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POLI 4060: 
Gender and Development 

()*+,-.+/,0$Dr. Emily Rains, erains@lsu.edu 1223.40$Stubbs Hall 232 
5#"**$+364*0$Tues & Thurs, 1:30 pm – 2:50 pm 7+-84)+$/223.4$9/-,*0$Wed, 3– 5 
:/."+3/)0$221 Tureaud Hall or by appointment 

Overview: 
Though great strides have been made in advancing gender equality around the world, 
women and girls still experience substantial disadvantages. This course examines how gender 
and gender inequalities shape women’s social, economic, and political lives in low and 
middle-income countries. We will examine questions such as: How does gender inequality 
shape women’s status as citizens? Why do women remain underrepresented in formal and 
informal institutions? What factors can reduce gender gaps in social, economic and, 
ultimately, political outcomes? How does gender inclusion affect development patterns? We 
will pay special attention to how gender interacts with other institutions and identities to 
produce divergent experiences and outcomes across individuals. 

Objectives: 
By the end of this course, you will be able to 

• Discuss key theories and empirical patterns of gender inequality in low and lower-
middle income countries 

• Describe differences in how women and men engage as citizens 
• Think critically about how various dimensions of gender inequality influence 

women’s political engagement 
• Apply the concepts discussed in class to analyze the implications of current events in 

a particular country 
• Locate and present data on gender inequality in a particular country 

Prerequisites: 
There are no formal prerequisites for this course. Many of the assigned papers will include 
presentations of statistical data analyses. Previous coursework in statistics may be helpful in 
reading these papers but is not required. We will discuss how to read quantitative articles in the 
social sciences in class and I will provide additional support during office hours. 

Grading and assignments: 
• Participation:  15% 
• Assignment 1: 10% 
• Assignment 2: 10% 
• Midterm: 20% 
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research paper on a topic of your choosing that is relevant to gender and politics in 
developing countries. This paper should follow the structure of a standard academic article 
published in a peer-reviewed journal: a.) an introduction that describes the research question 
and why it is important; b.) a summary of the existing background literature that has already 
been published on this and similar topics – including how your project builds or connects to 
this existing literature; c.) your original hypotheses for what you expect to find; d.) the data 
that you would need to use to test these hypotheses; e.) how you would test these 
hypotheses; and f.) a conclusion summarizing the key points of the paper. You do not need 
to have access to the actual data and you do not need to carry out the hypothesis tests, but 
you should suggest a plausible research design that draws on realistic data sources. I 
encourage you to meet with me in office hours early and often to discuss your paper ideas 
and progress. The final paper will be due at ''0DE$<6$/)$?4.46;4,$''thC$

Instead of completing Assignment 2, students taking the course for honors will submit a 2-
page proposal on your final paper topic by 1.+/;4,$'=th F)/+4$+9"+$+93*$3*$83224,4)+$2,/6$
+94$84"8#3)4$2/,$G**3H)64)+$%IC$The proposal should briefly describe the research topic, 
why you think it is an interesting topic, how it relates to the course content, how you plan to 
research the related existing literature on the topic, and a tentative set of hypotheses that you 
plan to design a test for. Students will also need to have their final paper topic approved by 
me by 1.+/;4,$>thC$

Respectful classroom environment: 
Universities and classrooms thrive when we can learn from one another. This means 
engaging in discussions and debates with respect, courtesy, and sensitivity both inside and 
outside of this classroom. 

Filming and recording: 
You may not film or record this class without permission. 

Late assignments: 
The penalty for unexcused late assignments is 10 percentage points if turned in late within 
the due date of the assignment. After the due date, the penalty is 20 percentage points per 
day. For example, if the quality of your work earned a 90 on the assignment but you turned 
it in after the deadline on the due date, then you would receive an 80. If you turned it the day 
after the due date, you would receive a 60. Extensions may be made on a case-by-case basis 
so please feel free to reach out to me as needed. 

Academic integrity: 
Students are required to abide by the academic conduct policies outlined in the LSU Code of 
Student Conduct. Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to cheating 
on exams, plagiarizing (from published sources or from fellow students), buying or selling 
assignments, altering grades, intentional deception, and collaborating with others without 
permission. Be very careful with the writing assignments. The LSU Code of Student conduct 
defines plagiarism as “the unacknowledged inclusion, in work submitted for credit, of 
someone else's words, ideas, or data." Please review the University's guidelines on plagiarism 
heret6T3skls on plagiarisskls3ls on plagiu u PU
@@y@,,b l Univey@,b lrsity@, l Univey@,b lrsity@,b lyy@,b _”hey@xbc6P’
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Different Policy Preferences in Africa? Determinants and Implications of Gender 

Gaps in Policy Prioritization . British Journal of Political Science . 

• Khan, Sarah. (2021). “Count Me Out: Women’s Unexpressed Preferences in 

Pakistan.” Working paper. 

1.+/;4,$>0$Y(?ZQ]Y$Q^GY$

Week 7: 

1.+/;4,$'%0$ :4"84,*93<$_$2/,6"#$
• Jalalzai, Farida, and Mona Lena Krook. "Beyond Hillary and Benazir: Women’s 

political leadership worldwide." International Political Science Review 31.1 (2010): 5-21. 

• Eagly, A. H., & Karau, S. J. (2002). Role congruity theory of prejudice toward female 

leaders . Psychological Review . 

• Beaman, L., Chattopadhyay, R., Duflo, E., Pande, R., & Topalova, P. (2009). 

Powerful Women: Does Exposure Reduce Bias? . The Quarterly Journal of Economics . 

o Read J-PAL summary (on Moodle): 

https://www.povertyactionlab.org/fr/evaluation/perceptions-female-

leaders-india 

1.+/;4,$'=0$:4"84,*93<$_$3)2/,6"#$
• Daby, M. (2020). “The Gender Gap in Political Clientelism: Problem-Solving 

Networks and the Division of Political Work in Argentina.” Comparative Political 

Studies 54(2) 

• Darwin, Rizkika Lhena. (2017). “The Power of Female Brokers: Local Elections in 

North Aceh.” Contemporary Southeast Asia 39(3). 

IV. Political lives II – representation and networks 

Week 8: 

1.+/;4,$'E0$?4*.,3<+3J4$,4<,4*4)+"+3/)$
• Barnes, Tiffany D., and Stephanie Burchard. 2013. “Engendering Politics: The 

Impact of Descriptive Representation on Women’s Political Engagement in Sub-

Saharan Africa.” Comparative Political Studies 47 (7): 767-790 
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V. Political lives III – differences across women 

V/J46;4,$=0$()+4,*4.+3/)"#3+L$
• Watch Kimberlé Crenshaw on “The urgency of intersectionality” 

o Link on Moodle: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberle_crenshaw_the_urgency_of_intersectio 

nality?language=en 

• Gay, Claudine, and Katherine Tate. “Doubly bound: The impact of gender and race 

on the politics of black women.” Political Psychology 19.1 (1998): 169-184. 

• UN Women. 2018. “In the Words of Sandra Moran: ‘Being the First Openly Lesbian 

Congresswoman in Guatemala has Been a Big Responsibility.” 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/4/in-the-words-of-sandra-

moran 

Week 11: 

V/J46;4,$E0$ :3)A3)H$</J4,+L@$<",+3.3<"+3/)@$")8$H4)84,$
• Kasara, K., & Suryanarayan, P. (2015). When Do the Rich Vote Less Than the Poor 

and Why? Explaining Turnout Inequality across the World . American Journal of 

Political Science . Wiley . https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12134 

• Harriss, J. (2005). Political Participation, Representation and the Urban Poor: 

Findings from Research in Delhi . Economic and Political Weekly . Sameeksha Trust . 

• Haritas, K. (2013). Gender identity in urban poor mobilizations: evidence from 

Bengaluru . Environment & Urbanization. 

V/J46;4,$''0$]-,"#$")8$-,;")$83224,4).4*$
• 

https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12134
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/4/in-the-words-of-sandra
https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberle_crenshaw_the_urgency_of_intersectio
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VI. Women’s empowerment & ways forward 

Week 12: 

V/J46;4,$'M0$a/64)b*$46</K4,64)+$
• Duflo, E. (2012). Women Empowerment and Economic Development . Journal of 

Economic Literature . Nashville : American Economic Association . 

• Jayachandran, Seema, M. Biradavolu, & J. Cooper. (2021). “Using machine learning 

and qualitative interviews to design a five-question survey module for women’s 

agency.” 

o Read J-Pal summary (on Moodle): 

https://www.povertyactionlab.org/blog/3-3-21/five-question-womens-

agency-index-created-using-machine-learning-and-qualitative 

V/J46;4,$'U0$(6<,/J3)H$/-+./64*$_$*/64$4\"6<-0.62A1+('4
C,C2>37h441/J46;4,$'M0$a/64)b"l <</MCID 4 >>BDC 
/TTu >>4,64)+$ Duflo: Wh@,H lninj)Qrks?nty@,b l and Ecy@,b l Dey@,b lveoxg uW PH u PU
d3 smDE DeyoH u PU
dqH u PU
d:EeHH u PU
d m P)
lMERi s:.E0.yP28 u PU
l 3)Duflo: 342 – 0Wgo 
ePPS u PU
@359.P/ ud @ @ u,eHtR Y Ry@,bn Economic Association . 

https://www.povertyactionlab.org/blog/3-3-21/five-question-womens
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