
     
 

         
        

 
 

  
        

       
  
            

         
  
           

             
           

          
         
          

  
      

          
        

  
            

              
              

              
        

        
    

  
          

        
  
           

        
  
         

  
  
          

  
  
 
 

2025 LSPA NEWSPAPER CONTEST CATEGORIES 

Be sure to let us know which entries you wish to be considered for which categories 
below (limit TWO entries per school per category): 

Writing 

• News Story (advance or coverage): Articles entered should report new facts on 
planned or past actions or developments with straightforwardness and objectivity. 

• Editorial Writing: An editorial is an article that presents the newspaper's opinion on an 
issue. Great pieces have a clear stance and present solutions for change. 

• Personal Column: Represents the strong, informed, and focused opinion of the writer 
on an issue of relevance to a targeted audience. While columns and op-ed pieces allow 
writers to include their voice and express an opinion to be successful, the columns must 
be grounded in solid research. Research involves acquiring facts, quotations, citations, 
or data from sources and personal observation. Research also allows a reader to 
include sensory data (touch, taste, smell, sound, or sight) in a column. 

• Feature Story (excluding sports): Features differ from news stories mainly in that 
features do not necessarily have a time element. They may be about people, events or 
other topics; they are generally more descriptive than straight news. 

• Headline Writing: The title above a story in a newspaper, magazine or newsletter is 
called a headline in print journalism. It has the same function in mass media writing as a 
lead—to call attention to the story, to snare people in. Headlines need to be accurate, 
first, and fairly reflect the theme of the story. Most readers don't realize that those who 
write stories, the reporters, seldom write their own headlines. They may suggest 
headlines, but more often, space needs or other considerations force an editor to 
fashion something different. 

• Sports Game or Tournament Coverage: A single story providing coverage of a game, 
match, meet or sports event. Tournaments can serve as a single event. 

• Sports Season Preview or Recap: A single story looking ahead to a single team’s 
coming season or looking back at a season just concluded. 

• Sports Column: A single column reflecting the writer’s opinions about a sports topic or 
issue. 

• Sports Feature: A single story about a player, coach or sports issue or topic. Event 
coverage is excluded. 



 
  
        

           
   

  
     

           
   

  
          

             
       

  
  

  
  
       
            

   
  
        

         
  
         

         
     

  
  

  
        

      
  
             

              
  
  

 

 

            
           

         
     

     

Photography 
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mailto:lspamanship@lsu.edu

