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above. Students should first get approval for the course from the major professor prior to
enrolling in the course. After the course is complete, the student should submit the Seminar
Approval Form to their adviser and then the area head for final approval. You can use this
procedure for one of the five required seminars. Requests to take additional seminars not from
the above list will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

You have must complete these courses with a grade of B or higher. Two failures (either in
the same course or two different seminar courses) will result in dismissal from the doctoral
program.

Research Courses

Students must take a minimum of 6 credits of PSYC 4999 during their first year: 3 credits
during the first semester and 3 credits during the second semester. Students must take a
minimum of 6 credits of PSYC 8939 to complete the program (although students often take
more; there is a maximum of 15 credits). These courses are designed to provide a focused
research experience. All research courses will involve the following format:

f At the beginning of the semester, the advisor and student will specify a project to be
completed during that semester. This project plan must specify a product (or products) to
be turned in at the end of the semester. If research is at an early stage, the project could
include materials development or data collection for a pilot study. Thus, the product to be
turned in could be the actual materials and/or a methods and results section. If research is
at a more mature stage, then the project might involve data collection and analysis, and
the product would be a research paper with an introduction, methods, results and
discussion sections. Although there can be some flexibility for unforeseeable problems,
this should be resolved by the advisor and student agreeing on an alternate product to be
turned in at the end of the semester.

I For any research course, there should be a syllabus outlining the work to be completed.
Students can be given a “U” or an “F” if they have not completed their specified project
or if the product is of sufficiently low quality. If there are extenuating circumstances, the
advisor has the option of giving an incomplete as per university policy. If the work
required to make up the incomplete is not completed within the university-specified
period, the “I” will convert to an “F”.

Course Waivers

If you have a taken a course that you feel is similar in content to one of these courses, please
see the Graduate Coordinator to obtain a Course Waiver Form. You will need to discuss this with
your major professor, the instructor of the course, and the area head.
You may waive up to 12 credits total. Students may apply to waive one “research” CBS content-
relevant graduate seminar and one Teaching of Psychology seminar. The maximum number of
transferred seminars will be limited to one research seminar and one teaching course equivalent.
Be aware that waived courses will not show up on your LSU transcript.

The procedure to waive a course is as follows:
f Discuss potential waiver with major professor.
f Obtain course waiver from the Graduate Coordinator.
f  Provide form with syllabus to major professor.
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I Provide form signed by major professor and syllabus to faculty member who teaches the
course.

f Provide form signed by major professor and LSU instructor, as well as syllabus, to area
head.

I Provide form signed by major professor, LSU instructor, and area head to Graduate
Coordinator.

Course Hour Maximums

Most courses can only be taken once for credit towards a degree. The following courses can be
repeated for credit towards a degree but are limited in the number of hours that can be used for
degree credit.

Course Maximum
Credit Hours

PSYC 4999: Independent Reading and Research in Psychology 6

PSYC 7690: Teaching of Psychology Practicum 4

PSYC 7938: Seminar in Experimental Psychology 12

PSYC 7939: Seminar in Experimental Psychology 12

PSYC 7990: Teaching of Psychology 4

PSYC 8000: Thesis Research 6

PSYC 8939: Independent Research: Experimental Psychology 15

PSYC 9000: Dissertation Research 12

Professional Development Course
All CBS graduate students are required to enroll in the professional development course
every semester that they are part of the CBS graduate program.

Cognitive and Brain Sciences Brown Bag Series

Active participation as a presenter and as an audience member is expected in the CBS Brown
Bag Series. This series is typically held during the regular fall and spring semesters on Fridays at
noon. Faculty and students give presentations on a range of topics. This is an important
component of the training plan of the CBS area, and should help students attain a high level of
professional oral communication by the culmination of their training. Brown Bag performance



Cognitive and Brain Sciences Graduate Student Handbook

2023-2024

I See the Graduate Coordinator for the departmental form that will require your advisor’s
signature.

Advisory Committee
f Atthe end of your first semester, you should form your advisory committee. The
purpose of the advisory committee is to follow your training throughout your graduate
career; however, membership of the advisory committee can change as appropriate. Ask
two professors in addition to your major professor to be on your advisory committee.
There must be at least one other CBS faculty member on your committee. At least one
member of your committee must be a full member of the Graduate School.

1 A note about committees: A student need not retain the same committee for all phases of
graduate work. That is, the master’s committee may differ from the general exam
committee, which may differ from the dissertation committee.

{1 In the case that your major professor is unavailable for an extended amount of time (e.g.,
medical leave, sabbatical, etc.), you can arrange for a member of your advisory
committee to serve as your primary advisor until your major professor returns.

Thesis/Master’s Degree

To obtain the master’s degree, you must fulfill the Graduate School requirements, including
writing a thesis and passing a comprehensive final examination and the following course
requirements.

Thesis Course Requirements

At least 36 hours of credit at the graduate level must be earned, with at least 15 hours at the
7000 level or above. Within these overall requirements, (1) six hours of PSYC 8000 are
required for the thesis project and only 6 hours of PSYC 8000 can count toward the 36
needed, (2) six hours must be from the Cognitive Brain Science Seminars, (3) 3 hours must
be taken from the Core Statistics classes (PSYC 4111 or PSYC 7111) and (4) 3 hours must
be Methodology and Research (PSYC 7117).

Thesis Waiver

If a student has earned a master’s degree in Psychology from another university, they may
submit their thesis to the department for possible acceptance of the department’s master’s
thesis requirement. The student must present their Thesis work in Brown Bag during their
first semester in the program and request a thesis waiver form from the Graduate
Coordinator. The CBS faculty will vote whether or not to approve the Thesis. Then, the
thesis waiver form must be signed by the student’s major professor, their area head, and the
Director of Graduate Training.

Proposal
1) Deadlines/Timelines:
f You are to consult with your major professor in regard to forming your committee
and report the names of the committee to the Graduate Coordinator, in writing, at
least 3 weeks prior to the proposal meeting. (The members of your advisory



https://catalog.lsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=17&poid=9284#tt2811
https://catalog.lsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=17&poid=9284#tt5696
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' You must successfully defend your thesis by the last day of the semester (the day
prior to commencement day) of your 5" semester. Failure to comply with these
guidelines and deadlines will result in loss of financial support for at least 1
semester. In addition, you may be terminated from the doctoral program at the
program area faculty’s discretion.

f At least three weeks prior to a meeting, you complete the Graduate Milestones
Survey on the Graduate Student Resources page of the department’s website. This
will go to the graduate coordinator, who will provide you with all forms needed
for the meeting and for obtaining approval of your committee from the Graduate
School.

f Other deadlines may apply if you plan on graduating the semester you defend.

An Application for the Master’s Degree will need to be submitted by the semester
deadline date. See the Graduate School calendar for those dates. Please also see
“Graduation Time Limits” for more details.

I Two weeks prior to your defense, give your committee members an electronic

copy of your thesis.

2) Registration Rules: You must register for thesis hours (PSYC 8000) any semester you are
working on the project. This includes the semester you propose and the semester you
defend. Although you do not have to be registered for thesis hours the semester you meet
with the Graduate School editor, you do have to be registered for a minimum of 1 credit
hour with the university. (If you are registered as “degree only” you are not eligible to
meet with the editor.) You must have a minimum total of 6 thesis credit hours to defend
your thesis.

3) General Information:

f  Your thesis must be submitted to the Graduate School in their required format
(i.e., electronically). This format may be obtained from the Graduate School
office in 114 David Boyd Hall or on the Graduate School’s web page. Pay close
attention to this format or you will end up with a lot of revisions. You cannot
hand in your final thesis to the Graduate School editor until the semester you
graduate.

f There are three possible outcomes during the defense meeting: P (Pass), F (Fail),
and R (Retake). The grade must be filed within two weeks of the scheduled exam
date, and failure to turn in a grade defaults to an F. If a student passes (P) and
revisions are needed and can be completed within two weeks of the scheduled
exam date, then a grade of P may be assigned. However, if revisions are needed
that take longer than two weeks to complete, a grade of R (Retake) must be
assigned. If a grade of R is assigned, a full committee meeting may be scheduled
for the Retake attempt to occur, at the discretion of the committee. The final grade
from the Retake, P or F, must be filed with the Graduate School by the end of the
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Intermediate/Middle Project
1

10
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ideas and concepts from multiple sources, 3) argue persuasively and clearly communicate your
understanding of important issues orally and in writing, and 4) think critically. The choice of the
option is to be made in consultation with your advisor.

A.

A Literature Review Paper — This paper is of the type that would be typically
submitted to journals such as Psychological Bulletin. The paper will be on a topic in
the student’s area of research specialization. However, this paper should not simply
be the introduction for a student’s dissertation. Rather, it should typically be broader
in scope. However, the topic can be related to the dissertation topic or on a
completely different topic. The breadth of literature covered will be decided in
consultation with the student’s advisor and committee. Students should keep in mind
that a literature review does not involve simply rehashing prior research, but
encompasses a research synthesis (e.g., Cooper, 2003, Psychological Bulletin) that
leads to new insights. A complete draft is due to the student’s advisor three weeks
prior to the final submission deadline. Feedback will be provided within a week.
Once this feedback is received (two weeks before submission deadline), final
revisions will be completely independent. There should be no discussions about the
paper with the committee or anyone else until the oral defense date.

11
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Once the prospectus and organized bibliography has been created, students taking the paper
option will forward these materials to all committee members and schedule a meeting for final
approval of the project. Once the committee approves the prospectus plan, students will have
four months to turn in the paper. During this time period, the student has the option of getting
feedback from his or her advisor on one draft of their paper (whether this is a partial or complete
draft).

1) Deadlines/Timeline: This exam is generally taken by 3" or 4" year students.

' You must complete all qualifying core courses and all five CBS seminars (the last
seminar may be taken concurrently) prior to attempting the General Exam.

I The student will begin to develop their reading lists for the literature review paper
or the written exam. The members of the committee work together with the
student to establish the reading list.

f  The General Exam proposal meeting and defense meeting can be scheduled any

12
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When composing a dissertation from 3 publishable units, at a minimum the student will be
required to write an introduction and conclusion chapter that situate the body of work in the field
and synthesize it in a novel way to make a noteworthy scientific contribution. Regardless of
which dissertation style a student opts to pursue, a proposal is required for all dissertations.
The committee will determine what previously published or publishable work can be included in
the dissertation, and what additional writing or experimentation will be required to satisfactorily
complete the dissertation. In the case of a dissertation including 3 publishable units, the proposal
will present a synthesis of the compiled body of published work and point to the key
contributions that follow.

A publishable unit might be (1) An article or chapter that is accepted for publication or
previously published in a peer-reviewed outlet that the student can demonstrate an intellectual
stake in. For example, being author because of involvement in data collection or analysis,
without a role in experiment planning, literature review, or the majority of writing may not
constitute an intellectual stake. (2) An article or chapter that is prepared for submission, in a
revise and resubmit state, or is being actively revised for submission to a new outlet. The
following will not be considered a publishable unit: (1) a research or grant proposal (2) letters to
the editor.

Proposal
1) Deadlines/Timeline:

f You are to consult with your major professor in regards to forming your dissertation
committee and report the names to the Graduate Coordinator, in writing, at least 3
weeks prior to the exam and no later than the 10™ class day of the semester you intend
to attempt the exam.

f You cannot propose your dissertation until you have successfully completed your
General Examination.

I Two weeks prior to your proposal meeting, give your committee members an
electronic copy of your proposal.

1 Most students generally propose in their 4" year.

2) Reqistration Rules: You must register for dissertation hours (PSYC 9000) any semester
you are working on the project. This includes the semester you propose.

3) Committee: Your committee must have at least 4 members. Your committee chair is your
major professor, your previously appointed Dean’s Representative, and minor professor
(if applicable) and 1 (2 if no minor professor) other members should be professors from
the Psychology department or a department pertinent to the project. At least 2 members
of your committee must be from your specialty area and at least 2 members must be a full
member of the Graduate Faculty. As a departmental rule and as a courtesy, you are to
invite the Dean’s Representative to your proposal meeting. You are to accommodate

14
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1) Data Collection: You may not begin collecting data with human participants until your
project has been approved by the IRB (Institutional Review Board). This process may
take some time depending on the status of your project (e.g., expedited versus full
review).

If your participants are college students, you must obtain a number for your study
from the subject pool manager once your project is approved. This number is how the
department will keep track of your project. You determine how many credit points your
study will be worth to a participant based on time of participation. Each ¥ hour of
participation = 1 credit point.

You may list your study on the online SONA system and students will sign up for
your experiment through the system.

2) General Information: You will need to see the Graduate Coordinator for the necessary
paperwork for your proposal.

You will need to find an agreeable time and date for you and your committee
members. Once this has been done, inform the Graduate Coordinator of the date and
time of your meeting. She will help you with booking a room and equipment you may
need (multi-media etc.).

Only one dissenting vote is allowed for a student to successfully pass the dissertation
proposal regardless of the number of committee members.

You and your committee members are to schedule the proposal and defense meetings
for a minimum of 2 hours.

Defense
1) Deadlines/Timeline:

15
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Graduate School editor, you do have to be registered for a minimum of 1 credit hour with
the university. (If you are registered as “degree only” you are not eligible to meet with
the editor.)

16
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Teaching as Instructor of Record
Any graduate student wishing to be appointed as an instructor of record on a graduate
assistantship must fulfill the following requirements to apply:

1l
1l

1l

1l
1l

Earned their master’s degree prior to the beginning of the appointment.

Provided the Graduate Coordinator with an official transcript indicating your master’s
degree, even if from LSU.

Completed PSYC 7990, Teaching of Psychology, or receive written approval for an
equivalent course at another university.

Enroll in the Teaching of Psychology Practicum, PSYC 7690 while teaching the class.
Complete the Mentor for Instructor of Record form.

Annual Evaluation Process

1l
1l

You will have the chance to receive feedback from the faculty on your progress, and you
will also have the chance to provide feedback to the faculty about your training.

Every year of your training, you will be asked to turn in the Student Annual Report
Evaluation Form and your Research Evaluation form to your Advisory Committee.
Please be sure to append a copy of your vita to these forms. Students, in consultation with
their advisors, must specify specific research goals for the coming year. In addition,
students must evaluate their progress toward the goals they specified in the previous
evaluation.

Every year of your training, you will be asked to fill out a Program Evaluation Form.
This form is to be anonymous so that the faculty will not know who is providing the
feedback.

Graduation Time Limits

17
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problem with the person that is the source of the grievance and attempt a resolution of the
area of concern. If a resolution is not reached, the student should proceed in the following

20
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Recommended Timetable**

Semester Course Work Research
Fall/1t Year Core Stat or Methods Course 1
Seminar or other course
Professional Development (7930)
First Year Project Course (4999)
Spring/ 1%t Year | Core Stat or Methods Course 2 1t Year Project Due

Fall/2" Year

Spring/2" Year

Fall/3"d Year

Spring/3 Year

Required Content Course 1
Seminar or other course

First Year Project Course (4999)
Professional Development (7930)
Content Course

Seminar

Professional Development (7930)
Research Hours (8000 or 8939)
Content Course

Seminar or 7990

Research Hours (8000 or 8939)
Professional Development (7930)
Seminar or 7990

Professional Development (7930)
Research Hours (8000 or 8939)
Content Course

Seminar or 7990

Optional course

Professional Development (7930)

22

Propose Master’s Thesis

Complete and defend Master’s
Thesis
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