutes). The written reviews need to be sent to the class and me by 5:00 PM the Wednesday
before the class.

Paper Assignment (25%): During the semester you will be required to write one 10-12 page paper on
one of the course topics. This paper is an in depth analysis of one question in the literature. You
will be expected to comprehensively summarize the literature on that topic and highlight the
important findings as well as the main questions left unanswered. This paper is due on the last day
of class but can certainly be turned in sooner.

Final Exam (35%): At the end of the semester you will be given a final exam. The format of the
exam will attempt to mimic the comprehensive exams that you will eventually have to take in
graduate school. This is to be completed within a week of the final class.









Lenin, V.1. 1996. Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism. Pluto Press.

Week 8: Neo-Liberalism

Required Readings:
Keohane, Robert. 1984. After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the World Political Economy. Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

Optional Readings:
Keohane, Robert, and Joeseph Nye. 1977 (2000). Power and Interdependence 31 edition. Addison-Wesley.

*RHQQHU &XUHQ ) “IURP 7R\VIR = DWKLSV ,QHUGHSHQGHQFH DQG IIKH (I1HFIV RI
Disaggregated Trade on Militarized DisputHV u Journal of Peace Research. 47(5):547-561.

Additional Readings:
Doyle, Michael. 1997. Ways of War and Peace.. Realism Liberalism, and Socialism. W.W. Norton.

The Original Debates Today

Week 9: Power and War

Required Readings:
Kugler, Jacek and Douglas Lemke. 1996. Parity and War: Evaluations and Extensions of The War Ledger.
Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.

Optional Readings:
Mansfield, Edward. 1995. Power, Trade, and War. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Additional Readings:
James, Patrick. 2002. International Relations and Scientific Progress: Structural Realism Reconsidered.
Columbus: Ohio State University Press.

Siverson, Randolph, and Harvey Starr. 1997. The Diffusion of War: A Study of Opportunity and Willingness.
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Organski, A.F.K, and Jacek Kugler. 1981. The War Ledger. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Week 10: Democratic Peace Debates
Required Readings:
ODR] =HHY DQG %UXFH SXVVHIl “1RUPDILYH DQG 6WUXFlural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-
1 American Political Science Review. 87(3): 624-638.

)DUEHU +HQU\ 6 DQG -RDQQH *RZD “&RPPRQ ,QIHUHVIV RU &RPPRQ 3RILILHV" SH.QIHUSUHILQJ
IKH = HPRFUDILF 3HDFH i The Journal of Politics. 59(2): 393-417.

*DUNINH (UIN ©_DQI = H B0 -XWW *HIl $IRQJ" 2SSRUIXQUN = LILQIQHW DQG WKH 2ULJLQV RI WKH
= HPRFUDILF 3HDFH 1 American Journal of Political Science. 42(1): 1-27.

Oneal, John R. and Bruce M. Russett. 1999. "The Kantian Peace: The Pacific Benefits of Democracy,
Interdependence, and International Organizations, 1885-1992." World Politics 52(1): 1-37.



*DUINNH  (UN “ SUHIHUHQFHV DQG WKH = HPRFUDILF 3HDFH i International Studies Quarterly. 44(2):
119-213.

6REHN =DYLG “5HILPH 7\SH 3UHferences, and War: An Empirical Analysis of Renaissance
DO\ 1 Journal of Conflict Resolution. 47(2): 204-225.

Optional Readings:



The New Debates

Week 12: Rational Choice 1

Required Readings:
Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce. 1983. The War Trap. New Haven: Yale University Press.

Optional Readings:
3XIQDP SREHUl “ =LSIRPDF\ DQG = RPHWILF 3RIIILFV 7KH /RJLF Rl 7ZR-/HYH) *DPHV p
International Organization 42(3): 427-460

)HDURQ -DPHV = " RPHVILF 3RIILFD $XGLHQFHV DQG WKH (VFDIDILRQ RI , QUHUQDILRQDO
= [VSXIHV - American Political Science Review 88(3): 577-592.

6FKX - HQQHIK “/RRNLQJ )RU $XCLHQFH &RVIV 1t Journal of Conflict Resolution. 45(1): 32-60.

GrDQDIR -LP OHIRG\ /R DQG O & 6XQQ\ = RQJ “$ )UDPHZRUN IRU 8QLINLQJ )RUPDI DQG
(PSLLFDI ORGHWV i American Journal of Political Science. 54(3): 783-798.

Additional Readings:
Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce, and David Lalman. 1992. War and Reason Domestic and International
Imperatives.

Week 13: Rational Choice 2
Required Readings:
)YHDURQ -DPHV = “ SDILRQDIVY ([ SIDQDWLRQV IRU = DU u International Organization



Additional Readings:
Milner, Helen. 1997. Interests, Institutions, and Information. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Powell, Robert. 1999. In the Shadow of Power. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Week 14: Social Constructivism
Required Readings:
Wendt. Alexander. 1999. Social Theory of International Politics. Chapters 5-8

Optional Readings:
Dessler, David. 1989. "What's at Stake in the Agent Structure Debate?" International Organization 43:
441-73.

Wen



