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Preface

This handbook contains critical information regarding the policies and procedures of the
Louisiana State University School Psychology Ph.D. Doctoral Program. This document
was created with the goal of integrating Graduate School and departmental rules, with
rules specifically related to the school psychology training program. Students must be
familiar with and follow these rules carefully since they outline requirements for
successful completion of the Ph.D. in school psychology. The most recent copies of this
handbook can be obtained on the department’s web site. Two other essential documents
for graduate students include the LSU General Catalog and the Graduate School \sitd
Pinkie Gordon Graduate School. The LSU General Catalog includes universityvide
information about registration, courses, student information, etc. The LSU General
Catalog can be accessed on the LSU website at Catalog Link. For more information, you
may call the Office of the University Registrar at 225-578-1686. The Graduate School
welsite contains information for graduate students such as academic timelines and
Graduate School procedures. Detailed descriptions of all degree programs offered
through the Graduate School, regulations, and degree requirements pertaining only to
graduate students are found in the section “The Graduate School.” Students are
encouraged to become familiar with these resources as well.

It is students’ responsibility to be aware of the requirements and policies that are
contained within the Handbook and recommended resources. If you have any questions
about these policies, please contact your major faculty advisor (for academic/research
matters,) the Program Director/Director of Clinical Training (PD/DCT; for school
psychology program policies/procedures), the Director of Graduate Studies (DGS; for
department graduate program policies), or the department Graduate Coordinator (for
department graduate program procedures, forms, deadlines, and protocols). We are all
here to help!






orientation of the program is behavioral and ecological systems with a focus on
children and youth as they function within family, school, and community systems.

The program prepares students to address social-emotional and behavioral difficulties, as
well as academic and developmental concerns in children and youth. Faculty expertise
largely focuses on behavioral and social-emotional functioning, with a growing emphasis
on academic screening and intervention. At present, the program offers an Association
for Behavior Analysis International (ABAI) Verified Course Sequence, which fulfills the
coursework requirements to sit for eligibility to take the Behavior Analysis Certification
Board examination. The program is also designed to permit students to pursue licensure
as a psychologist and certification as a school psychologist.

The program emphasizes a strong focus on “hands-on” work in schools, clinics, and
institutions. Faculty and students are active in creating new knowledge through research
and service and students are exposed to strong training in evidence-based assessment and
intervention practices, incorporating the best available science in the field. Graduates of
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Curriculum & Doctoral Degree Requirements

Students in the School Psychology Program are expected to devote full-time to graduate
study and complete the requirements for the Ph.D. within 5 to 7 years. Most typically,
this includes 4 years of full-time enrollment at LSU plus a one-year APA-accredited
internship away from LSU. Although unique circumstances may require some adjustment
of the timetable of the program sequence, students are encouraged to adhere to the
program schedules as closely as possible.

Consistent with APA guidelines (Standards of Accreditation
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course will not be listed on the student's transcript. A student may waive up to a total of
12 credits.
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Waiving Required Courses

In relatively rare instances, students are granted exemption from one or more required
courses in the School Psychology Doctoral training curriculum. the student must have
completed training in another graduate program that the faculty considers to be
substantially equivalent. This training should cover content aligning with the same APA
Discipline Specific Knowledge areas or Profession-wide Competencies, prepare the
student to pass the challenging graduate specialty examination in school psychology, and
adequately prepare them for an internship.
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Course Hour Maximums

Most courses can only be taken once for credit towards a degree. The following courses
can be repeated for credit towards a degree but are limited in the number of hours that
can be used for degree credit. For example, a student can register for more than 12 hours
of PSYC 9000 Dissertation Research, but only 12 hours can count toward the hours
needed to graduate with the Ph.D. The list below is not exhaustive but reflects those most
applicable to the School Psychology Program.

X X X X X X X

PSYC 7668:
PSYC 7669:
PSYC 7690:
PSYC 7990:
PSYC 7969:
PSYC 8000:
PSYC 9000:

Practicum in School Psychology — Course Max Credit of 6
Practicum in School Psychology — Course Max Credit of 6
Teaching of Psychology Practicum — Course Max Credit of 4
Teaching of Psychology — Course Max Credit of 4

Internship in School Psychology — Course Max Credit of 12
Thesis Research — Course Max Credit of 6

Dissertation Research — Course Max Credit of 12

*Note. The LSU School Psychology Ph.D. Program requires that greater than 50% of the
practicum course credits earned by students be completed under course sections for
clinical experiences in school psychology.5 -1.27 Tdxts earne (C)-3 (r)3 (e)4 (di)-2 (-2 (t)-2 (s)-1 (e)-1 (e)-:
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of school-based practice either (a) as part of an advanced practicum in the program (i.e.,
practica following the first year of supervised field experiences), or (b) through an
equivalent prior experience (e.g., a supervised specialist-level school psychology
internship). Students must fulfill this requirement at sites that meet the NASP definition
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two different locations separated by distance to interact via two-way video and audio
transmissions simultaneously. " The LSBEP guidelines are in place “to facilitate the
process for licensed psychologists to provide telepsychology services to residents of
Louisiana.” Services are provided within the state of LA (i.e., services are conducted in
LA by student clinicians and limited to clients or patients also physically located in LA).
Students should also be aware of APPIC guidelines for counting telehealth hours as

part of practicum hours. Hours using two-way, interactive videoconferencing as part of
diagnostic and therapeutic services do count as practicum hours but other activities (e.g.,
phone sessions) do not. This is an evolving area of practice and guidelines may change
over time. Please note that telesupervision is not utilized by our program or our program
practicum sites.

Internship: Students typically begin internships in their fifth year of study. Internships

are typically paid positions that provide advanced training and supervision in the context
of full
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Internship Registration Rules

1. APA-accredited internships are generally 12 months long. Students must enroll in
at least 1 credit hour of PSYC 7969 (Internship in School Psychology) for every
semester they are on internship. For example, if an internship runs July 1 to June
30, the student must enroll in one credit hour of PSYC 7969 for the Summer, Fall,
Spring, and Summer semesters.

2. Students must enroll in at least 3 credit hours per Fall and Spring semesters while
on internship. This can be achieved via PSYC 7969 along with dissertation or
research hours. For example, a student can enroll in 1 hour of 7969 and 2 hours of
9000 for 3 credit hours for the Fall and/or Spring semester.

3. The Graduate School will waive tuition (up to eight credit hours in the regular
semester and five in the Summer) while the student is on internship. If a student is
receiving student loans or on a student visa, it is the student’s responsibility to
find out what the financial institution’s or visa requirements are for registration,
which may require full-time registration.

Please inform the Graduate Coordinator when you have applied for an internship. When
accepted, you must give the Graduate Coordinator a copy of your acceptance letter as
soon as possible.

Internship General Information

1. Inform the Program Director that you plan to apply for an internship no later than
October 1.

2. In APPIC, submit your application to the Program Director for verification at
least two weeks prior to your first application deadline. The application should be
submitted for verification by the Program Director only after you have completed
your final data entry. Changes to your application after the Program Director has
submitted verification are strongly discouraged and could result in failure to meet
application deadlines.

3. Inform the Program Director and the Graduate Coordinator that you have applied
for an internship. When accepted, provide a copy of your acceptance letter to the
Graduate Coordinator as soon as possible.

4. If your internship is successfully completed by July 31 stand all other
gualifications are met, you may graduate in the summer semester. Suppose
your internship is not completed by July 31st. In that case, you are not
eligible to graduate until the Fall semester (students may apply for an exception
to the 7/31 deadline if their internship officially ends before graduation and the
internship site Training Director is able to provide the Program Director with a
letter stating that the student will successfully complete the internship before the
date grades are due for degree-seeking candidates).
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IV. School Psychology Research Requirements

Doctoral training at LSU is a research-intensive undertaking. All students are expected to
be active members of a research team, typically with their major professor, from their
first semester throughout their graduate career at LSU. Many LSU students have
published beforethey complete their doctoral training. The faculty are firmly committed
to the perspective that the development of scientific skills is a central goal of graduate
education in psychology that will inform and strengthen all other areas of preparation. In
addition to students’ thesis and dissertation requirements, students are expected to be
active and contributing members of their major professor's lab.

Paperwork: Students should meet with the Graduate Coordinator to obtain the necessary
paperwork for their proposal. Through the Graduate Coordinator, students must complete
the application process with the Graduate School for their defense meeting at least 3
weeks before the meeting. Therefore, it is recommended to start this process 5-6 weeks in
advance. Students can do this by filling out the Graduate Milestones Survey on the
Graduate Student Resources page of the department’s website. This survey will be sent to
the Graduate Coordinator, who will provide all the required forms for the meeting and
obtain committee approval from the Graduate School. Other deadlines may apply if the
student plans on graduating the semester they defend (see LSU Graduate School
Calendar). If students fail one or more portions of their General Exam, those portion(s)
of the exam are re-administered the following semester. Students who do not satisfy the
requirements of the General Exam will be dismissed from the program. Lastly, students
are not allowed to propose and defend their thesis or dissertation during the same
semester. A semester begins on the first day of orientation. The day prior to graduation is
the final day of the semester for these major exams.

The terms “successfully propose,” “successfully defend,” or “successfully pass” mean
that the student has the necessary paperwork (forms differ for each exam) signed as
“passed” by the committee.

Thesis: Each graduate student is required to develop and propose an idea that a
committee of faculty members approves for research to be conducted toward the degree
of Master of Arts in Psychology. This Master’s degree is earned en route to the Ph.D. A
thesis committee must comprise at least three faculty members. At least one member
must be a full member of the Graduate Faculty (i.e., Associate or Full Professor).

Students are required to propose their theses by the end of their 3
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least 1 semester. In addition, students may be terminated from the program at the
discretion of program faculty. Following approval of their completed thesis, students
must submit an electronic copy of the manuscript to the Graduate School for the final
editing and approval. Please see Appendix C for a more detailed breakdown of the steps
in completing the thesis.

Students seeking a waiver of the thesis requirement based on a thesis completed as part of
graduate study at another institution must submit their prior thesis for review by the
program faculty and successfully complete an oral defense at LSU. For their thesis
requirement to be waived, requires the approval of, in order of review, their major
professor, the oral defense committee, and their area head/program director. The oral
defense committee, including the major professor, should complete an online RSES form
to document their assessment of compliance with aims and competencies. If the thesis
waiver approval is granted, the student will complete the department’s Thesis Waiver
form and submit it to the program director, with a copy of the thesis document.

Dissertation: Each graduate student is required to develop and propose an idea that a
committee of faculty members approves for research to be conducted toward the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy in Psychology. A dissertation committee comprises at least three
faculty members. At least 2 committee members must be from the school psychology
specialty area and at least 2 must be full members of the Graduate Faculty. In addition,
another committee member from outside of the Department of Psychology is added by
the Graduate School (appointed at the time of the student’s General Examination).
Students are expected to propose their dissertations during the spring of their 3™
year so that they can collect their data during their fourth year, before their
internship. Students are expected to propose their dissertation before scheduling
their general examination (see below). Following the proposal, students are required to
complete their dissertation research under the supervision of the faculty advisor.
Students are required to successfully defend their dissertation before seven years
have elapsed from the time of their admittance to the program. Following approval
of their completed dissertation, students must submit an electronic copy of the manuscript
to the Graduate School for final editing and approval. Please see Appendix D for more
information regarding the dissertation.

Thesis & Dissertation Possible Outcomes: Only one dissenting vote is allowed
for a student to successfully pass the defense of their thesis or dissertation regardless of
the number of committee members. There are three possible outcomes of the master’s
thesis defense meeting or the doctoral dissertation defense meeting: P (Pass), F (Fail), and
R (Retake). The grade must be filed within two weeks of the scheduled exam date, and
failure to turn in a grade defaults to an F. If a student passes (P) and revisions are
needed and can be completed within two weeks of the scheduled exam date, then a
grade of P may be assigned. However, if revisions are needed that take longer than
two weeks to complete, a grade of R (Retake) must be assigned. If a grade of R is
assigned, a full committee meeting must be scheduled for the Retake attempt to occur. If

18



a grade of F is assigned, the result is that the student will be terminated from the
program. The student has the right to petition for reconsideration.

Final Document Submission: A student cannot submit their final thesis or final
dissertation to the Graduate School editor until the semester they graduate with their
master’s and doctorate, respectively. Students must follow LSU Graduate School
timelines and instructions for thesis and dissertation preparation and submission
processes. See the Graduate School website for further details.

V. The General Examination

The General Exam is required for students to progress to the doctorate program in School
Psychology. The examination is typically scheduled in August leading into the student’s
fourth year of study. Students must have an accepted dissertation proposal and have
submitted their IRB application befotke general examination can be scheduled. In
addition, students must apply to the Graduate School, via the Graduate Coordinator, at
least 3 weeks prior to the exam and the Graduate School has to have approved their
Degree Audit. Since paperwork must be fully submitted at least 3 weeks in advance,
students are advised to start the process 5-6 weeks before their desired examination
defense date. The examination committee is comprised of three faculty members and a
representative appointed by the Dean of the Graduate School. The school psychology
program requires that at least two of the committee be school psychology program
faculty. Any changes to the committee for any reason must be approved by the student’s
committee chair and are to be reported to the Graduate Coordinator, in writing,
immediately. All committees are subject to approval by the department chair.

The examination is comprised of a series of written examinations and an oral defense.
The written exams are designed to assess students’ competency in six areas of school
psychology. These areas include (1) Law, Ethics, and Diversity, (2) School-Based
Interventions, (3) School Psychological Consultation, (4) Applied Behavior Analysis, (5)
Assessment, and (6) Research Methodology. The written exams are conducted over a
period of two days. An oral defense exam is also administered following completion of
the written exams. See Appendix E for a checklist relevant to the General Examination.
Up to date objectives for the General Examination are provided by the Program Director
annually.

Possible Outcomes. Only one dissenting vote is allowed for a student to successfully pass
the general examination. There are three possible outcomes: P (Pass), F (Fail), and R (Retake).

If students fail one or more portions of their General Exam, those portion(s) of the exam

are re-administered the following semester as a Retake. Students who do not satisfy the
requirements of the General Exam are assigned a grade of F and will be dismissed from

the program. The student has the right to petition for reconsideration.
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VI. Application for Degree

At the beginning of the semester in which a student defends their thesis or dissertation,
the student should obtain the “materials for candidates for master’s degree” or the
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psychology is governed by various legal parameters, including federal and state statutes,
regulations, and common/case law.

The program aspires to train graduates with the necessary competencies for:

1.

2.

Understanding and applying ethical principles and guidelines that inform the
regular conduct of scientific research and practice of school psychology.
Identifying and effectively resolving ethical dilemmas encountered in the regular
conduct of scientific research and practice of school psychology.

Transmitting and regulating ethically informed research and practice by training,
collaborating with, and supervising other school psychologists and related
professionals.

Understanding and acting in compliance with the laws that govern the practice of
school psychology.

Identifying and effectively resolving conflicts among legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns related to the practice of school psychology.

Transmitting and regulating legally compliant practice by training, collaborating
with, and supervising other service providers, including health service
psychologists, educational professionals, and paraprofessionals.
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IX. School Psychology Checklist
(for students entering with a Bachelor’s degree)

Year 1:

%1 ake and complete the clinical core.
%Schedule practicum each semester.
%Begin working on the Master’s Thesis.

Year 2:

wComplete 6 didactic courses in your program of study.

%A formal Master’s thesis prospectus (proposal) meeting must be completed by the 10t
class day of the fourth semester at LSU and successfully passed by April 1 of the
semester. The optimal time to propose is normally at the beginning of the third semester
(i.e., the Fall semester).

%Collect thesis data.

Year 3:

%Students must successfully defend their Master’s thesis by the last day of final
examinations of their fifth semester (i.e., the Fall semester).

%Propose a Dissertation, strongly encouraged by the end of their sixth semester (i.e., the
Spring semester) and must be before students can sit to take their General Examination
(typically in August of Year 4).

Year 4:
%o

22



Evaluation of Student Progress

The LSU School Psychology Program emphasizes scientific problem-solving in research
and practice. It aims to prepare health service psychologists in the practice area of school
psychology who use scientific problem-solving and have expertise broadly in behavioral
theory and ecological systems. The program aims to graduate scientist-practitioners who
will (a) be effective clinicians who exhibit scientifically guided practice, (b) be proficient
researchers, and (c) be leaders or change agents in the field and organizations/systems.
All students must demonstrate mastery of the program’s training aims before graduation,
including meeting minimum levels of achievement in all discipline specific knowledge
areas and profession-wide competencies as outlined by APA (see Tables 1 and 2 below).

Students will be introduced to training aims and provided training and assessments in a
graded, sequential, and cumulative experience. They will receive informal feedback
concerning their training progress regularly, summative feedback annually via a Student
Annual Evaluation, and detailed formal assessment for program milestone activities via
evaluation rubrics. Also, in Years 2 through 4, students must submit clinical products to
be evaluated for their assessment portfolios, including in Year 2, one integrated
evaluation report and one treatment summary, and in Years 3 and 4, two integrated
evaluation reports and two treatment summaries, respectively. Direct observations are
used to evaluate practicum performance each semester. Most program requirements must
be completed before the internship, and an additional assessment will be completed as
part of the internship experience.

Table 1: Discipline Specific Knowledge

Knowledge Area:

History and Systems of Psychology

Minimum levels of
achievement (MLAS)

History of Modern Psychology (PSYC 4008)
x Grade of <B-

Knowledge Area:

Affective Aspects of Behavior

Minimum levels of
achievement (MLAS)

Neurocognitive Basis of Behavior (7030)
x Grade of B-, requiring 80% on affective exam set

Knowledge Area:

Biological Aspects of Behavior

Minimum levels of
achievement (MLAS)

Neurocognitive Basis of Behavior (7030)
x Grade of B-, requiring 80% on biological exam set

Knowledge Area:

Cognitive Aspects of Behavior

Minimum levels of
achievement (MLAS)

Neurocognitive Basis of Behavior (7030)
X Grade of B-, requiring 80% on cognitive exam set
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\ Competency: | (iv) Professional attitudes, values, and behaviors

Minimum levels x Grade of B- or better in PSYC 7999.
of achievement x Grades of “Pass/Satisfactory” completion in PSYC 7668
(MLASs) and PSYC 7669, requiring average evaluation of “OT: On

track” or better for all PWCs, including professional
attitudes, values, and behaviors.

x By internship (3-4"" year), students must be rated as
proficient or excellent by the major advisor on their
Student Annual Evaluation in the domain of “Professional
Values, Attitudes, and Behaviors” which includes 4

26



“proficient”
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Competency:

(ix) Consultation and interprofessional/interdisciplinary skills

Minimum levels
of achievement
(MLAS)

x Grade of B- or better in PSYC 7660.

X Grade of “Pass/Satisfactory” completion in PSYC 7668
and PSYC 7669, requiring average evaluation of “OT: On
track” or better for all PWCs, including consultation and
interpersonal/interdisciplinary skills.

x The domain rating for Consultation on the Doctoral
Examination Evaluation Scale (DEES) must be rated as
“proficient” or “excellent” on average by the general
examination committee.

X Students must be rated as “proficient” or “excellent” on
each element of the Consultation and Interdisciplinary
Skills domain of the Treatment Outcome Evaluation
Rubric (TOER) for 2 treatment cases/summaries submitted
the year of or before the application to the internship.
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Program Retention/Termination

It is the general expectation that all students will maintain good standing and complete
the Ph.D. once they are admitted to the program. However, there are a number of issues
that could arise that would result in a student being dismissed from the program. First, if
a student were to exhibit such disruptive behavior, unethical behavior, or resistance to
direction/supervision from the faculty that the School Psychology Faculty collectively
reach the conclusion that it is inappropriate to continue that individual’s training, they
would be dismissed from the program. Additionally, if any student’s performance in
practicum is insufficient and unresponsive to supervisory feedback such that they receive
a grade of unsatisfactory, they will be dismissed from the program.

The Graduate School requires that all students take and complete a General Examination
in their area of study. Students are allowed two attempts to pass the examination. This
occurs in the fourth year of study. If the student fails the examination twice, the Graduate
School will dismiss the student as a Ph.D. candidate at LSU.

Students must be registered continuously for at least 3 credit hours each regular semester.
The Graduate School considers the Spring and Fall semesters as “regular semesters” but
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General Departmental Information and Rules

The following are general departmental information and rules. It is not a substitute for
the Graduate Bulletin, and students are required to read the “General Graduate School
Regulations” as well as the “Requirements for Advanced Degrees” sections of the
Graduate Bulletin. Students are responsible for knowing and following Graduate School
policies and departmental requirements. If after consulting this document, you still have
questions, please contact your major advisor (for academic/research matters, etc.) or the
Graduate Coordinator (forms, deadlines, etc.).

Please be aware of the following:

1)

2)

3)

The Program and Department are responsible for keeping information and
records related to student training and complaints/grievances filed. It is
critical when requests are made for documents or information for student records
that this information get submitted accurately and in a timely manner. Records
must be maintained in accordance with federal, state, and institution policies
regarding record keeping and privacy. The Department of Psychology retains the
privacy and confidentiality of student records consistent with FERPA. The
Department also follows state and university policies concerning record
management (see https://www.lib.Isu.edu/special/archives/university-records). As
a general rule of thumb, our department and program keep student information
and records for at least ten years after a student no longer attends the institution.

Please be sure the Graduate Coordinator has your most up to date contact
information at all times. This should include a functioning e-mail account that
you check daily, telephone numbers, and address. From time to time, matters arise
that are time-sensitive, and the ability to contact you quickly may facilitate your
completion of the program on time. Additionally, from time-to-time University
policies, procedures, and forms will change and students will typically be notified
by e-mail. The Graduate Coordinator sends out numerous e-mails throughout the
year with notices of new information and/or reminders of deadlines, rules, and
other important information to students. If you are not able to receive email for
any reason, contact the Graduate Coordinator immediately so that other
arrangements can be made.

There are mailboxes for the graduate students in the Psychology Office (Room
236). All students with last names beginning with “A” will find their mail in the
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5) Travel funds are sometimes available to support graduate students’

6)

7)

8)

9)

presentation of their research. The Graduate Student Association offers a travel
award which provides reimbursement of approved travel expenses to qualified
students who attend professional conferences to present research. Attendance
alone is not sufficient. Conferences must be widely recognized; university
sponsored events do not qualify. The award will be reimbursed after both travel
and an Expense Report have been completed. Please check with the Business
Manager in the Psychology Department for the current allotments (amount) for
these awards and that you meet all eligibility criteria.

Students are not allowed to propose and defend a thesis or dissertation in the same
semester. Students cannot propose or defend between semesters. A semester
begins on the first day of orientation. The day prior to graduation is the final day
of the semester for these major exams.

If a student has earned a master’s degree in psychology from another university,
that student may submit their thesis to the department for consideration as
meeting the department’s master’s thesis requirement. That process begins when
the student provides a copy of their thesis to their major professor and the
program director for review.

Any graduate student wishing to be appointed as an instructor of record on a
graduate assistantship must fulfill the following requirements to apply.

9 Applicants must have earned their Master’s degree prior to the
beginning of the appointment and must supply the Graduate Coordinator
with an official transcript indicating the Master’s degree, even if from
LSU.

9 Applicants must have completed PSYC 7990, Teaching of Psychology,
or receive written approval for an equivalent course at another
university.

9 Once appointed to the position, the instructor must enroll in the
Teaching of Psychology Practicum, PSYC 7690.

The Department of Psychology expects the highest ethical and professional
behavior from all graduate students at all times. This includes adhering to the
LSU Code of Student Conduct as well as the APA’s Ethical Principles of
Psychologists and Code of Conduct. Unethical or improper behavior (on or off
campus) may warrant disciplinary action by the department and/or the university.

10) Thesis and dissertation proposal and defense meetings should be scheduled during

Fall or Spring semesters. Under particularly unusual circumstances, students may
request a summer meeting; however, it may not be possible to convene a
committee over the summer; in which case the meeting will be delayed to the
subsequent Fall semester.
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accessible and very helpful. Finally, your major professor or the program director is also
generally a good source of information.

Loans and financial aid packages
Contact information: Office of Student Aid and Scholarships, LSU, 202 Himes Hall,
Baton Rouge, LA 70803, (225) 578-3103.

Once accepted into the program, students should contact this office to apply for financial
aid. Financial aid packages typically include subsidized and unsubsidized loans,
government-sponsored grants, and federal work-study positions. Packages are

determin
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therefore unconstrained by computing platforms, location, or normal business hours. In
addition to standard applications that every account has access to, applications are added
to a desktop on an individual basis. The applications that are initially offered with
MyLSU include the personal desktop, electronic mail, LSU Address Book, and a
Personal Web Page. In addition, students have access to an electronic library, course
materials reserves desk, a listing of course offerings for registration and real-time lookup
of contact information for people and organizations associated with the campus.
Additionally, an extensive catalog of software is available for LSU students for free
download through the LSU site licenses.

Most students have a public presence on the internet as well as email signature lines, and
voicemail/answering machine messages. However, students should consider the potential
impact of this information on their professional image as a psychologist. Likewise,
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Appendix B: LSU School Psychology Practicum Guidelines

Supervised field experiences are a critical part of graduate training in school psychology.
Field experiences should contribute to the preparation of students who demonstrate the
professional competencies needed to effectively deliver psychological services to
children and youth, families, and schools. The LSU School Psychology Program requires
that all students complete supervised and sequenced practica experiences leading up to
their internship. These practicum experiences must be consistent with program goals and
objectives, as evaluated by the Major Advisor and Program Director/DCT, and address
knowledge and skills outlined by the NASP domains of school psychology practice and
the APA profession-wide competencies.

The timing, location, and credit hours for each semester’s practica is determined
individually for each student upon consultation with the Major Advisor and core school
faculty. For every credit hour that a student is registered for practicum, it is expected that
the student will complete a minimum of three hours of direct (or onsite) service delivery.
Students typically register for three credit hours of practica per semester (including
summers). Notably, the amount of direct and indirect service delivery completed as part
of a student’s practicum will vary based on the stage of training of the student, the
professional activities being conducted, and client and site-specific needs. However, on
average, the number of direct and indirect service delivery hours should not exceed 20
hours per week when a student is registered for the standard three-credit-hour practicum
course.

Although settings for practicum are diverse, supervised field experiences include the
following:

1. Sites committed to training and who serve children, youth, families, and/or
schools.

2. Sites that provide opportunities for gaining experience relevant to the APA
profession wide competencies and discipline specific knowledge (see
https://www.apa.org/ed/accreditation/section-d-soa.pdf) and/or NASP domains of
school psychology practice (see https://www.nasponline.org/standards-and-
certification/nasp-2020-professional-standards-adopted/nasp-2020-domains-of-
practice).

a. Ingeneral, supervised field experiences should include service-related
activities such as treatment, assessment, consultation, professional
trainings, observations, interviews, report writing, treatment planning, case
management, and case presentations/discussions for at least 50 percent of
the training experience.

b. Graduate students should try to devote at least 25 percent of the training
experience to face-to-face client contact.
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Appendix C: Master’s Thesis

To obtain the Master’s degree, you must fulfill the Graduate School requirements,
including writing a thesis and passing a comprehensive final examination.

Proposal:
1) Deadlines/Timelines:

0 You are to consult with your major professor in regard to forming your
committee and report the names of the committee to the Graduate
Coordinator via the Graduate Student Milestones Scheduling survey at
least 3 weeks prior to the proposal meeting and no later than the 10" class
day of your 3" semester.

0 At least two weeks prior to your proposal meeting, give your committee
members an electronic or bound copy of your proposal.

o Ideally, you should successfully propose at the beginning of your 3"
semester. You must propose by the 10™" class day of your 4" semester to
remain in good standing with the department. You must successfully pass
your proposal by April 1 of your 4™ semester.

o Failure to comply with these guidelines and deadlines will result in loss of
financial support for at least 1 semester.

2) Reqistration Rules: You must register for thesis hours (PSYC 8000) any semester
you are working on the project. This would include the semester you propose and
the semester you defend, as well as the semester that you submit your document
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the department will keep track of your project. You determine how many credit
points your study will be worth to a participant based on time of participation.
Each Y2 hour of participation = 1 credit point. You may list your study on SONA,
and students will sign up for your experiment through their SONA account.

5) General Information: You will need to see the Graduate Coordinator for the
necessary paperwork for your proposal.

6) You will need to find an agreeable time and date for you and your committee
members. In general, you may not schedule meetings over the summer. You and
your committee members are to schedule proposal and defense meetings for a
minimum of 90 minutes. Once this has been done, inform the Graduate
Coordinator of the date and time of your meeting. You will be assisted with
booking a room and equipment you may need (multi-media etc.).

Defense:
1) Deadlines/Timelines:

0 You must successfully defend your thesis by the last day of final exams of
your 5" semester. Failure to comply with these guidelines and deadlines
will result in loss of financial support for at least 1 semester.

o0 Inorder to schedule your defense meeting, The Graduate Coordinator
must submit an application to the Graduate School on your behalf at least
3 weeks before the defense. To ensure you meet this deadline, it's
recommended that you start the process 5-6 weeks in advance via the
Graduate Student Milestones Scheduling survey. Once your defense
meeting is approved, the Graduate School will send the necessary
signature pages to the Graduate Coordinator for your meeting.

0 Two weeks prior to your defense, give your committee members a copy of
your thesis.

2) Registration Rules: You must register for thesis hours (PSYC 8000) any semester
you are working on the project. This includes the semester you propose and the
semester you defend. Although you do not have to be registered for thesis hours
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Coordinator of the date and time of your meeting. The Graduate Coordinator will
help you with booking a room and equipment you may need (multi-media etc.).
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Appendix D: General Examination

The General Examination is a comprehensive examination required of every
doctoral student. This is a written and oral exam. The Graduate School requires that any
student receiving a Ph.D. demonstrate proficiency in their area of study.

1) Deadlines/Timeline: This exam is generally taken by 4th-year students.
0 Your Degree Audit must be approved by the Graduate School prior to
your General Exam.
0 The written exams are designed to assess students’ competency in six
areas of school psychology. These areas include (a) Law, Ethics, and
Diversity, (b) School-Based Intersix
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0 The Graduate Coordinator will help you with booking a room and
equipment you may need (multi-media etc.).
0
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Appendix E: The Dissertation

All doctoral students must fulfill the Graduate School requirement of completing
a written dissertation with an oral defense.

Proposal:
1) Deadlines/Timeline:

o Consult with your major professor in regard to forming your dissertation
committee and share the names with the Graduate Coordinator via the
Graduate Student Milestones Scheduling survey at least 3 weeks prior to the
exam and no later than the 10" class day of the semester you intend to attempt
the exam.

o0 You cannot defend your dissertation for 3 calendar months after passing your
General Exam (Graduate School rule).

o0 Two weeks prior to your proposal meeting, give your committee members a
bound copy of your proposal.

0 Most students propose in the Spring of their 3"
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5)

47



o You will need to find an agreeable time and date for you and your committee
members. In general, you may not schedule meetings over the summer. Once
this has been done, inform the Graduate Coordinator of the date and time of
your meeting. The Graduate Coordinator will help you with booking a room
and equipment you may need (multi-media etc.).

o0 You and your committee members are to schedule the proposal and defense
meetings for a minimum of 2 hours.
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