Louisiana State University

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS
PILOT PROJECTS

SUMMARY: The NIH/NIGMS-funded Louisiana



ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS: Faculty investigators of all ranks are eligible, but priority will be given
to Early Stage and New Investigators for leading a Pilot Project. Individuals holding postdoctoral,
trainee, or similar non-independent positions are not eligible to lead a Pilot Projects. For the
purpose of eligibility, a PPI is defined either as (1) an individual who does not have or has
not previously had an external, peer-reviewed Research Project Grant (RPG) or Program
Project Grant (PPG) from either a Federal or non-Federal source that names that investigator



https://grants.nih.gov/grants/glossary.htmEarlyStageInvestigator(ESI)
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/glossary.htm#NewInvestigator
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/r21.htm
mailto:mjennings@lsu.edu

state the original objectives of the project and indicate which of the objectives were addressed
during the allotted 12-month time period. Appropriate tables and figures should be included to
help clarify these issues. The final report must also include the title of the resulting grant proposal
submitted to external federal agencies for funding, the date the proposal was submitted or will be
submitted, and a list of any resulting articles submitted or published. A timetable should be
provided that outlines a plan for seeking subsequent or supplemental extramural funding.

BUDGET SPECIFICATIONS: The total budget requested for each project is not to exceed
$50,000 for the 12 months (April-December) or $100,000 for 24 months. If additional funds are
needed, a thorough justification is needed which is subject to advisory committee (AC) approval.
Expenditures allowed: 1) Technical staff salary support, 2) Research supplies and animal
maintenance, 3) Equipment costing less than $10,000, 4) Supplies, 5) Domestic or foreign travel,
and 6) Publication costs, including reprints. Expenditures NOT allowed: 1) Office equipment
and supplies, 2) Computers or honoraria and travel expenses for visiting lecturers, 3) Dues and
membership fees in scientific societies, 4) Rental of office or laboratory space or construction or
building maintenance. We want to encourage the use of the COBRE scientific cores. Therefore,
each project will receive an additional $2,500 credit for SVM-to cover the use of core facilities and
services including the Pulmonary Immunopathology (PIPC), Molecular and Cell Biology (MCBC)
and Inhalation and Infection Core (IIC) Cores. These funds will be expended to reduce by 25%
actual costs of project investigators utilizing these Cores.

UTILIZATION OF CORES: The use of CLBD Cores, such as PIP, MCBC, and IIC should be
included in the overall experimental design.

FORMAT: The NIH R21 format should be followed. The grant application should be compiled as
a single PDF document after filling the SF424 form and emailed to Merilyn Jennings.

Furthermore, as per NIH requirement, for each of the projects that are selected for funding, please
provide the following PHS 398 Forms:
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diseases, and to enhance human health throughout the lifespan. Diversification of the biomedical
research workforce and development of the next generation of independent investigators are also
important objectives of the NIH extramural research portfolio and a specific goal of the
NIH/NIGMS COBRE funding mechanism. A single-digit score and a bulleted list of strengths and
weaknesses for each of the six review categories, as well as an overall priority score, using the
following NIH-based scoring scale will be used (Note that an application does not need to be
strong in all listed categories to be judged).

Significance: Does this study address an important health problem? If the aims of the application
are achieved, how will scientific knowledge or clinical practice be advanced? What will be the
effect of the study on the concepts, methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventive
interventions that drive this field?

Innovation: Is the project original and innovative? For example: Does the project challenge
existing paradigms or clinical practice or address an innovative hypothesis or critical barrier to
progress in the field? Does the project develop or employ novel concepts, approaches,
methodologies, tools, or technologies?

Investigator: Is the investigator appropriately trained and well suited to conduct the proposed
study? Is the proposed research appropriate to the experience level of the principal investigator
and collaborators? If the principal investigator is a junior faculty member, has the applicant
designated a senior mentor and a brief description of a mentoring plan? Does the investigative
team bring complementary expertise to the project?

Approach: Are the conceptual or clinical framework, design, methods, and analyses adequately
developed, well-integrated, well-justified, and appropriate to the aims of the project? Does the
applicant acknowledge potential problems and propose alternative strategies?

Environment, Collaborations, and Partnerships: Does the scientific environment in which the
study will be performed contribute to the probability of success? Does the proposed study benefit
from unique features of the scientific environment or subject populations, or employ useful
collaborative arrangements? Will there be collaborations to address the scientific questions in the
proposed research area? Will the research fit into the Department in  nt6 MH3IY.428¢- 0. B1() 4)3763(0 T(OLF R



e Awardees must annually provide information on their publications, presentations, honors,
grants, other recognitions, and service in study sections for the NIH progress report during
the tenure of the COBRE grant.



Appendix: Services provided by CLBD-COBRE Research Cores

Pulmonary Immunopathology Core (PIPC) (Core lead: Masami Yoshimura, PhD, Co-l,
Tomislav Jelesijevic, DVM, PhD)

. Mouse colony management and breeding strategies for maintaining colonies.

. Genotyping of mouse tail DNA via PCR.

. Intranasal/intratracheal infection of mice.

. Post-infection monitoring of mice.

. Pulmonary function tests.

. Mouse dissections and tissue collections.

. Bronchioalveolar lavage fluid (BALF) collection.

. Intratracheal instillation of reagents, such as LPS, bacteria, antibodies, and compounds.
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2. Bacterial preparation.
3. Bacterial inoculation — by oropharyngeal, intratracheal, and intranasal routes.
4. Bronchoalveolar lavage fluid collection and inflammatory cell phenotyping (total white
blood cells, macrophages, neutrophils, lymphocytes, and eosinophils).
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