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Faculty SenateAd Hoc COVID-19 Committee

Introduction

The 2022COVID-19 survey wasadministeredto LSU faculty electronically using Qualtrics between
August 10 and August 17, 2022. Following some background information, the following prompt
and mitigation options were given:

With the understanding that the Administration hasrescindedthe COVID-19 vaccine
mandate for faculty and students, removed remote accommodationsfor faculty with
enhancedhealth vulnerabilities to COVID-19 personally or within their families, plans
to continue use of in-classroom HER#Acoming semester?(You may selectmultiple options)

1. A campusindoor mask mandate when the positivity rate in East Batc
Parish exceedsl10%.

2. Instructor




Response Rate

There were 466 respondentsvalidated as LSU faculty, giving a responserate of 27%. This is a
high rate of responsegiven that the survey was administered in the busy time just prior to the
commencementof fall classes,and becausethe survey had to be distributed via Senatorsrather
than delivered directly to faculty members.

Results

Quantitative

Quantitative results are compiled in this chart.
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53% of respondentsexpressedsupport for Mitigation 1, 38% for Mitigation 2, and soon.
Severalvaluable insights into faculty attitudes toward COVID-19 mitigation on campuscan be
inferred from theseresults.

1. 2/3 of faculty favor having the autonomy to choosethe mode of instruction for courses
(Mitigation 5). The strong support for this mitigation measureis perhaps unsurprising,
given that just this approach was taken to teaching in the pandemicin 2020-2021and that
this autonomy is arguably already a right of faculty codi ed in PS-29.

2. Faculty are split on Mitigations 1, 4, and 6, with slight majorities expressingsupport for these
measures.

3. Faculty support is weakestfor allowing individual instructors to require masking in courses
(Mitigations 2 and 3). Perhaps this re ects faculty reluctance to create conict between
themselvesand individual students by \forcing" maskingin class.

4. Representativenesdn self-selectedsamplesis always a concern. Faculty in favor of COVID
mitigations may be more likely to respond. However,faculty not in favor of COVID mitigation
may alsobe motivated to respond. If either weresolelythe case we might observea monotonic
distribution in which survey responseswere all skewednegatively or positively. But here we
observeconsiderablevariability in the result, where the respondentsseemto exercisenuance
in strongly supporting somemeasureswhile rejecting others.



Qualitative

Written comments were submitted by 19% of the 466 respondentsvalidated as LSU faculty. Of
thosecomments,60%werein favor of additional mitigation measureson campus,24%wereopposed
to additional mitigation measureson campus, and 16% were neutral on the question of additional
mitigation measureson campus.



