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To get a WGS Graduate Minor (12 credit hours), you need 
to take 6 hours at the 7000 level (choose two of these three: 
WGS 7150, WGS 7500 and WGS 7900) and 6 hours of 
approved electives that are listed as 4000 and above. 

WGS COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
WGS 4500.1 

Black Feminist Theory and Activism 
In this course we will examine black feminist thought 
and activism in the U.S. from the 19th century to the 
present day.  From Sojourner Truth to Angela Davis to 
Alicia Garza, black feminists have articulated a politic 

that centers race and gender in the struggle for social 

justice. Over the course of the semester, we will 
explore the expansive and transformative theoretical 
approaches and on-the-ground work of black feminist 
individuals and organizations.  
This course counts towards the AAAS undergraduate 
concentration and minor; the WGS undergraduate 
concentration and minor; and the WGS graduate 

concentration. 
 
Catherine Jacquet   M/W 1:30pm-2:50pm 
 
WGS 4500.2 
Foucault and Feminism 
Contemporary feminist and queer theory maintains a 

remarkably lively critical engagement with the work of 

French philosopher Michel Foucault. While not explicitly 
a feminist (Foucault makes few references to women 
or gender in his work), feminist scholars have found 
his exploration of the relations between power, the 
body and sexuality particularly productive. Foucault’s 

work has contributed to feminist critiques of gender 
essentialism and to accounts of gendered embodiment 
even as some theorists point to the limitations of 
Foucauldian theory for emancipatory political projects.  


