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Louisiana State University 
Political Science 

POLI-7964 ▪ Spring 2021 
T 4:30-7:30 ▪ Online 

Research Design 

Professor: Jas M. Sullivan, Ph.D. 
Office: 238 Stubbs Hall 
Phone: (225) 578-6442 

Email: jamsulli@lsu.edu 

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the processes and 
techniques necessary to conduct social science research. Specifically, students will learn how to 
frame a research question, assess methods best suited to research questions, measure concepts, 
understand data collection strategies, and analyze data. 

Course Objectives: The major objectives of the course are as follows:  

1. To introduce students to research methods used in the social sciences. 
2. To enable students to efficiently locate, understand, and evaluate social science research 

reported in both scholarly publications and in more mainstream outlets (e.g., 
newspapers). 

3. To enable students to critically analyze published research and identify flaws and 
limitations of previously conducted research. 

4. To help students design and conduct research by providing the tools to formulate research 
questions and develop the appropriate study design and methods (both qualitative and 
quantitative) needed to generate the data necessary for answering those questions. 

5. To encourage students to work with others to both enhance understanding of the 
materials and to optimize the creativity and fun involved in the research process. 

6. To provide students with the knowledge and the ability to conduct and evaluate research 
in their respective discipline. 

7. Demonstrate analytical, verbal, and written skills. 

Course Methods: 

To reach these goals, you will: 

� Read and discuss weekly assignments; 
� Apply a research method by carrying out a short study; and 

Write and present your findings 

Basic Expectations: 

You can expect me (the professor) to: 
� Arrive on time and be prepared for class; 
� Follow the syllabus and alert you in advance of any changes; 
� Respond as quickly and as thoroughly as possible to your work and concerns; and 
� Evaluate your work fairly according to clearly communicated expectations. 
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� Neuman, W. Lawrence. 2009. Understanding Research. (New York: New York, Pearson 
Education Inc.). 

� Additional readings posted on Moodle [Denoted as M on reading schedule]. 

Evaluation: 
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73-76.99 C 
70-72.99 C-
67-69.99 D+ 
63-66.99 D 
60-62.99 D-
0-59.99 F 

Course Schedule: 

Class Meetings: Readings Due: 
%&'()*+,!7*84!"#!
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Topic 4 M;8/'2:&*A<^'![!_2'.*:<;8*A<^'!
Readings: 
J'&3*8,!G4!K*L.'8/'!M0*2:'.!#F!NCA*88<8Q!*!@:&)+O!P2Q4!#6=`6R4!
J'&3*8,!G4!K*L.'8/'!M0*2:'.!6F!N@*32A<8QF!X;L!:;!@'A'/:!*!Z'L!
:;!B'2.'('8:!:0'!-*8+O!P2Q4!U5="TER4!

J'&3*8,!G4!K*L.'8/'!M0*2:'.!`F!N-'*(&.<8Q!@;/<*A!K<?'O!
P2Q4!""#="$ER4!

Section 3: Modes of Observation 

%&'()*+,!Z'14!E! Topic1F!@&.]'+!-':0;)!
Readings: 

J'&3*8,!G4!K*L.'8/'!M0*2:'.!5F!N%0'!@&.]'+F!V(W<8Q!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
C';2A'O!P2Q4!"6#="a5R4!
In-Class Article Analysis ActivityF!
Article 9F!%;)*+b(!X&(1*8)!-;.'!98];A]')!<8!X;&('0;A)!!
>&:<'(!%0*8!C;(:=GG!99!P-;;.',!2Q4!a$=a5R4![M] 

Expectations of Methods and Analysis Section Discussion 
%&'()*+,!Z'14!#$! Topic2F!Ic2'.<3'8:*A!-':0;)!

Readings: 
J'&3*8,!G4!K*L.'8/'!M0*2:'.!aF!N%0'!Ic2'.<3'8:O!P2Q4!"aU=#T#R4!
In-Class Article Analysis ActivityF!
Article 14F!%0'!B;A'!;?!C''.!M;8?;.3<:+!<8!:0'!>'/<(<;8!:;!B<)'!
L<:0!*8!98:;c</*:')!>.<]'.!PC;L'AA!*8)!>.&/W'.,!2Q4!Ea="TTR4![M] 

%&'()*+,!-*./0!#!
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J'&3*8,!G4!K*L.'8/'!M0*2:'.!"TF!N_1('.]<8Q!C';2A'!<8!J*:&.*A!
@'::<8Q(O!P2Q4!#5#=#ETR4!
ArticleF!N\&*A<:*:<]'!B'('*./0!-':0;)(F!V!>*:*!M;AA'/:;.b(!Z<'A)!
D&<)'4O![M] 
ArticleF!I4!@/;::!D'AA'.,!J*(;8!G4!B&((,!*8)!-*.W!D4!VA:;3*.<4!
"EU54!NJ*:&.*A<(:</!_1('.]*:<;8(!;?!S''.!>.<8W<8Q!V3;8Q!M;AA'Q'!
@:&)'8:(4O!Journal of Applied Behavior AnalysisF!"EF!$E"=$E54!![M] 
In-Class Article Analysis ActivityF!

Article 12F!V8!e8;1:.&(<]'!-'*(&.'!;?!B*/<*A!S'0*]<;.!<8!*!
e8<]'.(<:+!M*?':'.<*!PC*Q',!2Q4!UE=E"R4![M] 

%&'()*+,!-*./0!$T! Topic6F!Discussion of Results Section 

%&'()*+,!V2.<A!5! G;.W!;8!2*2'.!

%&'()*+,!V2.<A!"$! G;.W!;8!2*2'.!
%&'()*+,!V2.<A!#T! Z<8)<8Q(!C.'('8:*:<;8(!>&'!P]<*!C;L'.C;<8:R!>&'!1+!""23!;8!

-;;)A'!
%&'()*+,!V2.<A!#a! C*2'.!>&'!-;;)A'!1+!""23!
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