
Dr. Danielle Thomas 
Dthom68@lsu.edu  
SOCL 2001 Introduction to Sociology  
Class: T/Th 12-1:20pm in 002 Lockett  
Office: Stubbs 10 (basement) 
Office Hours: Thursdays 10-11:30am or by appointment 
 
Course Description 
 
This is a General Education course. Credit will not be given for this course and SOCL 2002. Major subject areas and 
principles of sociology.  
 
This is a General Education course in the Social Sciences. The goal of courses in this area is to ensure LSU graduates 
demonstrate an understanding of factors associated with global interdependence, including economic, political, 
psychological, cultural and linguistic forces. 
 
Sociology is technically defined as “the study of human society.” But that may not mean much to someone who has 
never heard of sociology or never sat in a sociology class. Perhaps a more helpful way to define sociology is as “a 
way of looking at the world around us.” Sociologists use the sociological imagination—which is the ability to connect 
our everyday lives to larger socio-historical patterns—to ask questions about nearly everything in society and to try 
to figure out the whys and hows of human social life. We study human relationships (i.e. the family), human 
identities (i.e. gender and sexuality), human change (i.e. social movements), and social problems that are an 
inevitable part of humans doing life together (i.e. racism and poverty). We use our sociological imaginations to study 



Exams 
 
You will have three exams in this course: 9/18, 10/18, and 12/5 (final). The exams will be weighted in your favor, 
which means your highest exam will count the most toward your final grade as “Exam A” and your worst exam will 
count the least toward your final grade as “Exam C.” 
 
Each exam will be 50 multiple choice questions that cover material from the textbook chapters, class lectures, and 
other course materials (e.g. videos we watch in class). Each question will be worth 2 points, and the total points 
possible is 100. 
 
On exam days, make sure you come to class on time with a pencil and a scantron to take your exam. There will be 4 
versions of each exam – A, B, C, D – write your name and exam version on the scantron. If you don’t write which 
version of the exam you have, it will not be graded correctly. 
 
Attendance 
 
I will randomly take role 10 times during the semester. Students who are present in class these days will receive 
attendance credit. If you are absent, you will lose credit for that day unless I receive documentation (e.g. doctor’s 
note) excusing the absence. If the absence is excused, then it will not count against you. 
 
I will take a head count to make sure the number of names on the role sheet matches the number of students 



anthropologist.  You will read one of the books and write a 2 page essay that 1) summarizes the main findings of the 
research project – what are the author’s conclusions? – and 2) discusses two things you found most interesting 
about the author’s conclusions.  
 
The essay should clearly demonstrate you read the entire book. If there is not enough evidence you have read the 
book in your essay—if I suspect cliff notes or online summaries were used—you will not receive full credit. 
 
**for options 1 and 2, essays must be submitted on Moodle by before midnight on Tuesday, November 20 (before 
Thanksgiving break)** 
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Course Calendar


