


2023; Martin, 2018); the selective “gender testing” of Santhi Soundarajan, Caster Semenya,
Dutee Chand, Francine Niyonsaba, and Margaret Wambui (Batelaan & Abdel-Shehid, 2021;
Orsak, 2024; Vedder, 2024); the singling out of Andraya Yearwood and Terry Miller as the only
trans athletes named in a wave of anti-trans legislation (Murib, 2022; Sharrow, 2021); and most
recently, the “gender controversies” surrounding Khelif and Lin Yu-ting at the 2024 Paris
Olympics. Regardless of any individual commenter’s intent, these discourses reinforce racist
and colonialist constructs of women of color as less than women.

Moreover, President Tate’s correction fails to address his original comment’s implication that
legislative and policymaking bodies should exclude trans women from women’s sports. For both
trans and non-trans women, women’s sports are critically important because of “the physical,
social, and mental health benefits of participation” (Australian Human Rights Commission, as
cited in E-Alliance, 2022, p. 40). As individuals, competitors in women’s sports have a range of
biological and social advantages and disadvantages in comparison with one another. (Social
advantages include access to nutrition, training, and equipment.) A meta-analysis of a decade
of research found that as a group, trans women who have hormonally transitioned have no clear
biological advantage over non-trans women but have substantial social disadvantages
(E-Alliance, 2022). Arguments in favor of excluding trans women from women’s sports have
been popularized through a coordinated political strategy designed not to extend the benefits of
women’s sports but to reverse progress for LGBTQ+ communities by falsely “framing trans
rights
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