
   
  

SOCL 7591: Seminar in Sociology of Gender and Sexualities  
Wednesday 1:30-4:30  

  
Instructor: Dana Berkowitz  
Office: Stubbs 133 
Office Hours: Wednesday 11:30-1:00 
E-mail: dberk@lsu.edu  
  
Course Description   
This course is designed to provide an overview of the classic writings and most recent 
and cutting edge scholarship in the sociology of gender and sexuality. Through close 
readings of journal articles and academic monographs, we will examine the various ways 
sociologists conceptualize, theorize, and observe gender and sexuality.   
  
Because gender and sexuality are organizing principles in society, a sociological 
examination necessitates that our primary concerns remain inequalities and power 
relations. That being so, a key focus of this class is on the extent to which gender and 
sexuality intersect with other systems of inequality, and how gender and sexuality are 
implicated in and produced through racial, ethnic, economic, and global relations of 
inequality.  We will approach the sociology of gender and sexuality at multiple levels of 







discussions as well (Please Plan Ahead!).  You should be prepared to share your insights 
to the questions you develop.    

Overall Class Participation (30%)  
I expect you to come prepared to all classes including those in which you are not the 
discussion leader.  This means that you should read all of the material and think about the 
discussion questions that will be distributed prior to each seminar.  From my perspective, 
the quality of your comments and questions is as important or more so than the number of 
times you speak.    
Your overall class participation also includes your class attendance.  This course is 
organized to foster a group-learning environment.  For this reason, your absence not only 
hampers your ability to participate in class discussion but also precludes you from 
offering other students in the class insightful commentary that you may have offered if 
you had shown up to class.   
To receive an “A” in participation, I do not expect you to demonstrate full understanding 
of the week’s readings, but I expect you to demonstrate that you have read closely, 
identified what you do and do not understand, and are able to discuss how the reading for 
the week relates to other readings we have read class. In order to insure this, you are 
expected to come to class every day with a paragraph (approximately 5 sentences) 
that you may or may not be asked to read aloud in class detailing the main 
theoretical contributions of the book, your interpretation of the book’s strengths 
and weaknesses, and any questions you have about the book.  Such an exercise will 
help guarantee that you are sufficiently prepared for each seminar.   
 

Semester-Long Research Proposal/Paper (50%)  
Note: This assignment is a semester-long project.  Throughout the semester you will be 
expected to turn in a proposal, and drafts of sections of the paper (literature review, 
theoretical framework, research methods).   



3. Literature review (make sure this review is clearly focused on your specific 
concerns)    
4. Research Design (include statement about data collection, sampling and 
measurement issues, talk about the strength and weaknesses of your approach)    
5. Findings (if applicable) must be theoretically informed and not simply 
descriptive!  
6. Discussion (weaknesses of your study, future directions, implications)  
7. Reference List (and Appendix if necessary).  You should have at least 12 
references (books, scholarly journal articles).    
8. Your text (excluding pages devoted to references and appendices if you have any) 
should be approximately 15 double spaced pages (I am flexible on this but please 
make every effort not to exceed 20 text pages).  



Week 3 (January 23): From Doing Difference to Intersectionality  
 

• West, Candace and Sarah Fenstermaker. 1995 Doing Difference. Gender & 
Society, 9, 8-37.   

 
• Collins, Patricia Hill and Lionel A. Maldonado, Dana Y. Takagi, Barrie Thorne, 

Lynn Weber, and Howard Winant. 1995 “Symposium on West and 
Fenstermaker's Doing Difference” Gender & Society, 9, 491-506.  

 
• Zakiya Luna  2016. “Truly a Women of Color Organization”: Negotiating 

Sameness and Difference in Pursuit of intersectionality Gender & Society, 30, 
769–790  

 
• Carlson, Jennifer.  2018. Legally Armed but Presumed Dangerous: An 

Intersectional Analysis of Gun Carry Licensing as a Racial/Gender Degradation 
Ceremony Gender & Society, 32, 204–227 

 
 
Week 4 (January 30): Gender as A Social Structure   
 

• Risman, Barbara. 2018. Where the Millennials Will Take Us: A New Generation 
Wrestles with the Gender Structure.  New York, NY: Oxford University Press.  

 
 

Week 5 (February 6):  Gender Hegemony  
 

• R. W. Connell, James W. Messerschmidt 2005. Hegemonic Masculinity: 
Rethinking the Concept. Gender & Society 19, 829-859.   

 
• Shippers, Mimi. 2007. Recovering the Feminine Other: Masculinity, Femininity, 





  
Literature Review, guiding theoretical framework, and methods due   
  
 Week 14: (April 10): 


