POLI 7971: Comparative Legislatures
Thursdays: 2:00 — 4:50pm
Location: 210 Stubbs

Professor: Dr. Yann Kerevel Office Hours: Wednesdays 1-3pm or by appt.
Office: 230 Stubbs Email: ykerevli@Isu.edu
Overview

The study of legislative institutions has been dominated by research on the U.S. Congress.
Despite this singular focus, the design of legislatures, their organization, their relations with
other branches of government, the methods by which legislative representatives reach office, and
the way in which representatives serve their constituents vary widely across countries. This
course is designed to introduce students to research on legislatures across the globe.

Required Readings
Most readings are peer-reviewed journal articles easily found through the LSU library system or
Google Scholar. Any book chapters will be provided in PDF format on Moodle.

Evaluation

Weekly writing assignments and discussion questions: 20%

Each week in which there are assigned readings, | expect students to write a 2- 3 page critical
review of the week’s readings. In your review, you should address at least some of the questions
listed below. In addition to writing the 2-page review, | also expect students to submit at least 3
questions related to the readings for discussion. The writing assignment and the 3 questions are
due by 12pm on the day of class and should be submitted electronically by email. To receive full
credit for these assignments, they must all be turned in on time, they must meet the basic
requirements, and it must be clear to me you have read all of the week’s material. | will not be
providing weekly, individual feedback on these assignments but I will reach out to individual
students early in the semester with comments.

1. What is the research question and why is it important?

2. What is the authors’ theory (if there is one)?

3. How do the authors test the theory (i.e. what methods and data do they use?)
4. What are the authors’ primary findings?

whole letter grade. Students with an excused absence must write a 10-page literature review
of the week’s readings plus additional recommended readings on the same topic.

Research Talk Attendance: 5%
You must attend two political science talks during the semester that typically occur Fridays at
noon in 210 Stubbs. A brief 1-page response paper is due for each talk you attend.



Final Paper: 50%

Each student is required to write a 20-25 empirical research paper of publishable quality related
to the study of legislatures. Students are expected to submit a research proposal, a literature
review, a rough draft, and a final draft. In addition, students will present their research on the
final day of class. Students are also expected to meet individually with the professor as necessary
as they develop their research paper. Below are the basic expectations of each component but
further guidance will be provided throughout the course.

! Research Proposal: A brief 2-3 page proposal is due electronically on February 23". At a
minimum, the proposal should include a research question, a b



documented disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak with the Disability
Services and the instructor, as early in the semester as possible. All discussions will remain
confidential. This publication/material is available in alternative formats upon request. Please
contact the Disability Services, 115 Johnston Hall, (225)578-5919.

General Statement on Academic Integrity: Louisiana State University adopted the
Commitment to Community in 1995 to set forth guidelines for student behavior both inside and
outside of the classroom. The Commitment to Community charges students to maintain high
standards of academic and personal integrity. All students are expected to read and be familiar
with the LSU Code of Student Conduct and Commitment to Community, found online at
www.Isu.edu/saa. It is your responsibility as a student at LSU to know and understand the
academic standards for our community.

Students who are suspected of violating the Code of Conduct will be referred to the Office of
Student Advocacy and Accountability. For graduate students, suspension is the appropriate
outcome for the first offense.

Plagiarism and Citation Method: As a student at LSU, it is your responsibility to refrain from
plagiarizing the academic property of another and to utilize appropriate citation methods for all
coursework. Ignorance of the citation method is not an excuse for academic misconduct.
Remember
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