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POLI 7947 Seminar in International Conflict 
Fall 2018 

 
Classroom: 210 Stubbs Hall 
Class hours: Tuesday 1:30-4:20 
Office hours:  T/TH 9:00-10:00 am 
                     
 

Professor: Dr. Joe Clare 
Department of Political 
Science 
Louisiana State University 
Office: 206 Stubbs Hall 
Phone: (225) 578-2551 
E-mail: jclare@lsu.edu 

 
 
 
Course Description 
This seminar provides a survey of different approaches to the study of international conflict. We 
will discuss major theories that link conflict to power distributions, alliances, deterrence and 
bargaining, domestic regime type (the democratic peace), domestic instability, and economic 
interdependence. Some recent issues, such as ending wars (mediation and peacekeeping) and 
ethnopolitical conflicts, 



POLI 7947: International Conflict  

 

2 
 



POLI 7947: International Conflict  

 

3 
 

student is responsible for providing satisfactory documented evidence to the instructor within one 
week of his or her absence to substantiate the reason for the absence. Deadline extensions and 
make-ups will be given ONLY in documented cases of serious illness or family emergency. 
Otherwise, short review papers and the seminar paper will be graded F if not turned in to me by the 
specified deadlines. The same applies for the failure to present a short paper in class as scheduled. 
 
 
PLAGIARISM STATEMENT 
“Academic Misconduct” includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying 
academic records, and any act designed to give an unfair academic advantage to the student (such 
as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses 
without permission of the instructors, providing false or misleading information in an effort to 
receive a postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment), or attempts to commit 
such an act. Students should be familiar with the definition of academic misconduct and the Code of 
Student Conduct, available at 
http://www.lsu.edu/judicialaffairs/code.htm If a student is found to have committed an act of 
academic misconduct, s/he will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs and penalized 
appropriately. 
 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY 
If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you 
may require accommodations, please see a Coordinator in the Office of Disability Services so that 
such accommodations may be arranged. After you receive your Accommodation Letters, please 
meet with someone in that office to discuss the provisions of those accommodations as soon as 
possible. For additional information, check the Office of Disability Services Faculty Handbook. 
 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT 
LSU’s PS 1 assures equal opportunity for all qualified persons without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, handicap, marital status, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status in 
admission to, participation in, and treatment or employment in the programs and activities that the 
University operates. This policy statement applies equally to the teaching and learning environment 

within all university recognized courses, curriculum and co-curriculum programs. 
 
 
COPYRIGHT STATEMENT 
Unless otherwise noted, the handouts used in this course are copyrighted. By “handouts,” I mean all 
materials generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, web pages, quizzes, 
exams, lab problems, in-
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SCHOLARLY JOURNALS 

 

Students should be familiar with a few leading journals in the field: 

International Studies Quarterly 

Journal of Conflict Resolution 

International Organization 
 

in the conflict area, additionally: 

International Interactions 

Journal of Peace Research 

International Security 
Conflict Management and Peace Science 

 
and articles on international politics in more general journals in the discipline: 

American Political Science Review 

American Journal of Political Science 

Journal of Politics 

 

 

 

 

SELECT DATASETS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
INTERSTATE CONFLICT 
Militarized Interstate Disputes (MID) & 

Militarized Dispute Locations (MIDLOC) 
International Crisis Behavior (ICB) 
UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset 
Huth and Allee Territorial Claims Data: Status 

Quo Challenges and Outcomes 
Militarized Compellent Threats Dataset 
International Military Interventions 
 

INTRASTATE CONFLICT 
Correlates of War (COW) Intra-State Wars 
UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset 
UCDP Non-State Conflict Dataset 
UCDP Georeferenced Event Dataset 
Political Instability Task Force 

HUMAN RIGHTS & REPRESSION 
Minorities at Risk (MAR) 
CIRI Human Rights data set 
Ethnic Power Relations (EPR) & Georeferenced 

Ethnic Power Relations (GeoEPR) 
UCDP One-sided Violence Dataset 

 (o)415921 Tf
1 /F11 11 Tf G
[(H)-4(U)-5(M)10(A)-7(N R)-6(I)7et

http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/MIDs
http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/MIDLOC
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/icb/data/
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/datasets/ucdp_prio_armed_conflict_dataset/
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=hdl:1902.1/10636
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=hdl:1902.1/10636
http://faculty.virginia.edu/tsechser/MCT-Coding-Document.pdf
https://www.k-state.edu/polsci/intervention/
http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/COW-war
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/datasets/ucdp_prio_armed_conflict_dataset/
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/datasets/ucdp_non-state_conflict_dataset_/
http://ucdp.uu.se/ged/data.php
http://www.systemicpeace.org/inscrdata.html
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/
http://www.humanrightsdata.com/p/data-documentation.html
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/datasets/ucdp_one-sided_violence_dataset/
http://www.paulhensel.org/icow.html
http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/0,,contentMDK:20701031~pagePK:64214825~piPK:64214943~theSitePK:469382,00.html
http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/0,,contentMDK:20701031~pagePK:64214825~piPK:64214943~theSitePK:469382,00.html
http://www.columbia.edu/~vpf4/research.htm
http://www.arts.canterbury.ac.nz/bercovitch/databases.shtml
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/datasets/ucdp_peace_agreement_dataset/
http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/territorial-change
http://atop.rice.edu/
http://www.correlatesofwar.org/data-sets/formal-alliances


http://www.isadiscussion.com/view/0/datasets.html
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Week 4: September 11 
STRUCTURAL AND DYADIC POWER BALANCES/SHIFTS 
Overview: Rasler, Karen and William R. Thompson. 2010. “Systemic Theories of Conflict.” In The 

International Studies Encyclopedia, ed. Robert A. Denemark, London: Wiley Blackwell. 
*MOODLE 

 
Structural Power 
Waltz, Kenneth. 1988. “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory.” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 

18 (4): 615-28. 
Wayman, Frank W. 1984. “Bipolarity and War: The Role of Capability Concentration and Alliance 

Patterns among Major Powers, 1816-1965.” Journal of Peace Research 21 (1): 61-78 
 
Dyadic Power Relations 
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Week 7: October 2 
DETERRENCE AND BARGAINING II 
Overview: Morrow, James D. 1999. “The Strategic Setting of Choices: Signaling, Commitment, and 

Negotiation in International Politics.” In Strategic Choice and International Relations, ed. 
David A. Lake and Robert Powell. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, pp. 77-114. 
*MOODLE 

 
Credibility, Signals, and Commitments 
Fearon, James D. 1995. “Rationalist Explanations for War.” International Organization 49 (3): 379-

414. 
Sechser, Todd S. 2010. “Goliath’s Curse: Coercive Threats and Asymmetric Power.” International 

Organization 64 (4): 627-660. 
Guisinger, Alexandra, and Alastair Smith. 2002. “Honest Threats: The Interaction of Reputation and 

Political Institutions in International Crises.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 46 (2): 175–200. 

Weisiger, Alex, and Keren Yarhi-Milo. 2015. “Revisiting Reputation: How Past Actions Matter in 

International Politics.” International Organization 69 (2): 473–495. 

 
 
Week 8:  October 9 
COOPERATION AMONG ADVERSARIES 
Fearon, James D. 1998. “Bargaining, Enforcement, and International Cooperation.” International 

Organization 52 (2): 269-305. 
Schultz, Kenneth A. 2005. “The Politics of Risking Peace: Do Hawks or Doves Deliver the Olive 

Branch.” International Organization 59 (1): 1-38. 
Clare, Joe. 2014. “Hawks, Doves, and International Cooperation.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 58 

(7): 1311-1337. 
McGillivray, Fiona and Alastair Smith. 2000. “Trust and Cooperation Through Agent-Specific 

Punishments.” International Organization 54 (4): 809-824. 
 
 
Week 9: October 16 
DOMESTIC REGIME TYPE I 
Overview: Chan, Steve. 2010. “Progress in the Democratic Peace Research Agenda.” In The 

International Studies Encyclopedia, ed. Robert A. Denemark, London: Wiley Blackwell. 
*MOODLE 

 
Maoz, Zeev, and Bruce Russett. 1993. “Normative and Structural Causes of the Democratic Peace, 1946-

1986.” American Political Science Review 87 (3): 624-38. 
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