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performance. Depending on the amount of their stipend, assistants are expected to devote up to 20 hours 
per week to departmental duties. Fellowships, which do not require the performance of duties, are also 
awarded. They may comprise all or part of a student’s stipend. 
 

Financial assistance is limited to full-time graduate students who are studying in residence, with 
preference given to students pursuing the Ph.D. No student admitted on probation, or who is 
subsequently placed on probation, may be awarded financial assistance. 
 

All departmental assistantships and fellowships are renewed yearly. The department reviews annually 
each assistant’s record to ensure that those students receiving assistance are making satisfactory progress 
toward the completion of degree requirements and adequately performing their assistantship duties. All 
students on assistantship are expected to maintain at least a 3.5 cumulative GPA. Financial support for 
students will be withdrawn if evidence of satisfactory progress is not apparent. 
 

Students who are awarded assistantships and who make satisfactory progress toward the completion 
of degree requirements are ensured continued funding only for the degree program to which they have 
been admitted. Funding decisions for the M.A. and Ph.D. programs are made separately; a student’s 
previous funding status in the M.A. program will not ensure that student’s funding status for the Ph.D. 
program. 
 

Graduate Students awarded assistantships will be supported for the number of semesters necessary 
to complete their specific degree requirements at the rate of nine hours per semester. A student admitted 
to the M.A. program and awarded an assistantship will be supported in that program for no more than 
four semesters. A student admitted into the Ph.D. program and awarded an assistantship will normally 
be funded through the tenth semester of graduate work. 
 
 

TRANSFER OF GRADUATE CREDIT 
 

M.A. students may transfer no more than six hours of graduate credit from other institutions. For 
advanced graduate students (i.e., those holding the M.A. or equivalent degree), no more than 18 hours of 
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Readings courses are not considered appropriate substitutes for seminars. Normally, readings courses 
may be taken in a field only after the completion of the proseminar and a subject seminar in the field. 
Furthermore, at the Ph.D. level no more than two readings courses may be taken in the principal field, and 
no more than one readings course may be taken in each of the second and minor/third fields. 
 
Grades 
 

A “B” average (3.00) or better is required for continuation in the graduate program. Over and above 
this, the department requires that each student receive at least an A- or better in three political science 
courses upon completion of 18 hours of coursework. For students continuing toward the Ph.D., each 
student must receive at least an A- or better in six political science courses upon 
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student’s major professor. No later than the end of the student’s second semester in the program, and 
upon the recommendation of the major professor, the Department Chair will appoint a master’s 
committee comprised of at least three members of the graduate faculty. The master’s committee 
normally consists of the major professor (who serves as chair), a representative of the second field 
offered, and a representative of the student’s minor department, or a third political science representative 
if no minor is offered. 
 
The Ph.D. Advisory Committee. Before the end of the first semester the Department Chair, upon the 
recommendation of the Director of Graduate Studies, will appoint a Ph.D. advisory committee, which will 
hold a meeting with the student to plan their Ph.D. program. It is expected that each student will work 
very closely with the major professor and other members of the advisory committee, both in framing the 
program of study and in making progress through the Ph.D. program. The advisory committee will have 
the responsibility of providing advice on the student’s program of study, guiding the student in the writing 
of the dissertation, conducting the examinations, and submitting the results of the examinations to the 
Director of Graduate Studies. Furthermore, for students holding the M.A. degree from another institution, 
the Ph.D. advisory committee is charged with deciding about the transfer of graduate credit from other 
institutions and the application of transferred credits to the student’s program of study. 
 
 

Courses and Fields of Study 
 
American Politics 
 
7900#* Seminar in American Politics 
7902 Seminar in Public 
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Political Theory 
 
7980* Seminar in American Political Thought 
7981* Seminar in Classical and Medieval Political Theory  
7982 Seminar in Early Modern Political Theory 
7990#* Seminar in Political Theory: Interpretation and Analysis  
7991* Special Topics in Political Theory 
7995* Seminar in Contemporary Political Theory 
 
Political Methodology 



8 
 

THE MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM 
 

The Department of Political Science offers the M.A. degree with concentrations in American politics, 
political theory, international relations, and comparative politics. Each student has the option of 
concentrating coursework solely in political science or offering a minor field in a related department. 
 

The department offers two alternative programs for the M.A. in political science: (1) the M.A. thesis 
track; and (2) the M.A. thesis by-pass track. 
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Second Semester 
 

POLI 7***: Proseminar in Principal or Second Field 
(3) POLI 7***: Seminar in Principal Field (3) 
POLI 7***: Seminar in Second Field (3) 

 
Third Semester 

 
POLI 7***: Seminar in Principal Field (3) 
POLI 7***: Elective or Minor Field Seminar 
(3) POLI 8000: Thesis Research (3) 

 
Fourth Semester 

 
POLI 7***: Elective or Minor Field Seminar 
(3) POLI 8000: Thesis Research (3 or 6) 

 
 

As the student approaches the completion of their coursework, a thesis proposal, including a 
discussion of methods and materials to be used, must be submitted to the master’s committee through 
the major professor before the student begins to write the thesis. Students are encouraged to have a 
tentative thesis topic selected and the thesis proposal begun before coursework is completed; in no case 
should the thesis proposal be completed later than the end of the third semester of full-time graduate 
study. Once the proposal has been completed, the major professor will schedule a meeting of the 
committee and the student to discuss the proposed research. The meeting for the proposal defense is 
mandatory, and covers the proposed thesis as well as related literature and methods. Major revisions of 
the proposal should be submitted to the committee for review and approval. 
 

Each member of the committee must be given an opportunity to read a first draft of the thesis. If any 
member of the committee believes that the full committee should meet with the student at this point, 
the major professor will schedule such a meeting. 
 

The final examination will be administered after a tentatively acceptable thesis is completed, and 
clean, readable copies have been available to all members of the committee at least two weeks in advance 
of the final examination. No final examination will be scheduled by the major professor until a sufficient 
number of members of the committee is satisfied with the thesis to ensure that the student will not 
automatically fail. (A student cannot pass with more than one negative vote.) The final examination will 
concentrate on the thesis and 
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Procedures for the M.A. Thesis By-Pass Track 
 

The M.A. thesis by-pass track is designed to move superior students who wish to pursue the Ph.D. at 
a more rapid pace than normal. In order to be admitted into the thesis by-pass track, students must 
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The Ph.D. Advisory Committee and Program Review 
 

During the first semester of Ph.D. coursework, each student should begin consultation with a major 
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Research Skills Requirement 
 

Professional political scientists are frequently called upon to conduct research requiring specialized 
research skills. In order to develop these skills, students working toward the Ph.D. must satisfy the 
departmental research skills requirement by completing the POLI 7961-7962-7963 sequence. POLI 7963 
may be waived for students with political theory as their principal field; the waiver can be granted by the 
Director of Graduate Studies upon the recommendation of the student’s advisory committee and the 
specification in the student’s program of study of an alternative course designed to give the student skills 
appropriate for research in the field of political theory. 
 

It should be noted that this research skills sequence constitutes a minimum requirement for those 
completing the Ph.D. Students working in some fields or subfields may require additional skills (e.g., 
statistics, research methods) not covered in the research skills sequence offered by the department. In 
such cases students may be required by their advisory committees to take additional coursework in 
advanced statistics and methods or other appropriate fields in order to develop research skills

(
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committee. 
 

The Ph.D. dissertation is expected to be an original contribution to knowledge, and therefore 
constitutes a major research effort. The Graduate School normally allows a maximum of four years 
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TEACHING FOR PH.D. STUDENTS 
 

Teaching experience is an important component of graduate training for those Ph.D. students 
intending to pursue an academic career. In most cases it is desirable for Ph.D. students to teach at least 
one course under departmental supervision, primarily in the student’s area of specialization. An effort will 
be made to provide Ph.D. students, including those on fellowship, with an opportunity to teach. 
 
 

POLITICAL SCIENCE AS A MINOR 
 

A student intending to offer political science as a minor is expected to have had adequate preparation 
in political science before taking it for graduate credit. In all cases, the department will determine whether 
the student has the prerequisites necessary to offer political science as a minor. Therefore, all students 
should consult with the Director of Graduate Studies before declaring political science as their minor. 
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