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Violent crime, murder in particular, continues

to grab public attention even though violent

crime rates in the United States as a whole

remain near their lowest point in four decades.

Although making for sensational headlines,

criminologists have long recognized that the

risk of violent victimization is not evenly

distributed across subgroups of the population.

Members of some demographic groups have a

fairly negligible risk of being murdered (e.g.,

middle age women), while the members of a

few groups have an exorbitant risk of being

murdered (e.g., young nonwhite males).  The

same can essentially be said of geographic

areas, with some communities consistently

being plagued by high rates of murder and

others experiencing no murders for literally

decades on end.  
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during standard census years. Moreover,

because of its size, geographic configuration,

and relative isolation, it is a reasonable

approximation for a neighborhood community.

Given these features, it is possible to project

the size of the young, nonwhite male

population (as well as other groups). These

population projections can then be coupled

with information available on the murder

victims in this community during 2008 to

calculate murder victimization rates. This

approach is useful because it allows us to

illustrate that a very limited segment of the

population is subjected to an extraordinarily

high risk of being murdered, while the risk for
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1990 Census Bureau Estimate 935

2000 Census Bureau Estimate 1495

2008 Estimate Based on Raw Rate of Change 

(Lower Boundary Estimate) 1943

2008 Estimate Based on Relative Rate of Change 

(Upper Boundary Estimate) 2201

Using these figures, we then develop the

standard murder victimization rate per 100,000

people for this demographic group in this




