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POLICY STATEMENT 116 
REPORTING SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE TO SACSCOC  

 
POLICY DIGEST 
 
Monitoring Unit: Office of Academic Affairs 
Initially Issued: September 4, 2013 
Last Revised: May 10, 2021 

 
I. PURPOSE 

 
To establish the requirements and procedures to ensure that Louisiana State University and 
Agricultural and Mechanical College (LSU) notifies the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), the university’s regional accrediting body, of all 
substantive changes in a timely fashion, and when required, seek approval prior to the initiation of 
those changes. 
 
II. DEFINITIONS 
 
According to SACSCOC, a substantive change is “a significant modification or expansion of the 
nature and scope of an accredited institution” and “includes high-impact, high-risk changes that can 
impact the quality of educational program and services” (see Source A). Specifically, substantive 
changes relevant to LSU (a Level VI institution) include the following actions: 
 

A. Substantially changing the established mission or objectives of an institution or its programs. 

B. Changing the legal status, form of control, or ownership of an institution.  

C. Changing the governance of an institution.  

D. Merging/consolidating two or more institutions or entities.  

E. Acquiring another institution or any program or location of another institution.  

F. Relocating an institution or an off-campus instructionaamt ii-–time-based methods or 
measures. 
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Failure to comply with SACSCOC substantive change policy and procedures may result in the loss of 
the university’s Title IV funding, or the 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsacscoc.org%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F08%2FSubstantiveChange.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmvienn4%40lsu.edu%7Cab8ff0da339246e5569408dbc4e9efec%7C2d4dad3f50ae47d983a09ae2b1f466f8%7C0%7C0%7C638320281263927285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vf8JHKTexMa7IAr4sz0lKXZI%2FD1U7vmenHLO8njiOKU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsacscoc.org%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F08%2FSubstantiveChange.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmvienn4%40lsu.edu%7Cab8ff0da339246e5569408dbc4e9efec%7C2d4dad3f50ae47d983a09ae2b1f466f8%7C0%7C0%7C638320281263927285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vf8JHKTexMa7IAr4sz0lKXZI%2FD1U7vmenHLO8njiOKU%3D&reserved=0

