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2) Participation and a brief class presentation (20%). Attendance is mandatory. All students are 
required to have completed the required readings for each week before class begins, and everyone 
should be prepared to discuss the readings during class. Students are also required to make a short 
presentation (about 10 minutes) 

 

(about (about 

 ⡡扯畴 required 
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TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS 
(subject to change) 

 
I. INTRODUCTION, POWER, THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
Two fundamental questions: What is it, and how does it work? Role of theory. Different ontological 
and epistemological positions on structure/agency and material/ideational/cultural. Critical juncture 
and path dependence. Methodological issues. Explanation and interpretation. Systematic patterns vs. 
stochastic elements. The 18th Brumaire model. Three dimensions of power. Fourth face of power. 
 
Required reading 
 

- Lukes, Steven. 2005[1974]. Power: A Radical View. New York: Palgrave. Chapter 1.  
 
Recommended reading on the state of comparative research  
 

- Laitin, David. 2002. “Comparative Politics: State of the Subdiscipline.” In Ira Katznelson 
and Helen Milner (eds.), Political Science: State of the Discipline. New York: W.W. Norton, pp. 
630-659. 

- Kohli, Atul, Peter Evans, Peter Katzenstein, Adam Przeworski, and Susanne Rudolph
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II. CAUSALITY, COMPARATIVE METHODS, AND STATISTICAL REGULARITY 
Rubin causal model. Causal inference and causal mechanism. Identification problem. SUTVA. 
Variable-oriented vs. case-oriented research. Mill’s methods. Selection bias. Conditional probability. 
Counterfactuals. “Possible worlds.” “Opening the black box.” Causal chain and process tracing. 
Importance of history. Historiography. “Foreign” languages. Mixed method strategy. 
 
Required reading 
 

- King, Gary, Robert Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. “Causality and Causal Inferences.” In 
Design
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- Mann, Michael. 1985. “The Autonomous Power of the State.” Archives Européennes de  
Sociologie 25(2): 185-213. 

- Levi, Margaret. 1988. “Appendix: Bringing People Back into the State.” In Of Rule and 
Revenue. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, pp. 185-204. 

- Mitchell, Timothy. 1991. “The Limits of the State: Beyond Statist Approaches and their 
Critics.” American Political Science Review 85(1): 77-96. 

- Hay, Colin. 2014. “Neither Real nor Fictitious but ‘As If Real’? A Political Ontology of the 
State.” British Journal of Sociology 65(3): 459-480.  

 
Recommended reading 
 

- Abrams, Philip. 1988. “A Notes on the Difficulty of Studying the State.” Journal of Historical 
Sociology 1(1): 58-89.  

- Bourdieu, Pierre. 2014. On the State: Lectures at the Collège de France. Cambridge, UK: Polity.  
- Jessop, Bob. 2016. The State: Past, Present, Future. Cambridge, UK: Polity.  
- Lane, Frederick. 1958. “Economic Consequences of Organized Violence.” Journal of Economic 

History 18(4): 401-417.  
- Scott, James. 2009. The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia. 

New Heaven: Yale University Press.  
 
Further reading 
 

- Boix, Carles. 2015. Political Order and Inequality. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
- Boone, Catherine. 2014. Property and Political Order in Africa. New York: Cambridge University 

Press.  
- Centeno, Miguel. 2003. Blood and Debt: War and the Nation-State in Latin America. University 

Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press. 
- 
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- Green, Liah. 2001. The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth. Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press.  

- Marx, Anthony. 1998. Making Race and Nation: Comparison of South Africa, the United States, and 
Brazil. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press.  

- Morgan, Edmund. 1988. Inventing the People: The Rise of Popular Sovereignty in England and 
America. New York: W.W. Norton.  

- Smith, Anthony. 2009. Ethno-Symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach. London: 
Routledge.   

 
Background reading 
 

- Armstrong, John. 1982. Nations before Nationalism. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press.  

- Breuilly, John. 1985. Nationalism and the State. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
- Fanon, Frantz. 2004[1961]. The Wretched of the Earth. New York: Grove Press.   
- Hobsbawm, Eric, and Terence Ranger. 2012[1983]. The Invention of Tradition. Cambridge and 

New York: Cambridge University Press.  
- Renan, Ernest. 1996[1882]. “What Is a Nation?” In Geoff Eley and Ronald Suny (eds.), 

Becoming National: A Reader. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 41-55. 
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- North, Douglass, and Barry Weingast. 1989. “Constitutions and Commitment: The 
Evolution of Institutions Governing Public Choice in 17th Century England.” Journal of 
Economic History 49: 803-832. 

- Therborn, Göran. 1977. “The Rule of Capital and the Rise of Democracy.” New Left Review 
103: 113-114. 

- Ziblatt, Daniel. 2017. Conservative Parties and the Birth of Democracy. New York: Cambridge 
University Press.  

 
Further reading 
 

- Albertus, Michael. 2017. “Landowners and Democracy: The Social Origins of Democracy 
Revisited.” World Politics 60(2): 233-76. 

- Ansell, Ben, and David Samuels. 2014. Inequality and Democratization: An Elite-Competition 
Approach. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press. 

- Bates, Robert, and Da-Hsiang Donald Lien. 1985. “A Note on Taxation, Development and 
Representative Government.” Politics and Society 14: 53-70. 

- Coppedge, Michael. 2012. Democratization and Research Methods. New York: Cambridge 
University Press.  

- Downing, Brian. 1992. The Military Revolution and Political Change: Origins of Democracy and 
Autocracy in Early Modern Europe. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  

- Engerman, Stanley, and Kenneth Sokoloff. 2005. “The Evolution of Suffrage in the New 
World.” The Journal of Economic History 65: 891-921. 

- Mahoney, James. 2003. “Knowledge Accumulation in Comparative Historical Research.” In 
James Mahoney and Dietrich Rueschemeyer (eds.), Comparative Historical Analysis in the Social 
Sciences. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

- Rueschemeyer, Dietrich, Evelyne Huber Stephens, and John Stephens. 1992. Capitalist 
Development and Democracy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

- Skocpol, Theda. 1973. “Critical Review of Barrington Moore’s Social Origins of Democracy 
and Dictatorship.” Politics & Society 4(1): 1-34.  

- Ziblatt, Daniel. 2006. “How Did Europe Democratize?” World Politics 58(2): 311-38. 
 
Background reading 
 

- Collier, Ruth. 1999. Paths toward Democracy
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- Putnam, Robert. 1994. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. 

- Rustow, Dankwart. 1970. “Transitions to Democracy.” Comparative Politics 2(3): 337-363.  
- Tilly, Charles. 1989. Big Structures, Large Processes, and Huge Comparisons. New York: Russell 

Sage Foundation.  
 
VII. THE DYNAMICS OF REGIME TRANSITIONS 
Endogenous vs. exogenous theories. Prerequisites vs. contingencies. Top-down vs. bottom-up 
processes. Crisis-driven vs. non-crisis transitions. Internal vs. external factors. Transition dynamics. 
Strategic interactions. Threshold model. Asymmetric information. Game theoretical tool. Rationality 
and “mistake.” Fragility of democracy. Compromise revisited. Why is it that we don’t know ex ante 
and we know ex post? Wealth as a sufficient condition for democratic survival. 
 
Required reading 
 

- Przeworski, Adam. 1991. Democracy and the Market. New York: Cambridge University Press, 
Introduction, A Prologue, and Chapter 1-2.   

- Kuran, Timur. 1991. “The East European Revolution of 1989: Is it Surprising that We Were 
Surprised?” American Economic Review 81(2): 121-125.  

- Przeworski, Adam and Fernando Limongi. 1997. “Modernization: Theories and Facts.” 
World Politics 49(2): 155-183. 

 
Recommended reading 
 

- Acemoglu, Daron, and James Robinson. 2000. “Why Did the West Extend the Franchise? 
Democracy, Inequality, and Growth in Historical Perspective.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 
115(4): 1167-1199. 

- Haggard, Stephen, and Robert Kaufman. 2016. Dictators and Democrats: Masses, Elites, and 
Regime Change. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  

- Kuran, Timur. 1991. “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European 
Revolution of 1989.” World Politics 44, 1: 7-48. 

- Sarotte, Mary. 2014. The Collapse: The Accidental Opening of the Berlin Wall. New York: Basic 
Books.  

 
Further reading 
 

- Aidt, T. S., and Peter Jensen. 2014. “Workers of the World, Unite! Franchise Extensions and 
the Threat of Revolution in Europe, 1820-1938.” European Economic Review 72: 52-75.  

- Boix, Carles. 2011. “Democracy, Development, and the International System.” American 
Political Science Review 105: 809-828. 

- Boix, Carles. 2002. Democracy and Redistribution. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
- Boix, Carles, and Susan Stoke. 2003. “Endogenous Democratization.” World Politics 55: 517-

549.  
- Gates, Scott, and Brian D. Humes. 1997. “Information and Transitions to Democracy: An 

Examination of Przeworski’s Democracy and the Market.” In Games, Information, and Politics. 
Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press.  

- Kim, Wonik, 2007. “Social Insurance Expansion and Political Regime Dynamics in Europe, 
1880-1945.”  Social Science Quarterly 88(2): 494-514. 
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- Lizzeri, Alessandro, and Nicola Persico. 2004. “Why Did the Elites Extend the Suffrage? 
Democracy and the Scope of Government with an Application to Britain’s Age of Reform.” 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, May: 707-765. 

- Lohmann, Susanne. 1994. “The Dynamics of Informational Cascades: The Monday 
Demonstrations in Leipzig, East Germany, 1989-1991.” World Politics 47: 42-101. 

- 
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- Olson, Mancur. 1993. “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development.” American Political 
Science Review 87: 567-576. 

- Slater, Dan. 2010. Ordering Power: Contentious Politics and Authoritarian Leviathans in 
Southeast Asia. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

- Wedeen, Lisa. 1999. Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

 
Background reading 
 

- Arendt, Hannah. 1994[1951]. The Origins of Totalitarianism. New York: A Harvest Book.  
- Canetti, Elias. 1984[1960]. Crowds and Power. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  
- Linz, Juan. 2000. Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes. Boulder: Lynne Rienner.  
- Linz, Juan. 1979. The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes: Crisis, Breakdown, and Reequilibrium. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.  
- O’Donnell, Guillermo. 1979. Modernization and Bureaucratic-Authoritarianism: Studies in South 

American Politics. Berkeley: University of California Press.  
 
IX. PARLIAMENTARISM AND PRESIDENTIALISM 
Constitutional arrangements of the power structure. Paradox of presidentialism. Delegative 
democracy. Immobilism. “Difficult combination.” Regime instability vs. cabinet instability. 
Presidentialism and the classical doctrine of democracy. Parliamentarism and classical liberalism. 
Typology problems. The rise of semi-presidentialism. Wealth and democratic survival revisited. Do 
institutions matter?  
 
Required reading 
 

- Linz, Juan. 1990. “The Perils of Presidentialism.” Journal of Democracy 1(1): 51-69. 
- Mainwaring, Scott. 1993. “Presidentialism, Multipartism, and Democracy: The Difficult 

Combination.” Comparative Political Studies 26: 198-228. 
- Stepan, Alfred, and Cindy Skach. 1993. “Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic 

Consolidation: Parliamentarism versus Presidentialism.” World Politics 46: 1-22 
- Cheibub, José Antonio, Zachary Elkins, and Tom Ginsburg. 2013. “Beyond Presidentialism 

and Parliamentarism.” British Journal of Political Science 44: 515-544. 
 
Recommended reading 
 

- Cheibub, José Antonio. 2006. Presidentialism, Parliamentarism and Democracy. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

- Lijphart, Arend. 1999. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six 
Countries. New Haven and London: Yale University Press.  

- Tsebelis, George. 1995. “Decision Making in Political Systems: Veto Players in 
Presidentialism, Parliamentarism, Multcameralism, and Multipartyism.” British Journal of 
Political Science 25: 289-326. 
 

Further reading 
 

- Alexiadou, Despina. 2015. “Ideologues, Partisans, and Loyalists: Cabinet Ministers and 
Social Reform in Parliamentary Democracies.” Comparative Political Studies 48: 1051-1086.; 
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- Golder, Matt, Sona Golder, and David Siegel. 2012. “Modeling the Institutional Foundations 
of Parliamentary Government Formation.” Journal of Politics 74: 427-445.  

- Mainwaring, Scott, and Matthew Shugart. 1997. “Juan Linz, Presidentialism, and Democracy: 
A Critical Appraisal.” Comparative Politics 29(4): 449-471. 

- Przeworski, Adam, José Cheibub, and Sebastian Saiegh. 2004. “Government Coalitions and 
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- Powell, G. Bingham. 2000. Elections as Instruments of Democracy: Majoritarian and Proportional 
Visions. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

- Przeworski, Adam, and John Sprague. 1986. Paper Stones: A History of Electoral Socialism. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

 
Background reading 
 

- Aldrich, John. 2011. Why Parties? A Second Look. Chicago: University of Chicago.  
- Downs, Anthony. 1957. An Economic Theory of Democracy. London: Harper and Row. 
- Duverger, Maurice. 1954. Political Parties: Their Organization and Activity in the Modern State. New 

York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 
- Michels, Robert. 1959[1915]. Political Parties: A Sociological Study of the Emergence of Leadership, the 

Psychology of Power, and the Oligarchic Tendencies of Organization. New York: Dover.  
- Rae, Douglas. 1967. The Political Consequences of Electoral Laws. New Haven: Yale 

University Press. 
- 
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XII. POLITICAL ECONOMY: THE POLITICS OF GROWTH AND INEQUALITY 
Global trend and patterns of growth, inequality, and globalization. Miracles and disasters. 
“Embedded autonomy.” Can East Asia’s success be emulated in other places? Who guards the 
guardians? “Varieties of capitalism.” Welfare states. Blueprints compared. Dynamics of reforms.  
 
Review of the course. The 18th Brumaire model revisited. “Plurality of worlds” revisited. “Politics is 
the art of the possible.”   
 
Required reading 
 

- Evans, Peter. 1989. “Predatory, Developmental, and Other Apparatuses: A Comparative 
Political Economy Perspective on the Third World State.” Sociological Forum. 4(1): 561-587. 

- Doner, Richard, Bryan Ritchie, and Dan Slater. 2005. “Systemic Vulnerability and the 
Origins of Developmental States: Northeast and Southeast Asia in Comparative 
Perspective.” International Organization 59: 327-361.  

- Esping-Andersen, Gøsta. 1990. The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism. New York: Oxford 
University Press. Introduction and Chapter 1.  

- Przeworski, Adam. 1991. Democracy and the Market. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Chapter 3-4 and Conclusion.  
 

Recommended reading 
 

- Bates, Robert. 2014[1981]. Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political Basis of Agricultural 
Policies. Updated and extended edition. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California 
Press.  

- Beramendi, Pablo, Silja Häusermann, Herbert Kitschelt, and Hanspeter Kriesi. 2015. The 
Politics of Advanced Capitalism. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

- Piketty, Thomas. 2014. Capital in the 21st Century. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard 
University Press. 

- Van Kersbergen, Kees, and Barbara Vis. 2014. Comparative Welfare State Politics. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 
Further reading on growth and the developmental state 
 

- Evans, Peter. 1995. Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation. Princeton: 
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- Cusack, Thomas, Torben Iversen, and David Soskice. 2010. “Coevolution of Capitalism and 
Political Representation.” American Political Science Review 104(2): 393-403.  

- Hall, Peter, and David Soskice. 2001. Varieties of Capitalism: The Institutional Foundations of 
Comparative Advantage. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

- Huber, Evelyn, and John D. Stephens. 2001. Development and Crisis of the Welfare State: Parties 
and Policies in Global Markets. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

- Iversen, Torben, and David Soskice. 2006. “Electoral Institutions and the Politics of 
Coalitions: Why Some Democracies Redistribute More than Others.” American Political Science 
Review 100: 165-181. 

- Lind, Jo Thori. 2005. “Why Is There So Little Redistribution?” Nordic Journal of Political 
Economy 31: 111-125.  

- Mares, Isabela. 2003. The Politics of Social Risk: Business and Welfare State Development.  New 
York: Cambridge University Press. 

- Pontusson, Jonas. 2005. Inequality and Prosperity: Social Europe vs. Liberal America. Cornell 
University Press. 

 
Further reading on globalization 
 

- Baldwin, Richard. 2016. The Great Convergence: Information Technology and the New Globalization. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press. 

- Hays, Jude. 2009. Globalization and the New Politics of Embedded Liberalism. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 

- Milanovic, Branko. 2016. Global Inequality: A New Approach for the Age of Globalization. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press.  

- Rodrik, Dani. 2011. The Globalization Paradox: Democracy and the Future of the World Economy. 
New York: W. W. Norton & Company. 

 
Background reading 


