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Dr. Danielle Thomas 
Dthom68@lsu.edu  
SOCL 2211 Methods of Sociological Research 
Class: T/TH 1:30-2:50pm, 102 Tureaud
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If everyone practices effort and engagement, the class might be hard, but it will be a good semester and you’ll get 
something out of our time together. 
 
Course Objectives 
 

1) Understand the b
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Mini Project 3: Choose either option A or option B. 

A) Content Analysis: Find some textual data related to your topic – this can include anything from newspaper 
or magazine articles, television shows, movies, music lyrics, etc. – and then take a sample of the data that 
includes 3 articles/episodes/songs/etc. and conduct a content analysis of the data. Your analysis can be 
quantitative, qualitative, or both. Write a short report – 3-5 pages double spaced – that describes the data 
you picked, how you chose to conduct the content analysis (e.g. did you count or code? Or both?) and 3 
key findings (what was interesting?) 

B) Survey Analysis: Give your survey from mini project 2 to 30 people in the population group you are 
interested in (it’s ok if it is not a random sample since this is just a class exercise). Plug the data into SPSS 
and then run a brief analysis that includes testing at least 3 hypotheses. Write a short report – 3-5 pages 
double spaced – that summarizes who you surveyed, your hypotheses, and the results of your hypotheses 
tests. 

a. If you think there is existing survey data related to your topic that you can access – i.e. questions 
on the General Social Survey – then you may get approval from me to use that data instead of 
your own survey data to conduct your analysis and then write your report. I recommend this 
option as a time saver if you can locate some data!  

 
Mini Project 4: Choose either option A or option B. 

A) Field Research: Choose a public social setting related to your topic. Spend 5 hours observing that setting in 
one or multiple sittings (e.g. five times for one hour or one time for five hours would be ok). Take detailed 
field notes during your observations. Clean up your notes afterwards – make sure they are typed, add any 
details you remember later, etc. – and then submit them. Please note, 5 hours’ worth of field notes done 
correctly will end up being at least 5 pages single spaced or 10 pages double spaced, possibly more. 

B) Interview Research: Find someone who is connected in an important way to your topic. This should be 
someone with life and/or professional experience that will help you understand your topic and answer 
some questions concerning it. Try to avoid close friends and family members unless there is a really good 
reason to choose them. Request an interview, come up with 5 interview questions, and then record your 
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COURSE CALENDAR 
 

DATE Reading Assignment 


